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‘Jordanians face radiation from braefi plant* 

CAIRO (AFP) — Residents of southern Jordan may suffer from 
diseases resulting from radiation poisoning from the Israeli nuclear 
plant at Dimona. the Arab daily Ash Siurq Al Awsut reported 
rnaay. An unnamed Jordanian official told the London-based 
paper that several patients from the region showed "maladies of an 
unknown source." It has not been proven that they resulted from 
radioactivity from Dimona. but it is a distinct possibility." He said 
tests had shown the presence of radioactivity in southern Jordan, 
but at tow levels." Israel’s Dimona plant is located in the Negev 
desert. 60 kilometres (35 miles) from the Jordanian city of Tafila 
which has a population of 40.000. the paper said. Ash Sharp Al 
Awsat also quoted an unnamed Arab diplomat in London as 
saying Jordanian officials had requested British experts "several 
years ago to examine patients from southern Jordan with 
unexplained illnesses. The expens issued a report on the patients 
which was never revealed, the source told the paper. Dimona is 
suspected to be the centre of an Israeli nuclear weapons 
programme. Western experts have estimated the Jewish state 
possesses 200 nuclear warheads. 
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King issues invitations for October summit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein has sent invitations 
to 50 Arab. Muslim and foreign heads of state . including the 
American president to attend the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit which will be held here on October 29. 
according to a report in (he Arabic daily A I Dustour. Quoting 
well-placed sources, the newspaper said the Royal messages were 
channelled through the Jordanian ambassadors accredited to those 
countries. In Manama. Bahraini leader Sheikh Issa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifa received the Royal message on Wednesday, while in 
Sanaa. Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh received the 
invitation on Thursday, during a meeting. Mr. Saleh had with 
Jordan's ambassador to Yemen Faycz Al Rabi’e. 
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Croats take on Serbs in 
Bosnia; West weighs 
alternatives to air power 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — up 
to 10,000 Croatian govern- 
ment troops and allied Bos- 
nian Croat miliria have 
poured into the Livno Valley 
area in western Bosnia to 
attack Serb forces, a U.N. 
spokesman said Friday. 

"It's a serious and alarming 
build-up." Chris Gunness 
told a news briefing at U.N. 
Balkans headquarters in Zag- 
-reb. 

The United Nations fears 
the offensive and a parallel 
build-up of government 
forces around Serb-held Kra- 
jina in Croatia will lead to 
outright war in Croatia and 
possibly draw in Serbia. 

"In Croatia, we fear milit- 
ary actions may be initiated 
soon, possibly within days." 
Mr. Gunness said. 

Croatian media reported 
that Croat forces had entered 
the Bosnian Serb town of 
Grahovo on the main supply 
road linking the Krajina Serb 
stronghold of Knin inside 
Croatia with Serb-held Bos- 
nia. 

U.N. officials said they 
could not confirm the report. 
There are no U.N. observers 
in the area. 

The independent Serbian 
news agency BETA quoted 
sources close to the Bosnian 
Serb Army (BSA) as con- 
firming Croat troops had en- 
tered Grahovo. 

Gunness said up to 10.000 
Croatian regular and Bosnian 
Croat militia forces had 
poured into the Livno Valley 
to the southeast of Grahovo. 

Some 5.000 Serb civilians 
had fled Grahovo northwards 
along the main road towards 
Drvar. U.N. officials said. 

Television footage from 
Drvar showed refugees driv- 
ing tractors and trailers, their 
belongings piled high. 

The Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA) said Croat forces had 
bombarded Grahovo and 
Civilians were being evacu- 
ated. BSA officials were not 
available to comment on re- 
ports that Grahovo had fal- 
len. 

Military analysts said the 
offensive was aimed at cut- 
ting Serb-held territory in 
two and at relieving pressure 
on Croatia's allies in the be- 
sieged Bosnian government- 
held enclave of Bihac in 
northwest Bosnia. 

Reble Croatian Serbs in- 


vaded Bihac 10 days ago to 
secure supply lines to Serb- 
held Bosnia. They also hoped 
to pre-empt a possible Croa- 
tian government offensive to 
retake their breakaway terri- 
tory near the Adriatic Sea. 
" The armoured forces, sup- 
ported by Bosnian Serbs and 
a rebel Muslim militia, have 
swallowed up about a third of 
the enclave. 

More than 8,000 Muslim 
refugees have fled the offen- 
sive but are still caught in the 
enclave. The U.N.- 
designated “safe area" of 
Bihac only covers Bihac town 
in the south of the enclave. 

U.N. observers reported 
intense Serb shelling on Fri- 
day around the enclave’s cen- 
tral towns of Pecigrad and 
Coralici. 

“The UNHCR (U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees) 
warehouse in' Bihac town is 
empty and the UNHCR says 
the situation is desperate." 
Ms. Gunness said. 

U.N. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chris Vernon said there was 
a buildup of Croatian troops 
west of Knin near the Adria- 
tic and near Karlovac, just to 
west of the Bihac enclave. 

"They are professional bri- 
gades with reasonably heavy 
weaponry. If they put press- 
ure on the (Krajina enclave) 
from the west side that 
should alleviate pressure on 
Bihac." Mr. Vernon told re- 
porters in Sarajevo. , * ■ 

U.N. observers believe the 
Krajina Serbs and renegade 
Muslims want to cut Bihac in 
half and then sweep south to 
finish off Bihac town. 

NATO is committed under 
U.N. mandate to protecting 
Bosnian government pockets 
designated as safe havens. 
But two of them fell to Serbs 
in eastern Bosnia this month. 

"Mr. Gunness said air 
strikes to safeguard Bihac 
town were problematic. 
"They have immense risks 
because we have 10,000 
potential hostages.” he said, 
referring to U.N. peacekeep- 
ers based in Krajina Serb 
territory. 

In Washington, U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William Per- 
ry said NATO was looking at 
ways to shore up protection 
of Bihac and other U.N. 
"safe areas” without neces- 
sarily resorting to air power. 

Speaking on U.S. televi- 


sion. Mr. Perry said he ex- 
pected NATO military plan- 
ners to present options "with- 
in a few days" for defending 
safe areas other than 
Gora 2 de. which the alliance 
has already vowed to defend 
with air power. 

But Perry said the situa- 
tions in Bihac and Sarajevo 
were "very different militari- 
ly" from that of Gorazde 
because both were being de- 
fended by Bosnian Muslim 
forces. 

"Air power is not the only 
way of dealing with the prob- 
lems there." he stated. . 

"The’difference in Bihac is 
that there are very large and 
very capable Bosnian govern- 
ment forces there defending 
it." 

Perry said NATO was "not 
trying to win a war" in Bosnia 
but only to “equalise the 
differential” between the 
Muslim and Serb forces on 
the ground. 

U.S. and U.N. officials in 
recent days have underscored 
the complexities characteris- 
ing the fighting around 
Bihac. With six different war- 
ring parties involved, the util- 
ity of air strikes there has 
been brought into question. 

“I will not hide from you 
the complexities of the milit- 
ary situation." the U.N. com- 
mander in Bosnia. French 
General Bernard Janvier, 
said in Brussels. 

The U.S. daily the 
Washington Post meanwhile 
reported Friday that U.S. 
allies in Europe privately be- 
lieve Washington is channel- 
ing arms to the Bosnian Mus- 
lims through third-party Mus- 
lim countries, but the White 
House denied the report. 

The charges arise "every 
three or four weeks" and 
have been "adequately de- 
nied by the U.S. govern- 
ment." White House spokes- 
man Michael McCurry said. 

In another development 
British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind was quoted 
Friday as saying that the Bos- 
nian government can have 
either an end to the interna- 
tional arms embargo or U.N. 
peacekeepers, but not both. 

“If the embargo is lifted, 
the United Nations must 
leave,” Mr. Rifkind said in 
an interview with the interna- 
tional Arabic-language daily 
Al Havat. 
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A Sarajevan girl runs past a French U.N. A PC 


at a dangerous intersection in Sarajevo July discuss air protection of the last U.N. declared 
28. In the Iasi week. 45 people have been killed “safe •area” 
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military planners met in Brussels on July 28 to 
-otection of the last U.N. declared 
Gorazde in eastern Bosnia (Reu- 


Syria refuses Israeli 
ground stations on Golan 


DAMASCUS. Syria (AP) — 
Syria repeated Friday it 
would not accept Israeli early* 
warning ground stations on 
the Golan Heights as part of 
a peace settlement. 

"Syria completely rejects 
such a demand because it 
forms a violation of national 
sovereignty and maintains 
Israel's occupation of part of 
Golan Land,” state-run radio 


said. 

Israel, the United States 
and the world know Syria 
"will not give up an inch of its 
land." it said, adding that full 
withdrawal from the Golan, 
which Israel seized in 1967. 
"is the basic condition and 
the core of peace." 

The radio said that had 
Israel accepted the idea of 
balanced and symmetrical 


security arrangements, recent 
talks between Syrian and 
Israeli military chiefs of staff 
in -Washington would have 
succeeded in reaching satis- 
factory agreements for all. 

"But the whole world 
knows that Israel has once 
again chosen the policy of 
blackmailing and obstinacy." 
the radio charged. 


Palestinians protest 
new Israeli colony 
in West Bank 


AL KHADER. West Bank 
(AFP) — Palestinians and 
Israeli leftists protested Fri- 
day against new construction 
on rhe West Bank by Jewish 
settlers aiming to derail the 
peace deal with the PLO. 

About 150 demonstrators 
held a non-violent protest 
against the construction of 
five wooden cabins on the 
new hill-top settlement, to be 
called Givat Hadagan. about 
one kilometre from Efrak. 

Supported by a group of 
Israeli left-wing activists, the 
Palestinians prayed and sang 
nationalist songs. 

Construction started 
Wednesday night on the hill, 
south of Bethlehem. 

A large number of soldiers 
were deployed around the 
hill on Thursday but did not 
intervene. 

Settler leaders launched a 
campaign against the spread 
of autonomy last June 13 and 
have also begun to build 
anorher new settlement on 
the West Bank. They also 
took over more land by 
pushing out the border fences 
at a dozen or more settle- 


ments. 

The 130,000 settlers fear 
that the next stage of auton- 
omy — which is still under 
negotiation berween Israel 
and the PLO — will result in 
their evacuation from the 
West Bank. ' 

They also oppose ceding 
any powers to the Palesti- 
nians and many favour Israeli 
annexation of the West 
Bank. 

Stop negotiations 

Meanwhile three out of ev- 
ery five Israelis want to sus- 
pend negotiations to spread 
PLO autonomy across the 
West Bank, according to an 
opinion poll published Fri- 
day. 

The Yediot Aharonot 
found 31 per cent in favour of 
a total halt to the talks, which 
are to resume on Sunday, 
and 30 per cent for a suspen- 
sion. 

Twenty-five per cent 
wanted the negotiations to go 
ahead and another eight per 
cent to accelerate the talks on 
army redeployment on the 
West Bank and Palestinian 
elections. 


Trainee pilot returns 
home after emergency 
landing in Jerusalem 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A trainee pilot, 
disoriented over the Dead 
Sea, made an emergency 
landing in Jerusalem but was 
flown back to Jordan a few 
hours later. Ahmad Juwei- 
ber. director general of the 
Civil Aviation Authority, 
said. 

Yousef Jamal Odeh. a 
trainee pilot with the Royal 
Jordanian Air Academy, was 
flying over the Naour area 
southwest of Amman on 
Thursday when he lost his 
bearings and entered the 
Israeli airspace by mistake. 

Mr. Odeh. in his early 
twenties, was flying solo at 
midday time near Naour 
when he unknowingly cros- 
sed the Jordanian borders, 
according to Mr. Juweiber. 
Trainers at Amman Marka 
Airport, in radio contact with 
Mr. Odeh. tried to guide him 
back to base but to no avail. 
He entered the Israeli airs- 


pace already short on fuel, 
sources said. Two Israeli air 
force planes intercepted the 
Jordanian Cherokee plane 
and directed it to land in 
Atarot airport, near Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Odeh, who was ques- 
tioned by the Israeli author- 
ities. returned to Amman 
around 4 p.m. Thursday. 
Another RJ AA pilot flew the 
Cherokee home. 

"Psychologically, he would 
feel more comfortable if we 
were there beside him." Mr. 
Juweiber said. 

Jordanian airplanes started 
flying over Israeli airspace on 
March 10 following an agree-; 
ment reached between the 
aviation authorities of Jordan 
and Israel on Feb. 21. Jordan 
and Israel signed a peace 
treaty in October last year! 

At present. Royal Jorda- 
nian. the national air carrier, 
makes 50 flights a week 
through Israeli airspace, most 
of them to European destina- 
tions. 


Peres says ‘Palestinian Golan’ part of Israel, talks with Syria ‘puzzle within riddle’ 
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By Salameh Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

TEL AVIV — Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
has said that a disputed part 
of the Golan Heights 
claimed by both Syria and 
the Palestinian authority 
.was now "part of Israel" 
^ind that the territory 
known as "Al Himma" or 
the "Palestinian Golan" 
was "never a Syrian land 
nor a Palestinian territory." 

Speaking in an interview 
with the Jordan Times and 
rhe London-based Al Hayat 
daily. Mr. Peres said that 
Syria had taken the Al 
Himma "by force" and "in 
contravention of U.N. 
Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242.” He added that 
the Palestinians had no 
right to claim it because 
"there are no Palestinians 
living there now.” and be- 
cause “there has never been 
a Palestinian stare." 

Mr. Peres said negotia- 
tions with Syria have be- ' 
come "a puzzle within a 
riddle” and that he himself 
. has "given up the hope to 
understand correctly what 
the Syrians want.” 
However, he said he be- 
lieved Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad was seek- 
ing "a deal that would 
guarantee the restoration of 
►the Golan Heights in addi- 
ction to guarantees for a 
Syrian regional role, econo- 
mic assistance and good re- 
lations with the United 
Stares." He explained that 


Mr. Assad wants all these 
elements "simultaneously 
and not one after the 
other." 

The Israeli minister also 
said that Iraq was "equip- 
ped to play an important 
role in the future of the 
Middle East." but ruled out 
opening a dialogue with Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hus- 
sein because "you cannot 
open a dialogue with a man 
you do not trust a word he 
says." 

He revealed that Israel 
was granting "to whoever 
wants” among Palestinians 
in east Jerusalem “the right 
of Israeli citizenship.” 
pointing out that Palesti- 
nian applicants for Israeli 
passports have increased of 
late. 

Following is the text of 
the interview: 

Question: Where have you 
reached with the Palesti- 
nians? Are you satisfied with 
the situation as it stands? 
Answer: We feel that we are 
doing something that no 
Other country in the world 
would do. At the beginning, 
the Palestinians said it was 
going ro be Gaza first and last 
and that we shall not go 
beyond Gaza. Now they see 
that a promise made by Israel 
is a promise. Let us not forget 
that nobody is forcing us. 
nobody is pressing upon us to 
do that. Israel is not a weak 
country militarily, not a poor 
country economically, and 
we are doing it under very 
severe conditions because 
almost half of our people are 


against it. Because terror is 
still playing a role here and 
there, effecting the mood of 
the nation. But despite all 
this, we offered the first part 
of the autonomy which would 
enable them to go to free 
elections without the pre- 
sence of the Israeli army. We 
have agreed to hand them 
over most of the cities includ- 
ing Qalqilya which is nine 
miles from the sea, and Toul- 
karem, which is eleven miles 
from the sea, and Jenin which 
is three miles from the bor- 
der. I told Arafat; who com- 
plains that we made him the 
mayor of Gaza, that now he 
will also be the mayor of 
Nablus. Ramallah and Beth- 
lehem. Who else would do it. 
And I asked him if he under- 
stands why we are doing it 
under such demanding condi- 
tions. I told him nobody can 
explain it without under- 
standing that for Israel it is 
our choice: We don't want to 
dominate the Palestinians, 
we don't want to dominate 
any other narion. There are a 
lot of rumours in the Arab 
World that we want to 
dominate the Middle Eastern 
economy. Nothing can be 
farth er from the truth and 

our Feelings. First of all. there 
is no Middle Eastern eco- 
nomy. there is Middle East- 
ern poverty. Who warns to 
dominate poverty. Our eco? 
nomy is not dependent. 
Secondly, why are we giving 
up our control over the 
(Palestinian) cities, really? In 
order to dominate what? 
(who) needs, the separation? 


Q: Do you think the latest 
attack (in Ramat Gan) will 
accelerate the plan for 
separation between Israel 
and the occupied territories? 
A: I think we have to disting- 
uish between separation in 
the national sense and coop- 
eration in the economic 
sense. 1 think, not only in the 
benefit of Israel, hut for the 
benefit of peace and the well- 
being of all. the economies of 
Jordan. Palestinians and us 
have to be market econo- 
mies. whereas from the point 
of view of government, each 
party will govern its own des- 
tiny and its own culture. 1 
mean we'd like ro have an 
economic Efenelux and a poli- 
tical separation, a national 
separation. We don't want t>^ 
dominate any Arab count rv. 
any Arab people, any Arab 
culture or language, it gives 
us neither pleasure nor satis- 
faction. Why should we? I 
mean one must be reason- 
able. why do we need it? We 
don't. What we want basical- 
ly are two things: to be neigh- 
bours and have our neigh- 
bours in good shape, the bet- 
ter they feel the better neigh- 
bours we'll have. 

Q: There are those in Jordan 
who believe that these 
attacks taking place might he 
the strongest factor in the 
Israeli elections, v.lial do you 
think? 

A: What we are doing is 
historically right but political- 
ly risky. You know, peace is 
ii kc an appie tree not like a 
tomato vegetable. With 


tomatoes, you have the fruits 
in the same season. With 
tipples, ii takes years and 
years before you see the 
fruits. In the meantime, we 
arc paying politically. I hope 
we arc gaining historically. 
But we arc taking a real risk, 
and we have decided as a 
leadership that to win peace 
is more important than to win 
elections. 

Q: Would that mean that you 
reject the accusations that 
most of the behaviour of your 
government is geared to- 
wards the elections or domin- 
ated by electoral considera- 
tions? 

A: What we are doing is 
ai-iiins: the conventional poli- 
tical wisdom. You know, 
i Henry) Kissinger, in an arti- 
cle published last week, 
wrote that every politician 
must make a chrice between 
becoming a hero or a star. If 
you are willing to become a 
hero, yuw -mist take the right 
decisions, if ••-ant to be a 
star, take "decisiu.. that 
please the people. Our choice 
in historic terms is a heroic 
one rather than one oriented 
towards stardom. We are not 
doing it because we want to 
he popular, but because we 
want to serve right. 

Q: Where have you reached 
on the Syrian track? 

A: We are now at the entr- 
ance to the Syrian puzzle. It 
is a puzzle within a riddle. I 
gave up the hope to under- 
stand correctly what are the 
Syrian decisions. 



Shimon Peres 

Q: Don't they seem to be* 
orienting themselves to the 
eventuality of peace? 

Q: O.K.. so how long will 
that take? When will they 
start to take decisions? 

Q: What do you think of the 
argument that the priority for 
the Syrians is not necessarily 
the Golan, but that it lies in 
the relationship with the U.S. 
a regional role. Lebanon, the 
continuity of the regime, the 
economic package, etc... 

A: I don’t think one can 
separate one from the other. 

I think the question of pre- 
stige and dignity plays a ma- 
jor role in the considerations 
of Assad. He would also like 
to have relations with the 
United States and economic 
matters, but not instead of 
the Golan, rather in addition. 

Q: Would you consider the 


Golan as his highest priority? 
A: I mean it goes together for 
him... He wants two things, 
three things, not necessarily 
one after ihe other, he wants 
them simultaneously. 

Q: Would Israel accept to 
allow Lebanon to become 
part of the deal? 

A: It doesn't depend upon us. 
We would like to see an 
independent Lebanon. But 
whether Lebanon will be- 
come independent or not is a 
Lebanese choice not an 
Israeli one. We cannot pro- 
vide Lebanon with something 
she doesn't try to achieve 
herself. We cannot replace 
Lebanon. We don’t have the 
slightest ambition or desire 
for a piece of land or a drop 
of water or for a role in 
Lebanese politics. We would 
like to be good neighbours, 
we'd like to see Lebanon 
living in peace and independ- 
ence. but we cannot do that 
on her behalf. 

Q: It recently emerged that 
there are problems related to 
the future of Al Himma in 
the Golan Heights, or what is 
known as the Palestinian 
Golan, what is your stand on 
this? 

A: Al Himma was never part 
of Syria. They gained it by 
war (which goes) against 
(U.N. Resolution) 242 and 
against the principle of non- 
acquisition of land by force. 
They have to respect that, 
(hey cannot have it both 
ways. Why should what 
others took from them be 


returned while what they 
took from somebody else 
should, be kept, why?" 

Q: So shouldn't it’ go the 
Palestinians? 

A: I don't think so. 

Q: Why not? 

A: Now it’s part of Israel, we 
didn't annex it I imagine, but 
now there are no Palestinians 
there. You see. it is difficult 
to talk about Palestinian 
rights, because there was 
neve* a Palestinian state, let 
■js not forget. Whnt we are 
considering is the Palestinian 
people and we are trying to 
make arrangements so that 
the Palestinian people will be 
able to live their own lives 
without our control or 
domination. But otherwise. I 
don't see any reason why we 
should give it up. And gener- 
ally. I don't think that Israel 
can lake so many risks. Ev- 
erybody wants her to take 
risks. And we took risks. We 
gave back to Egypt all of the 
Sinai. We returned to Jordan 
the whole of the land and the 
water. You know, Israel used 
to be, the size of Austria. 
80.000 square kilometres, to- 
day it is 24.000 square 
kilometres. I mean we gave 
up a great deal of land and 
water and if somebody thinks 
that we are here just to give 
up everything. 1 don't see any 
reason why anybody should 
think so. We have to keep an 
option of self-defence, and 
we have already taken great 
risks. 

Q: When discussing security 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Saudi Arabia defends legal 
system aga inst foreign critics 
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DUBAI. United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — Saudi Arabia 
has defended its legal system and 
Islamic punishments' such as 
beheading and amputation, 
in the face of criticism from 
abroad. 

Those found guilty of apos- 
tasy, murder, rape’ or drug 
trafficking are beheaded in 
public. For crimes considered 
even more serious under the 
kingdom's legal system, the 
body of an executed convict 
is then crucified. 

Adulterers are stoned to 
death, theft is punished by 
chopping off the right hand, 
and those caught drinking 
alcohol are lashed, under the 
Sharia Laws of Islam. 

More than 120 people have 
been beheaded by the sword 
already this year, a record. 
Almost 50 of them were 
Saudis, mostly convicted of 
murder, and the rest .were 
Asians found guilty of drug 
trafficking. 


Less than half that num- 
ber. 59 people, were be- 
headed in 1994. 

Amnesty International said 
in April that the rise in the 
number of executions was 
"proof that this form of 
punishment does not work." 

The London-based human 
rights watchdog also blasted 
the Saudi authorities for not 
allowing lawyers to defend 
those facing the death penal- 
ty- 

Another organisation. Hu- 
man Rights Watch, said the 
judgements were "far from 
meeting' the international 
standards for fair trials. 

Such charges, however, 
have had no impact on the 
Saudi rulers. 

“Our justice is well-known 
for its impartiality and in- 
tegrity. it breeds respect in- 
side and abroad." King Fahd 
said last week. 

"Crimes punishable by 
death are first studied bv 


three judges at the lower 
court, five judges on appeal, 
and five others at the higher 
court." explained Prince 
Nayef Ibn Abdul A 2 iz. the 
interior minister. 


"We do not need a certifi- 
cate of good conduct, and we 
shall not give up our Sharia. 
We shall keep on fighting 
against all infringements." he 
added. 


unfair but the Saudis rejected 
“interference in the king- 
dom's internal affairs." 

The Saudi authorities say 
the crime rate in their coun- 
try is relatively low and insist 
this is due to Sharia Law. 


The interior minister 
blasted those "orchestrating 
a campaign against Islam." 
adding that his government 
“does not give any weight to 
those criticising divine law." 

Relations between Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia cooled in 
May when an Egyptian doc- 
tor was lashed in Saudi Ara-. 
bia for defamation, after he 
complained that his child was 
sexually abused by the 
school's principal. 

Cairo's newspapers 
charged that the trial was 


"Murder cases which took 
place in the kingdom in 1994 
came to only five per cent of 
the crimes committed in the 
state of New York." said 
Hamad A! Marzouqi. direc- 
tor of a crime-fighting centre 
in the Red Sea ritv of Jeddah. 


But he admitted; "We see 
a comparative rise in crime 
rates in recent years. This is 
because of the dense foreign 
presence and growth of vast 
cities during the boom 
period." 

“Judges are not isolated in 
ivory towers, they are aware 
of society's problems." said 
Sheikh Hajr Al Dhafiri. a 
judge in Jeddah's higher 
court. 
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Kuwait looks prosperous, but bitterness remains 




KUWAIT (AP) — Five years 
after Iraqi tanks rolled' into 
Kuwait, this oil-rich desert 
state is still paying for the 
Gulf war. 

Kuwait tapped its 
multibillion-dollar bank 
account to restore the com- 
fortable, leisurely lifestyle 
that existed before Aug. 2. 
1990. the day Kuwaitis call 
“the black TTiursday.” 

On the beach where Iraqi 
tanks were parked. Kuwaiti 
children now play in mani- 
cured parks. Young men on 
jet skis buzz through the wa- 
ter. 

But reconstruction ex- 
penses have been huge, 
reaching tens of billions of 
dollars and saddling Kuwait 
with an almost ' $4 billion 
budget deficit this fiscal year. 

The government plans to 
levy income taxes and will 
require citizens to pay for 
services they have received 
free for decades, such as 
medical care. 

No one is pleading pover- 
ty. but for the first time in its 
34 years of independence. 
Kuwait must wony about how 
it spends its money, 
j,. Economist Jassem AI Saa- 
doun said the .government 
was too eager to please peo- 
ple-after thfr 1991 -liberation 


by the U.S.-led coalition, 
squandering huge sums on 
salary hikes and debt forgive- 
ness.' He told The Associated 
Press that up to one-quarter 
of the more than S70 billion 
spent since liberation was un- 
justified. 

Many Kuwaitis say the 
psychological scars of war 
have yet to heal. 

"Markets and streets are 
back to normal, but bitter- 
ness in the heart is as strong 
as it was on that day" of the 
invasion, said Habib Al 
Kuraini. a 28-year-old civil 
servant. 

Many Kuwaitis say they 
can't put the war behind 
them until they learn the fate 
of 600 Kuwaitis who dis- 
appeared during Iraq's seven- 
month occupation. Last year 
Iraq acknowledged it had 
arrested some, but claimed it 
lost track of them in the 
* chaos that followed the war. 

"How can we forget?" said 
Fatima Ashkanani. a dieti- 
tian whose cousin was killed 
fighting the Iraqis. “We don't 
even know if they are dead or 
alive.” 

But some say it’s time to 
look forward,' riot back. 

.. “The invasion- is becoming 
our excuse for anything that 
goes wrong," ■ said 'Khaled ' 


Khalaf SaJama. whose com- 
pany is building a large enter- 
tainment centre in Kuwait 
City. “We should put it be- 
hind us." 

The war that focused so 
much international attention 
on Kuwait also raised politic- 
al issues that remain unre- 
solved. 

Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad AI 
Sabah is still the unchal- 
lenged ruler, but the 50- 
member parliament is domin- 
ated by opposition groups in- 
cluding Islamic fundamental- 
ists and Western-educated 
liberals offering widely diver- 
gent views on how to reform 
the emirate. 

Just over 100.000 of 
Kuwait's 650,000 citizens are 
allowed to vote, but there are 
moves to expand Kuwait's 
“democracy of the chosen 
few.". 

A parliamentary commit- 
tee last month approved a 
plan to allow women's suf- 
frage — an unprecedented 
move in the conservative, 
patriarchal Gulf. 

Kuwait remains heavily de- 
pendent on foreign workers, 
mostly Arabs and Asians, 
who -nufrfbef 1 ' million;’ \ 

Kuwaitis- - -who braced the 
Iraqi occupation were forced 
to -icottecmrash aiKTUake 


bread for the first time in 
their lives. After liberation 
they quickly abandoned plans 
to place limits on the number 
of foreign workers. 

New villas and residential 
complexes are being built by 
Egyptian and 'Iranian work- 
ers. Asian women dean most 
of the houses. Asian men 
pick up the garbage and wa- 
ter palm Trees in the blister- 
ing heat of summer, when 
many Kuwaiti families take 
extended vacations that often 
last for months. 

Most Kuwaitis say they 
don't fear a second invasion 
by Iraq and they point to 
10-year defence agreements 
they've signed with the Un- 
ited States. Britain. France 
and Russia. 

“We learned that there are 
too few of us to fight. The 
solution is to stay friends with 
our brothers the Americans." 
said Saleh Al Bawi, a theatre 
writer and actor. 

But Mr. Al Bawi. who 
spent most cf the Iraqi 
occupation in hiding, said a 
safe basement has become a 
must in new- houses. 

"Everybody wants a base- 
ront u an^i.whetu-ycw.riask 
r.jjwods wh-y. ^ou-want-ione. ■/ 
. (hey S4y.,we need tl|e -space 
‘ . for "parties." he . quipped. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Al Azhar: Islamic parties exploit religion 


CAIRO (AFP) — Religion should not be exploited by 
creating Islamic political parties, the Sheikh of Sunni 
Islam's highest authority. A! Azhar. said in an interview 
published Friday. "In p Muslim population, what would we 
call people who- do not join the party, arc they not 
Islamic?" Sheikh Gad Al Haq Ali Gad Al Haq told the 
Arab weekly AI Muslimun. “Religion should not be 
exploited thus in the atmosphere we live in,'* the sheikh of 
Al Azhar said. He said Muslim extremists who brand 
governments in Islamic countries heretical for allowoing' 
the sale of liquor and other policies prohibited by Islam are 
"wrong and should stop this." "We must not imagine that 
there is an angelic human society. We must strive to let 
good overcome evil... by giving advice, not by declaring 
(governments) heretical." Muslims should not seek to 
change their rulers' policies except by “advice,” Sheikh 
Gad Al Haq said. "If a ruler strays from protecting the 
pubic interest, we must look for the reasons then offer 
advice.*' he said. “This is the limit of the relationship 
between the ruler and the ruled.” While Muslims may 
differ in the candidates -for governing, once the ruler is 
chosen, “there must be silence and obedience. Hear and 
obey is the basis.” Armed Muslim groups in Egypt have 
been waging a violent three-year campaign to toppje the 
government of President Hosni Mubarak, saying it has 
abandoned Islamic rules of governing. Sheikh Gad Al Haq, 
who was appointed to his position by Mr. Mubarak in 1982. 
said Al Azhar was limited to an advisory role. "It is not a 
political authority and has no executive powers. It only 
possesses the word.” 


inmates serving sentences for are 
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leader. Dursun Karatas. was jailed in France in September 
1994 until his esesape last Friday. 


Russia proposes Cyprus initiative 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Russia has proposed a foreign 
ministers’ meeting of the five permanent members of tfie 
U.N. Security Council to thrash out a 
2I-year-oid division of Cyprus. President Glafkos Clendes 
disclosed on television that the Russian 
Nicosia. Boris Zenkov, had informed him of the proposal 
earlier this week. Moscow has called for a meetin| of 
foreign ministers or their deputies from Britain. Onna, 
France, Russia and the United States, said Mr. Clendes, a 
Greek-Cypriot. The intractable problem of Cypres, has 
defied U N. mediation since 1974 when Turkish mainland 
troops occupied the northern third of the island in the .wake 
of a coup in Nicosia engineered by the junta then ruling 
Greece. The Turkish -Cypriots, who have in the past turned 
down Russian initiatives as favouring the Greek-Cy pilots , 
set up their own breakaway state in 1983 but it is recognised 
only by Ankara. 


Egypt police seize arms from ship 


Deputy’s arrest angers Yemeni parliament 


SANAA (R) — .The Yemeni parliament has decided to 
summon Interior Minister Hussein Mohammad Arab 


Saturday for questioning on his arrest of a deputy, an 
opposition newspaper said Friday. The weekly Al Thawri, 
mouthpiece of the Yemen Socialist Party (YSP) said party 
member Mohammad Nagi was arrested Tuesday at. the 
ministry building when he went to see Mr. Arab. “The 
parliament decided to summon the minister on Saturday 
for questioning over this constitutional violation of arrest- 
ing a deputy.” the newspaper said. It gave no reason for the 
arrest. The newspaper said parliamentary speaker. Sheikh 
Abdullah Al Ahtnar sent a message to Mr. Arab requesting 
the release of Mr. Said, but to no avail. Both Mr. Ahmar 
and Mr. Arab belong to rhe Islamist Islah Party, partner in 
the coalition government with the General People's Con- 
gress (GPC) of President Ali Abdullah Saleh. The YSP has 
about 65 members in the 301 -seat parliament. 


PORT SAID. Egypt (R) — Egyptian police raided a 
merchant ship in Port Said harbour and seized weapons and 
ammunition they suspect were intended for . anti- 
government Muslim militants, security sources said Friday. 
They said the ship. 'called Angeliki P, flies the Honduras 
flag and had arrived in Port Said on the Mediterranean Sea 
from Limassol in Cyprus late Thursday. The size of" the 
arms cache is not known. Police detained the Dutch captain 
and his crew for questioning. The sources said police had 
been tipped off that the ship was carrying unauthorised 
weapons and ammunition along with other goods for 
Egyptian importers. 


Kozyrev expected in Kuwait 


18 hurt in Turkish jail riot 


-ANKARA (AFP) — A riot broke out Friday in a jail near 
the Mediterranean city of Izmir but was brought under 
control after several hours leaving 18 peopje wounded, the 
Anatolian News Agency reported. The prisoners attacked 
wardens and police during the early morning roil call, 
wounding an unspecified number of them and taking some 
hostage, the agency said. When the riot ended a few hours 
later, a warden and ten policemen were injured along with 
seven prisoners, the agency said, without specifying how 
the riot was brought under control. The rioters were 


KUWAIT (R) — Russian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev is due to visit Kuwait on Aug. 2, the fifth 
anniversary of Iraq's 1990 invasin. for talks on the situation 
in the Gulf, the Kuwait News Agency said. Mr. Kozyrev 
would tilso discuss military cooperation in meetings with 
unidentified state officials, the official agency said. Mr. 
Kozyrev last visited Kuwait in October to try to mediate an 
end to a 10-day border flare-up with Iraq. He also played a 
key role the following month in securing, Iraqi recognition 
of Kuwait as a sovereign state within U^N.-demarcated 
borders. Moscow has been leading a campaign in the U.N. 
Security Council to ease sanctions imposed on Baghdad 
after its invasion. But Kuwait and most of its Gulf 
neighbours remain suspicious of .any move to relax the 
embargo. Kuwait last year agreed to buy $760 million 
worth of arms from Moscow including fighting vehicles and 
missile systems. r 


Egypt joins the green revolution 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptians, 
worried that their nation is 
sinking in a mire of industrial 
and domestic waste, are join- 
ing the green revolution and 
beginning to pressure pollu- 
ters to clean up the country. 

Cairo has the highest level 
of lead pollution of any city in 
the world which, compound- 
ed by the unregulated dump- 
ing of toxic waste and untre- 
ated water across the coun- 
try. has prompted a major 
government clean-up prog- 
ramme. 

An £80 million (S23.5 mil- 
lion) fund has been set up to 
help polluting industries, 
many of them publicly own- 
ed, install filters while other 
firms are being encouraged to 
move away -from populated 
areas. 

However, cleaning up in- 
dustries. such as chemical 
works, cement factories and 
foundries, is expensive — 
moving ihe cement works at 
Hehvan. 30 kilometres (20 
miles) south of Cairo, will 
cost almost S6 million alone. 

So the government is tak- 
ing things slowly. "We are 
just starting.” said Environ- 
ment Minister Atef Ebeid. 
who is also responsible for 


public enterprises. 

"Business is not mature 
enough. You cannot turn 120 
degrees all at once. You have 
to persuade, convince, help 
them to find the resources 
and technologies." 

His ministry is sponsoring a 
business association for en- 
vironmental conservation, 
due to hold its first general 
meeting in September. 

The department set out an 
action plan in 1992 and 
brought in a new law last year 
to stiffen fines for polluters 
and promised to create an 
environmental police force. 

Salah Hafez, director of 
the country’s Environmental 
Protection Agency, said the 
government had delayed im- 
plementing some legislation 
until it felt it had full public 
backing. 

It was working closely with 
100 non-government orga- 
nisations to build support for 
the clean-up. which would 
probably take another two 
years, he said. 

A World Bank report, 
published in October, said 90 
per cent of Egypt's used wa- 
ter went untreated while 
probably 80 per cent of in- 
dustrial waste water was dis- 


charged unmonitored. 

"Air pollution in Cairo and 
Alexandria already exceeds 
maximum safety levels sever- 
al fold. Cairo has the world's 
highest lead content levels in 
the air, eight times the max- 
imum safety level.” it said. 

"Egyptian industries are 
estimated to dump at least JO 
tonnes of solid waste (one per 
cent of which is hazardous) a 
minute. A third of it goes into 
uncontrolled landfills, canal 
banks and drains." the report 
added. . 

The report, citing Hel- 
wan's cement works. Misr 
Chemical ar Alexandria and 
textile factories at Mahalla in 
the Nile Delta, conduded: 
“Some of Egypt's public in- 
dustries could hardly be 
heavier polluters." 

Now the government has 
ordered all factories to begin 
water treatment within three 
years and is constructing 121 
water treatment works in the 
main cities. 

But it would cost $6 billion 
to connect the whole of the 
country to a water treatment 
network. Mr. Ebeid said. 

“The problem will be in 
the villages. We have to look 


for inexpensive technology. 
Now we have a programme 
starting with Israel and Jor- 
dan to search for the most 
appropriate technology.” he 
said. 

The other major problem is the 
annual 2.2 per cent popula- 
tion increase and a growing 
urbanisation despite a 1984 
ban on developing on rapidly 
disappearing agricultural 
land. 


Each year 12.600 hectares 
(31.000 acres) of farmland 
disappear but Mr. Ebeid 
added: “Violations have 
gone down, from 1.000 the 
first vear to 10-15 everv 


vear. 


He has also announced 
that unleaded petrol is to go 
on sale for the first lime in 
Egypt from Aug. I. 

Mr. Hafez admitted lead 
levels in certain pans of the 
capital were high but insisted 
they had reduced by 20 per 
cent since 1992 because of 
improvements to traffic man- 
agement. 

And he stressed; "The Nile 
is considered cleaner than 
most of the rivers in Europe, 
especially in Eastern 
Europe." 


UAE orders fishermen to get their sea legs back 


^JUMAiRAfcL: United Arab 

r J^ifa ;; apd r 
.fishermen sat- on ggts on 
Jurnairah beach ana looked 
out to a turquoise sea to 
ponder the future of an old 
Gulf Arab tradition. 

A new law in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) seeks 
to revive that fishing tradition 
by forcing Mr. Khalifa and 
others to spend less time on 
land and climb into the boats 
with their Indian crews. 

"Our sons want a house, a 
car and a wife, and what you 
get from the sea doesn't pro- 
vide this,” said Mr. Khalifa, 
who also has a job in customs 
at a Dubai port and who lives 
in a modest seafront home 
provided by the government. 

“It provides just the neces-> 
sities." he said. 

The fishermen all wanted 
their sons to have a good 
education and benefit from 
new opportunities created by 
oil and trade rather than take 
them out daily to teach them 
the harsh rules of the sea. 

Under the new law. every 
boat leaving port must have 
at least one Emirari or other 
Gulf Arab on board. Ta en- 
courage them, the govern- 
ment plans to offer low- 
interest loans to help them 
buy equipment and provide 
other incentives. 

Emirati fishermen said that 
since many of them owned 
more than one boat they 
would have to leave the 
others on land or take their 



sons out of school to man the 
oiher vessels. 

"My eldest son is going out 
on the second boat for now. 
But when fall comes, he'll go 
to school," Mr. Khalifa said. 

Mr. Khalifa, who learned 
his trade from his unde but 
who stopped five years ago 
because he had too much 
work at his other job, re- 
sumed fishing after the law 
took effect on July 4. 

However, fishermen said 
they would have greater con- 
trol over their revenues by 
accompanying their crew and 


would be more likely to pre- 
vent overfishing as well as 
theft of their fishing equip- 
ment. 

"We have a saying from 
our ancestors that any mare- 
rial thing left unattended, 
whether land, house, cash or 
jewellery, is subject to theft." 
Mr. Khalifa said. 

How can the owner be sure 
how much fish his employees 
have caught and how much 
they sold it for if he does not 
sail with them, he asked. 

Following up on the new 
law issued by the Interior 
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Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
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... Harry and the Hendersons 
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Children's programme — Spirou 
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I Drama — Place En Gadrc A Vue 
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19:15 

Magazine — Faut Pas Rcvcr 
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The Bold and die Beautiful 

21:15 

Dr. Quim-Medidnc Woman 
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.... Film — Murder So Swci 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:14. 


05:44 . 
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16:23 . 
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CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweUlefa. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Td. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the A nrniarhrtto u Td. 

637440. 

Dr h SeSe Church Td. 661757 


TerrasaxKta Church Td: 622366 
Church of the Ammodmicm Td. 
623541. 

AngBcan Church Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathode Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International C hurch Td. 
652526. 

Eraagdhal Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

GenuaMpcaMag EvaagcBcal Con- 
gregation Td. 664IQS 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazi retie Td. 675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church in 
Amman 

Td. 811295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin suppffcd hy the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology, 

Moderate hot weather conditions 
will prevail with winds northerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min^Max. temp. 

Amman 20/33 

Aqaba 27/40 

Deserts 17/35 

Jordan Valley 24/39 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32. Aqaba 40 Humidity 
readings: Amman 35 per cent- 
Aqaba 32 per cent. 
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^iMmistr^theo\!gricultiire^d 
1 /, Hsheritk Ministry d&tr&Qted 
rircuJpr urginfJSifttimen 
not to use nets with; Holes less 
than 1.5 indies (four cen- 
timetres) to avoid catching 
young fish. 

It urged against fishing tur-. - 
ties, spreading nets along die 
sea bed as well as against - 
catching sharks which are ■’ 
usually thrown back in the./, 
water after their fins and tailsW 
are sliced off for customers. 

“AH efforts are being made- .- 
by the ministry to help the ’ . . 
fishing industry to bring a " 
new generation of nationals 
into a traditional industry," 

Ali Dahmash, an official at ■ 
the Agriculture and -Fisheries . 
Ministry, told the Khaleej 
Times. 

He told the newspaper that .- - 
boats accompanied by local 
fishermen had reduced “mal-. 
practices" at sea. ; 

Mr. Dahmash said fish- - 
prices had increased but' 
blamed the rise on' a seaonal 
drop in catch due to intense 
heat and rough seas. 

Salesmen at the fish mar- 
kets said the price hikes were 
in response to the new law 
which limited the number of. 
boats going out, although. - 
some said the problem was 
temporary until all the Emir- v: 
ati boat owners received their .'. 
permits. -- •' ' 

The new law ' is part of 
broadbased efforts to find. 
Emiratis to do the jobs ofteh” 
aone by foreigners who forth- --- 
a majority in the UAE. 
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USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidal AI Dahlch 827195 

Dr. Basiam Karadshch 759200 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 776751 

Dr. Sahjat Bader 849362 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdpws pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

NairouUi pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ’ 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Mohammad Khalili 273099 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ghassan Faqih 906130 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 ill 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
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Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 111. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 77512? 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 8%390 

Pnblk Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 6U58U0 

Pncc Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 8C74A7 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AMali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 •- 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

81 56 15 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia lntl. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 


Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

s 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jfebal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhns. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmekani 664171/4 

Shmekani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Miuuhcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdati 666127/37 

AI-AhJi. Abdali 6c*4IM/fi 

Italian. ALMuhajrccn ... 777101/3 
A I- Bashir, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (WJW099Q 
QUID: 

Princess BasmaHoipnjl (021275555 

Greek CwbobcHosnim (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)24711X1 

AQABA: 

PrinftsrHaya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALiA 


INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 


This information h supplied hy 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where It should always he veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
night* 

(Terminal 1) 

OfcOO Jakarta, Singapore (RJ) 

08:00 Damascus (RJ) 

0fc45 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

I0-J0 Beirut I RJ) 

I(h38 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

UM Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 

11:00 Colombo (RJ) 

tftOO New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:25 Istanbul (RJ) 

I9HW Cairo. Alexandria (RJ) 

1900 London, Beilin (RJ) 

20:50 - Vienna (RJ) 

21:00 Madrid (addl(RJ) 

03:00 Madrid (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Vienna (OS) 

U 5 *® Damascus (AZ) 

Shariqah. Doha (GF) 

**1? Romc(AZ) 

•f* Cairo (MS) 

" ! J£ ■■■■: ; Beirut (ME) 

Pans- Damascus f AF) 

HifS Lamaca (CY) 

“t® •; Amsterdam (KL) 

OOaO... . London. Damascus (BA) 
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Home News 

Jordan appreciates US write-off 
of debts — Kabariti 


Jordan Times, July 29, 1995 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minster 
of Foreign Affairs Abdnl 
Kabariti has 
expressed Jordan's apprecia- 
tion of U.S. President Bill 
Clinton's decision to sign 
into law a congressional bill 
allowing the U S administra- 
tion to cancel all of Jordan's 
debt to tbe United States. 

In a statement quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, Mr. Kabariti said that 
President Clinton's endorse- 
ment of the bill reflects tbe 
U.S. administration's keen 
backing of the Middle Hast 
peace process and its sup- 
port for Jordan's ongoing 
economic development plan 
in the Kingdom. 

Earlier tins month the U.S. 
Senate passsed a bill allow- 
ing the Washington adminis- 
tration to write off the 
remainder of Jordan's debt 
estimated at $488 mil li nn 


The president on Thursday 
signed the bill into law . 

The first tranche of debt 
relief for Jordan was 
approved by Congress in 
August 1994 shortly after the 
signing of tbe Washington 
Declaration between Jordan 
and Israel. 

In February 1995, the Clin- 
ton administration requested 
that Congress combine tbe 
two remaining tranches, 
totalling $488 million, so 
that the amount would be 
cancelled in one go instead 
of two in fiscal 1995 and 
1996. 

Mr Kabariti said be hoped 
that the U.S. admini stration 
move would open the way 
for the member states of tbe 
European Union to follow 
suit and write off Jordan's 
debt to these countries 
which, be said, are intent on 
helping Jordan and support- 





Abdul Karim Kabariti 

ing tbe peace process in the 
region . 


Jordan’s growth fuels surge 
in electricity demand 


By Suleiman A1 Khnlidi 
Reuter 

Amman — Jordan's electric- 
ity consumption, is expected 
to soar a record 12 per cent 
in 1995 fueled by the econo- 
my's growth in the wake of 
peace with Israel, Minister 
of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Samifa Darwazeh 
said on Friday. 

"There has been an extra- 
ordinary increase in electric- 
ity consumption in 
1994/1995 due to growth in 
the economy, with high 
industrial, tourism and com- 
mercial demand," Mr. Dar- 
wazeh told Reuters. 

He said electricity con- 
sumption was forecast to 
surge by 1 1 to 1 2 per cent at 
tbe end of 1995, compared 
to a. 5 to. 6 per .cent annual f, 
ra te- tir the -pre-!990-I99I Jf 
Golf War. ltrose TO per bent • 
in 1994.’ “ " 

Much of the demand was 
fueled by a 60 per cent surge 
in tbe first half of 1995 by 
newly constructed hotels 
outside Amman, as investors 
cash on a tourism boom in 


the wake of Jordan's Octo- 
ber 1994 peace treaty with 
Israel, tbe minister said. 

Mr. Darwazeh added that 
the government planned to 
invest $150 million annually 
in electricity generation to 
cope with tbe unexpected 
rise in demand until the sec- 
tor was privatised by tbe 
year 2000. 

He said the government- 
owned Jordan Electricty 
Authority (JEA) would 
become a commercially run 
concern by the end of 1995, 
a first step towards floating 
its shares to the private sec- 
tor 

First half 1995 consump- 
tion by large industry, with 
new industries coming on 
stream including two iron 
ore plants, rose by 13.6 per 
cent, medium firms rose 9.4 
'percent,, small industry rose ; : 
8.6 per pent, while a; 10 per 
cent rise came from com- 
merce. 

Household consumption's 
rise of 12 percent in the first 
half of 1995 was due to 
higher living standards and 
an annual population growth 
rate of more than 3 per cent 


Mr. Darwazeh said electri- 
cal demand was forecast to 
rise to a seasonal peak load 
of 1,100 megawatts in 1997 
against an expected seasonal 
peak load of 860 megawatts 
in SepL 1995. 

Mr. Darwazeh said the 
government decided to 
install an extra 100 
megawatt generator to be 
constructed by JanVFeb. 
1996. 

Tbe generator, at a cost of 
$40-50 million, will keep 
Jordan in "good shape” to 
meet shortages until 1997 
when a $184 million project 
to double Jordan's Aqaba 
power plant is completed, 
tbe minister said. 

Tbe Aqaba plant's dou- 
bling of capacity to . 520 
-megawatt will make it tjie 
;Kipgdom’s largest of three 
power plants. 

A final third 130 megawatt 
unit would be added to the 
main Aqaba plant by the 
year 2000, when electricty 
generation would then be 
run by the private sector, Mr. 
Darwazeh said " 


Will'S 


JERASH FESTIVAL 

* Concert by Poltex Folklore Group of Poland at the Sound & Light Theatre at 8:00 
pjn. 

Concert by Blassoichester Langenhagen of Germany at Artemis Stepts at 9:00 pjn. 

* Concert by the National Club of Circassian Folklore at the South Theatre at 8:30 
p.m. 

"Guem. Drum Show (France), Sound & Light Theatre, Fri., 9:00 pui 

* Concert by Najib .Haddad, Gracia Theatre, Fri, 930 pJ3X 

* Performance by Jugnu Group, Forum, Fri., 7:00 pun. - 9KX) p .in- 
play (in Arabic) entitled "The Caravan of Excellence - - the War," (Part II) at Gra- 
cia Theatre at 8 KM p.m. 

■•Operetta, poems of late Jabra IbraHim Jabra by Tania Nasser and Agnes Bashir at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 830 pm. 

* Egyptian circus at the Forum at 9:30 pm. 

Performance by several Jordanian groups at the Forum (6:30-9:00 pm). 

t 

SEMINAR 

* "Modem Poetry in Bahrain," with the participation of Dr. Alawi A1 Hashimi at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art, at 7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITION 
/ 

* Exhibition of Palestinian products 95 at the Universal Expo Centre, University 
Road. 

* Display of Palestinian heritage at the Professional Associations Complex. 

* Paintings and ceramics by Arab artists at Orfali Art Gallery, Umm Utheina. 

* Paintings by Adrian Yahyah at Darat Al Funun. 

Exhflrition demonstrating the development of cinema over the past century at the 
I French Cultural Centre. 


REC announces new university admission 
rules for students from badia, remote regions 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Royal Endowment Commit- 
tee (REC) Friday announced 
the names of badia and 
remote region schools which 
would be entitled to enrol 
their students at stare-run 
universities for the coming 
academic year. 

Tbe REC, which is chaired 
by His Royal Highness 
Prince Ghazi Ben Moham- 
mad, named the conditions 
under which students from 
these schools should be 
selected to enroll 'for the 
1995-96 year at tbe King- 
dom's five state universities. 

In an REC statement the 
committee issued conditions 
to be met by students (see 
inset). 

Tbe statement also said 
that student applications 
should be submitted to tbe 
universities between Aug. 1 
and Aug. 15, 1995. 

Tbe Council of Higher 
Education last week 
announced that tbe five 


state-run universities, as 
well as Amman University 
College, will admit a total of 
9,135 undergraduates in the 
coming academic year. 

Earlier this month, the 
REC was created, and new 
rules were set to revise tbe 
bases for admitting students 
residing in remote areas and 
the badia regions into the 


country's stare universities . 

According to a govern- 
ment announcement, the 
committee, which was set up 
in implementation of a royal 
directive, will target stu- 
dents from less developed 
areas to be admitted into 
universities. 

Tbe new admissions con- 
ditions will replace the pre- 


REC statement of conditions 

1 — Students must have completed their secondary stud- 
ies at the badia regions. 

2 — Students must have passed their tawjihi examinations 
in tbe previous scholastic year. 

3 — Students must have acquired an average grade of 65 
per cent in tbe tawjihi examination to be accepted at the 
humanities faculties and no less than 80 per cent for accep- 
tace into tbe science majors, with the exception of medical 
schools where only those with an 85 per cent average and 
above will be accepted. 

4 — Students must provide a certificate of good conduct. 

5 — Students must not have previously secured a seat at 
any state-run university in Jordan. 

According to the statement, those student who are accept- 
ed will be referred to tbe universities according to their 
grades and Geld of study. 



Prince Ghazi Ben Mo hamma d 


vious system in which a cer- 
tain number of state univer- 
sity seats were annually 
alioted to students from the 
badia and Jordanian tribes 
and for special cases 
through a Royal Court list. 

The statement said that the 


new measure aims to 
upgrade the educational 
process in less developed, 
areas and to eventually pro- 
vide schools in (hose areas 
with better qualified teach- 
ing staff from among the 
graduates who benefitted 
from tbe REC programme. 


Agriculture ministry 
denies rumours of 
use of carcinogens, 
says produce is safe 


Amman (Petra) — Tbe 
director of the Agricultural 
Production Protection 
Department at the Ministry 
of Agriculture has said that 
local agricultural produce 
are safe from any harmful 
substances and all rumours 
concerning the use of can- 
cerous insecticides, pesti- 
cides or chemicals are total- 
ly groundless. 

Mazen Khasawneh. told 
the media Thursday during 
a tour of the ministry’s lob- • 
oratories 1 - in Baqa-a that aU 
Jordanian '• agricultural pro- 
dftfee and those imported 
from abroad are safe and 
are subject to strict quality 
control measures. 

Our local production and 
imported agricultural goods 
are free of any harmful 
effects resulting from the 
use of insecticides and pes- 
ticides, Mr. Khasawneh 
said. 

He dismissed as baseless 
any rumours allege ging that 
several countries have 
turned down Jordanian 
agricultural exports. 

He stressed that Jordan 
uses insecticides in accor- 
dance with 'internationally 
accepted standards. 

Ml Khasawneh said tbe 
Kingdom uses 3,000 tonnes 
of insecticides a year — 
less than the internationally 
recommended standards, be 
emphasised. 

Tests carried out by min- 
istry laboratories have 


found that residual amounts 
of insecticides and pesti- 
cides on fruits and vegeta- 
bles are negligible, he 
added. 

Mr. Khasawneh said Jor- 
dan uses organic insecti- 
cides and pesticides which 
remain harmless provided 
tbe recommended dosage is 
not exceeded. 

Jordan has banned tbe use 
of highly toxic Insecticides 
for more than 15 years and 
has been at the forefront of 
countries : which maintain 
' strict 1 safety ' and quality 
control measures, tbe min- 
ister said. 

Mr. Khasawneh said the 
ministry prohibits tbe entry 
into the country of insecti- 
cides with harmful effects 
on the health of citizens, 
nor does it allow tbe impor- 
tation of any agricultural 
items known to contain 
harmful or cancerous sub- 
stances, and that all import- 
ed agricultural products are 
ooly cleared when laborato- 
ry tests prove them fit for 
human consumption. 

On the use of hormones in 
agriculture, Ml Khasawneh 
said hormones axe used 
internationally in agricul- 
ture, and they have no 
harmful effects on people. 

Hormones are available 
in die plants themselves; 
they are a means of helping 
the plant to take root in the 
ground and have no poiso- 
nous or harmful side effects 
atalL he said. 


Tafileh’s new mayor demands help 
for ‘bankrupt’ municipality 


TAFILEH (J.T.) — Of the 
259 mayors and local coun- 
cil members elected cm July 
11 in Jordan, Ahmad Quraan 
the new mayor of Tafileh is 
the first to demand govern- 
ment help because his office 
is bankrupt and can not pay 
the wages of the municipali- 
ty's workers. 

In an interview with Jor- 
dan Television Mr. Quraan 
said, that the municipality 
has failed to pay JD 56,000 
worth of wages to its 126 
workers for June and July 
and has been unable to pro- 
vide necessary municipal 
services such as road 
repairs, garbage collection 
aqd street cloning.. 


He said that because the 
municipality faces a deficit 
of nearly JD 100,000, his 
council would need immedi- 
ate and substantial financial 
assistance if it is to carry out 
tbe required services. 

Saying that the municipal- 
ity's income from local rev- 
enues barely covered 20 per 
cent of its actual needs, Mr. 
Quraan appealed to tbe 
Tafileh residents to pay their 
public service bills. 

He also called on the gov- 
ernment to extend help to his 
council and to find new 
resources that would enable 
it to succeed in its mission. 
... .Minister. of Municipal and , 
, Rural Affairs, and. the Envi- 


ronment Nader Thuheirat 
said during a tour of Jerash 
and Ajloun districts earlier 
this year that the ministry 
was planning to initiate 
investment and income gen- 
erating projects at each 
major municipality in differ- 
ent govemoraies after the 
elections in order to help 
them earn income needed to 
finance local services pro- 
ject The minister also said 
that the second step would 
be to help the smaller 
municipalities . 

Admitting that most 
municipalities were deep in 
debt , Mr. Thuheirat said that 
the municipalities would be 
helped. • r,; ’ 


Rweished water scarcity will be 
resolved, says Hammad 


RWEISHED (Petra) — The 
government is concerned 
about the water scarcity 
problem in the Rweished 
district near the Iraqi border 
and is woridng on ways to 
resolve the problem, accord- 
ing to Minister of Interior 
SaLfuneh Hammad. 

Mr. Hammad, accompa- 
nied by Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Saleh Irshei- 
dat and' Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mansour Ben Tarif, 
toured the Rweished district 
Thursday. 

He was speaking at a 
meeting attended by district 
notables after examining the 
problem with Mafraq Gov- 
ernor Qaftan Majali. 

The minister announced 
that two artesian wells will 


be reactivated: Hanif and 
Rijlet al Khaii. Pumps will 
be installed to start supply- 
ing Rweished residents with 
sufficient water. 

The minister also said 
maintenance will be imme- 
diately carried out on other 
local artesian wells which 
are supplying water to the 
Hammad agricultural pro- 
ject within the Rweished 
district. 

Authorities will conduct a 
long-term s'tudy for drilling 
new artesian wells in several 
regions and for building 
earth dams to collect rain 
■water for livestock. Ml 
Hammad said. 

Tbe three ministers 
inspected the artesian wells 
and met with local residents 


who complained of water 
shortages and how tbe situa- 
tion was affecting their fam- 
ilies and their livestock. 

The ministers listened to a 
briefing on tbe Hammad 
project by its director, 
Nameq TelL and his assis- 
tants. 

The project involves 
building earth dams and 
developing pasture lands. 

The ministers, accompa- 
nied by officials from the 
Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA), also met with Shar- 
ifeh Zein Bint Nasser, who 
is supervising a project for 
the development of the Jor- 
■ daman badia to discuss local 
residents' needs and to fol- 
low up on the progress of the 
project. 


JICA team 
arrives for 
energy talks 
today 


Amman (Petra) — A Japan- 
ese delegation representing 
the Japanese Agency for 
International Cooperation 
(JICA) today starts a week- 
long visit to Jordan during 
which it will hold talks with 
senior officials on electrici- 
ty related issues. 

Tbe delegation will under- 
take several studies on pre- 
venting waste in the coun- 
try’s national electricity 
grid, in addition to studies 
■on developing the Aqaba 
port and the possibility of 
setting up industrial estates 
in the southern regions of 
Jordan. 

The delegation will visit 
the Aqaba Thermal Power 
Plant, Al Hussein Thermal 
Power Plant, and the Elec- 
tricians Training Centre in 
Zarqa, which was set up 
through contributions from 
JICA. 

The centre serves as a 
regional training centre for 
electrical engineers and 
technicians from Arab 
countries. 


‘Jordan remains under-supplied by regions water sources’ 


By Khattab Salman 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Syria has the 
lion's share of regional 
water in tbe Middle East, 
and Jordan is under-sup- 
plied, according to Munther 
Haddadin, former head of 
the Kingdom's delegation- to . 
the Jordan- Israeli peace - 
talks on water. 

"Syria currently uses 220 
million cubic metres (mem) 
of Yarmouk River waters 
while its share, designated 
by an Arab League technical 
committee in 1987, should 
not exceed 90 mem, Dr. 
Haddadin said in a lecture 
entitled "Waters of the King- 
dom in the Battles of War 
and Peace," delivered at the" 
World Affairs Council 
Thursday. 

In addition, he said, Syria 
started building a series of 
dams on the Yarmouk River 
in 1970, while Jordan was 
busy "sorting out its domes- 
tic crisis." 

"It was not until 1975 that 
Jordan became aware of the 
size of the Syrian project. 
When a Jordanian delega- 
tion that 1 was a member of 
visited the Yarmouk basin, 
we were shocked," Dr. Had- 


dadin said. He said the dis- 
covery of the extent of warer 
being tapped by Syria 
spurred the Jordanians to 
move to correct the situation 
on all levels. 

"Syria and Jordan signed 
two agreements regulating 
the use of water sources. 
The first, in 1978, was legal- 
ly adopted in Jordan, but did 
not go through constitution- 
al procedures in Syria and 
thus was not implemented," 
he said. 

"The second water agree- 
ment was signed in 1987, 
but Syria has continued to 
over-utilise its quot#," he 
said. 

Dr. Haddadin said that 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) President Yasser 
Arafat requested Jordan's 
help in water negotiations 
between the PNA and Israel, 
during Mr. Arafat's last visit 
to the Kingdom. 

He noted that, according 
to the Oslo Accord, PaKs 1 
tinians are only allowed to 
distribute water in the 
Israeli-occupied territories, 
conduct maintenance works 
and collect water fees. . 

"Thev (the Palestinians) 



Munther Haddadin 

are not allowed to have con- 
trol over water resources in 
the West Bank," he empha- 
sised. 

Concerning future local 
and regional water needs. 
Dr. Haddadin said that Jor- 
dan will need an additional 
.39*: 
yffilr' 

800 mem by 2040. 

"Future regional needs of 
water could easily reach 3 
billion cubic metres in 2040. 
This amount is not available 
in Jordan, Syria, or Israel," 



Dr. Haddadin said. 

He indicated that Turkey 
and Iraq could help in this 
regard despite the current 
water situation in the two 
countries, which is short by 
23 mem. According to Dr. 
Haddadin, these two coun- 
tries could solve their water 
shortage problems by 
improving farming tech- 
niques and increasing efforts 
in the collection of intra- 
Turkish waters. 

"This solution can benefit 
those two countries as well 
as Jordan, Syria and Israel. 
It can provide an additional 
20 mcm which could be 
allocated fairly," he said. 

Turning to other issues. 
Dr. Haddadin said that 
removing the government 
subsidy on water is 
inevitable, but needs thor- 
ough studies. 

"I do not object to this pro- 
cedure if tbe World Bank and 
International ■ Monetary 
F£jflF$R4F) provide funds 
fttffetfer projects with grace 
periods during which Jordan 
can be enabled to raise its 
per capita to the levels 
where citizens can afford to 
pay for uosubsidised water," 
Dr. Haddadin said. 
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Taiwan 


to study 
need for 
nuclear 


arsenal 


Major’s majority cut to Britain freezes aid to Kenya 

_• NAIROBI (Agencies) — and “a step back from politic- But 1 ?. a * ina T i5' 

flfa a ' — a — — — a — British Minister for Overseas al brinkmanship/and said Maturi Kigano Thu 

jW alXcr fa ■■ ■■ lOSS Development Lynda Chalker that if the government had missed the goye 

f announced a freeze of British any serious charges against arcuMtions^^ 

aid to Kenya in Nairobi Fri- “ 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
ruling Conservative Party 
suffered a humiliating defeat 
at the polls Friday, finishing 


in national opinion polls, put 
a brave face. They have not 
won a by-election since 1989. 
Party chairman Brian Ma- 


third in a by-election which • whinney said he was certain 


TAIPEI (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui said Fri- 
day Taiwan would study 
whether it needed to start a 
nuclear arsenal, one day after 
he said the island would not 
bow to pressure from archriv- 
al China. 

“Under present circumst- 
ances. whether we need to do 
this is a very big question.” 

. Mr. Lee said in answer to a 
question on nuclear weapons 
from a deputy to the National 
Assembly. 

The deputy proposed that 
Taiwan should develop a nuc- 
lear arsenal to beef up its 
national defence, local news- 
papers reported. 

“Everyone knows we had 
had the plan before but this 
issue drew international 
attention and affected the 
whole country’s image.” Mr. 
Lee said in an answer carried 
on state-funded television. 

"Whether we need the pro- 
tection of nuclear weapons... 
we should re-study the ques^ 
tion from long-term point of 
view,” Mr. Lee said. 

His remarks added a new 
dimension to a mounting ten- . 
sion between Taiwan and | 
China after Beijing 
announced Wednesday it had 
completed a series of missile 
test in the sea just 140 
kilometres north, of Taiwan. 

Top Taiwan officials have 
said the tests were aimed at 
causing panic here and 
fomenting social instability.. 

Relations had already 
plunged after China's vehe- 
ment protest over Mr. Lee’s 
.landmark private trip to the 
United States in June, the 
first by a Taiwan president. 

China has issued a series of 
attacks on Mr. Lee since the 
visit and repeated a threat of 
military action should Taiwan 
declare independence. 

But Mr. Lee was defiant in 
a keynote speech Thursday, 
saying Taiwan would stream- 
line its military to pany any 
. possible attack from. China. 

! .7,Mr* Lee. in his annual state 
of the nation address to -the 
National Assembly. - said 
Taiwan would not bow to 
pressure and vowed to build a 
force to “terrify and stop” 
any attack by China. 

He condemned China’s 
military build-up as destabi- 
lising to the region and said 
Taiwan would build up a 
second generation of 
weapons and soldiers to com- 
bat the threat from China, 
the island's rival since a civil 
war in 1949. 

Both Beijing, which re- 
gards Taiwan as renegade 
province, and Taipei say they 
seek re-unification, but on 
very different terms. 

In 1988. officials issued a 
series of denials that Taiwan 
was developing nuclear 
weapons following newspap- 
er reports that a senior nuc- 
lear scientist ar a government 
research institute had left for 
the United States 'with in- 
formation that Taiwan was 
developing atomic bombs. 

Taiwan has never denied 
having the capacity to manu- 
facture nuclear arms. It has 
three nuclear power plants 
and a fourth is under con- 
struction. 

Taiwan signed the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treatv in 
1968. 

Meanwhile, the report of a 
public opinion poll showed 
Friday that China's recent 
missile exercise had 
weakened calls for Taiwan 
independence with 43.5 per 
cent of the people here con- 
sidering Beijing authorities as 
hostile. 

The popularity of Presi- 
dent Lee. meanwhile, 
reached this year’s peak of 80 
per cent although his con- 
troversial "private” ■visit to 
the United States was seen to 
have led to the six-day exer- 
cise off Taiwan's northern tip 
earlier this week, the poll 
showed. 

Only 10 per cent of the 852 
respondents were critical of 
Mr. Lees performance, the 
survey carried out by China 
Times showed. 

Fifty per cent of those 
questioned Wednesday and 
Thursday preferred to main- 
tain the status quo in relation 
between the island and its 
rival China. 

Support for declaring 
Taiwan a state independent 
of China dropped from 18 per 
cent in mid-July to 12.4 per 
cent this week, and 20.7 per 
cent favoured reunification 
between the rwo sides sepa- 
rated in 1949. 

Some 37.8 per cent said 
China might invade the island 
once it declares independ- 
ence and 19.8 per cent be- 
lieved China would do so as it 
has threatened. 


cut Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor's majority in the 651-seat 
parliament to just nine. 

After a brief period of 
euphoria in early July when 
he defeated a challenge to his 
party leadership. Mr. Major 
was given a depressingly 
familiar picture of the gov- 
ernment's unpopularity by 
the voters of Littleborough 
and Saddleworth in northern 
England. 

Liberal Democrat candi- 
date Chris Davies took the. 
seat from the Conservatives, 
polling 16,231 votes and nar- 
rowly defeating Phil Woolas 
of the main opposition 
Labour Party. 

Mr. Woolas had 14.238 
votes, leaving Conservative 
John Hudson floundering in 
third place with 9.938 votes. 
At the 1992 general election 
Conservative candidate 
Geoffrey Dickens polled 
23.682 votes and had a 
majority over Mr. Davies of 
4,494. 


“This is a superb result.” 
said Paddy Ashdown, leader 
of the centrist Liberal Demo- 
crats who now have 24 mem- 
bers of parliament. “The gov- 
ernment's majority has been 
cut to single figures by a 
Liberal Democrat victory.” 
The Conservatives, more 
than 30 points behind Labour 


the Conservatives would win 
Littleborough and Saddle- 
worth back at the next gener- 
al election, due by mid-1997. 

“I am disappointed we 
didn't win. but I am encour- 
aged that the bedrock of 
Conservative support held up 
and I am satisfied that the 
Labour Party didn’t win.” 
Mr. Mawhinney said. 

Every seat lost by the Con- 
servatives in by-elections, 
traditionally used by voters to 
express their protest against 
the government of the day. 
after the 1987 general elec- 
tion was won back in 1992 
when Mr. Major had a sur- 
prise victory. 

The Conservatives, in pow- 
er since 1979. have lost the 
confidence of voters because 
of tax rises, policy U-turns, 
and a series of sexual and 
financial scandals. 

The public perception of 
the Conservatives as a deeply 
unpopular party out of touch 
with voter concerns was rein- 
forced with a debacle over 
“fat cat” tax breaks for top 
executives. 

Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer Kenneth Clarke Thurs- 
day caved in to intense press- 
ure when he announced that 
existing share option schemes 
would return to the old tax 


Conservatives’ majority — it 
was 21 after the 1992 election 
— means Mr. Major could 
face increasing difficulty 
pushing controversial legisla- 
tion through parliament. 

A revolt by»anti-Europeari 
Conservative members of 
parliament caused Mr. Major 
serious problems in late 1994 
and early 1995. forcing him 
into an embarrassing policy 
change on a proposed rise in 
tax on heating fuel included 
in the annual budget state- 
ment. 


day, linking its resumption to 
progress on political freedom 


The Littleborough and 
Saddleworth by-election was 
caused by the death of Mr. 
Dickens, the fifth estimate 
morality could remove Mr. 
Major's majority totally by 
the next election. 

Labour was satisfied with 
its performance but must be 
disappointed it did not secure 
victory in the son of consti- 
tuency full of disenchanted 
middle-class voters it will 
need to win at the next elec- 
tion. 


regime. 

The whittling away of the 


Mr. Woolas said the result 
showed "there are no no-go 
areas for the new Labour.” 
“People are voting for 
change now and not protest.” 
said Labour deputy leader 
John Prescott. 

Under Tony Blair, leader 
for 12 months. Labour has 
ditched much of its socialist 
dogma, relabelled itself “new 
Labour” and moved into the 
centre ground of British poli- 
tics. 


Simpson witness bolsters 
defence conspiracy theory 


LOS ANGELES .(R) — 
Blood found on O.J. Simp- 
son's socks was placed there 
by a hand or some other 
object and was not splattered 
onto the garments, a forensic 
expert testified Thursday in 
the legendary athlete's 
double-murder trial. 

Professor Herbert Mac- 
Donetl said microscopic ex- 
amination of the blood stains 
showed the, blood was only 
on the surface of the fibers, 
and had not saturated, them 
as would have been the case 
if the blood had splashed on 
them. 

The blood stains, he said, 
were consistent with "having 
blood- on your hand_ or some 
other object and touching 
(the socks) and tugging it 


away.” 

According to DNA testing, 
the blood on the socks 'be- 
longed to Nicole Brown 
Simpson, and prosecutors 
claim it splashed on to the 
socks as Simpson was in the 
act of killing his ex-wife. 

Simpson, a member of the 
American Professional Foot- 
ball Hall of Fame, has 
pleaded not guilty to murder- 
j.ng Nicole -.Simpson and her 
Trierid, Ronald Goldman, 
.who ..were, .'stabbed,-, and 
slashed. to. death on. June. )2 
last year. ' 

His lawyers claim the 


Cambodian 
troops 
fail to take 
rebel bases 


progress un political freedom 
and human rights. 

She said Britain had dis- 
bursed only £4 million ($6.36 
million) out of '£15 million 
($23.8 million) pledged in 
December, that the remain- 
der was not "in the pipeline,'.' 
and that she 'was* not 
announcing any new aid. as 
she might otherwise have 
done. 

Baroness Chalker. addres- 
sing a press conference 
shortly before meeting Presi- 
dent Daniel Arap Moi, said 
Britain was concerned about 
the treatment of opposition 
parties, the “horrors of 
ethnic tensions” and the 
“evils” of corruption. 

She praised Kenya for its 
progress in liberalising its 
economy, but stressed that 
investors needed a stable 
political climate. 

' The minister, who came 
from talks with Foreign 
Minsiter Stephen Kalonzo 
Musyoka, said she would 
raise all these issues with Mr. 
Moi. 

“We have concern about 
the treatment of opposition 
parties. about the treatment 
of the press; we have heard 
many disturbing reports of 
some legal cases: we know 
the honors of the ethnic ten- 
sions that this country went 
through, and we know the 
evils of corruption that face 
many countries but also face 
Kenya,” she said. 

The initiative in improving 
the political atmosphere lay 
with the government, the 
minister said, “but opposi- 
tions have to be responsible 
too.” 

She appealed .for a "cool- 
ing down” of political tension 


and “a step back from politic- 
al brinkmanship."and said 
that if the government had 
any serious charges against 
the leaders of the as yet 
unregistered Safina Party, ac- 
cused of planning to foment 
■subversion, they should be 
laid in court, with die defen- 
dants entitled to fair repre- 
sentation. 

Its secretary general, third- 
generation white Kenya 
Richard Leakey, is under 
constant attack by the gov- 
ernment. with Mr. Moi qual- 
ifying him as a "racist” and 
“colonialist.” 

The British government 
would continue to talk "hon- 
estly in private” about 
Kenya's problems. Baroness 
Chalker said. 

On aid. she said: “I will 
watch with great care what is 
happening on all fronts.” 
adding that she would 
announce resumed aid “only 
when we are satisfied that the 
concerns of the people of 
Kenya” had been met. 

“I hope it (the freeze) will 
be temporary, is all I can say. 
because I think the country 
needs the encouragement, 
but 1 also think it needs the 
progress. 

“There’s nothing specifi- 
cally in the pipeline. I'm not 
making any. forward pledges 
or intentions. I'm waiting to 
see.” 

“I'm sad. as much as any- 
thing, because this country 
has the real potential for 
doing so well.” 

The freeze did not apply to 
programme “up-country” 
that were helping the people. 
Baroness Chalker said. 

Meanwhile. Kenyan 
Cabinet Secretary Philip 
Mbithi said in a statement 
that the plot by the Safina 
(Ark) Pany was in a clandes- 
tine papier which called for 
civil disobedience endanger- 
ing the country. 


But Safina Chairman 
Maturi Kigano Thursday dis- 
missed the government s 
accusations as “a gimmick 
that is complete rubbish and 
is only a prelude to further 
possible acts of repression.” 

Safina's campaign for more 
democracy and less corrup- 
tion has unnerved the Ke- 
nyan government and Presi- 
dent Moi has repeatedly 
accusing Mr. Leakey of being 
a' racist and colonialist and 
vowed he will never be 
allowed to become a political 
leader. 

“The government views 
with grave concern the dec- 
laration of a plan to launch a 
campaign of dvii disobedi- 
ence and anarchy in the coun- 
try... tantamount to en- 
dangering the existing stabil- 
ity in the social, political and 
economic fabric,” Mr. Mbithi 
said. 


“The government will dis- 
charge its full responsibility 
to protect and defend life and 
property by dealing with any 
agents of doom firmly and de- 
cisively,” Mr. Mbithi 
warned. 


He cited possible illegal 
actions such as fermenting 
civil unrest organised by 
underground coordinators, 
promotion of student unrest 
in public universities and a 
crippling of public transport 
through intimidation or a 
blackmail of min-bus owners. 

"As part of this increment 
strategy students are to be 
supplied with ample 'drugs, 
intoxicants and cash induce- 
ments to win public support 
and to cause disaffection 
against the Kenyan govern- 
ment,” said Mr. Mbithi, also 
head of Kenya's dvil service. 

Students at Nairobi Uni- 
versity rioted Tuesday pro- 
testing government plans to 
raise fees. 


ARANYAPRATHET, Thai- 
land (AFP) — Cambodian 
troop* have broken off their 
attack on a key Khmer 
Rouge base in northwest 
Cambodia after sustaining 


Argentine ‘dirty war’ admiral 
refuses to accept the blame 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Adm.- Emilio Massera. the 
most hated leader of the 
military juntas that ruled 
Argentina from 1976-83. 


Menem freed them after 
coming to power in/989. 


The 70-year-old retired 
admiral still sparks public 


i^ajnDuuia auer smauuiiiiig iium cho^ revulsion recently 

heavy casualties, Thai border, .broke a . 10-year silence 

officials said Friday. ' * •* Thursday to say he will only Yaurant when feHow diners 
•The- retreM from Mar. *«<of W 


Ngap came late Thursday, 
they said. 

Klar Ngap, 15 kilometres 


south of tne ttmbodiw bo“ 
dcr town of Poipct, is on the 


spiracy to implicate Simpson 
— a suggestion the prosecu- 
tion has strongly denied. 


S. African scientists find 
‘missing link’ fossils 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African scientists said 
Frriday they had found a 
missing link between man 
and ape with the discovery of 
four 3.5 million-year-old fos- 
silised fpot bones in caves at 
Sterkfomein near Johannes- 
burg. 

"Here in this one combina- 
tion of four bones, we have a 
real missing link.” said 
palaeo-anthropologist 
Ronald Oarke. who has dub- 
bed his find little fool. 

"this is a true missing link 
in that it combines a human 
type of ankle bone with ape- 
like bones leading up to the 
big toe.” he said, running his 
fingers along the tiny bones. 

Phillip Tobias, director of 
, Witwatersrand University's 
palaeo-anthropological re- 
■ search unit in Johannesburg, 
said the discovery of little 
foot had solved the debate of 
how hominids (members of 
the family of man) started 
walking upright. 

“The new foot bones... 
comprising a row of articulat- 
ing bones on the inner side of 
the foot that leads down to 
the great toe. provide the 
besr evidence yet found on 
this question.” he said, sur- 
rounded by skeletons, skulls 
and fossils in his laboratory. 

“Our studies of these foot 
bones show dearly that the 
early apeman of Sterkfomein 
had a foot which equipped it 
to walk on two feet, as in 
humans, but also its big toe 
was highly mobile and was set 
at a wide angle to the toes as 
in apes.” 

Mr. Tobias said the find 
solved the dispute over 
whether early African ape- 
man were adapted to walking 
upright on only' two limbs 
(bipedal) or whether they 
had retained some tree- 
climbing features and some- 
times moved on all fours 
(quadrupedal). 

“It's important because of 
the light it throws on the way 
in which the transition occur- 
red from the quadrupedal 
gait of chimps and gorillas to 
the bipedal gait of humans.” 
he said. 

"So another decades-long 


ferocious controversy in the 
sdemific literature has been 
resolved by little foot.” 

Mr. Clarke agreed: "I 
think anybody who looks at 
this and denies that we 
evolved from the apes clearly 
hasn't studied it in very great 
detail, because it says very 
obviously that we have a man 
and an ape in one indi- 
vidual.” 


way to the main ’Khmer 
Rouge stronghold of Phnom 
Malai further west; 

Thai troops patrolling the 
border here spotted crema- 
tions of dead Cambodian sol- 
diers at several points across 
from Thai villages of Laem 
Nong Ian and Mai Pak Hong, 
they said. 

Several hundred Khmer 
Rouge rebels recaptured al! 
areas lost to the soldiers, they 
said, adding that some of the 
guerrillas had crossed into 
Thailand but were repelled 
by mortar warning shots. 


tine society does tto^same. 

“If it were necessary for 
national reconciliation for 
Massera to repent in public. I 
am prepared to do so. But of 
course, everyone else would 
have to repent too.” he told 
the weekly news magazine 
Gente. 

Adm. Massera was navy 
chief and a member of the 
three-man junta for the 
bloodiest years of the "dirtv 
war” against leftists that fol- 
lowed the 1976 military coup. 

After the return of demo- 
cracy he was convicted of 
murder, torture, kidnap and 
robbery and sentenced to life 
imprisonment along with 
eight other junta leaders. 


taurant; ;wben /eHo.w ;diqers 
realised who was sitting at the 
next table. 

In May the Argentine 
armed forces, now much re- 
duced in size and influence, 
performed a historic "mea 
culpa" for the crimes of the 
dirty war after a spate of 
chilling confessions by ex- 
torturers no longer able to 
bear their burden of guilt. 

But Adm. Massera shows a 
dogged refusal to admit re- 
sponsibility for the fate of 
4.000 people killed by secur- 
ity forces and at least 10.000 
’“disappeared" — kidnapped, 
tortured and disposed of 
without trace on the tiniest 
suspicion of leftist leanings. 

“It was war and in a war 


Current President Carlos ' you have to kill to survive. So 


why should only nine guys- 
repent? We are pursued as if 
we were the only ones re- 
sponsible for what happened 
and 30 million others had 
nothing to do with it.” Adm. 
Massera ‘said. 

- -”I am- -not' the -murderer 
people- think i am*. T never 
gave the order to kill anyone. ’ 
never tortured. I’ve never 
seen a “picana” (electric 
cattle-prod ilsed for torture) 
and don't even know howto 
work one.” he said. j 

“I feel compassion, pity 
and pain for the families of 
the 'desaparecidds.' Although 
they are responsible for what 
happened to their children.” 
Adm. Massera showed 
contempt for army chief Gen. 
Martin Balza's institutional 
apology for the “dirty war.” 
saying it deepened divisions 
inside the forces. He ques- 
tioned Gen. Balza's inno- 
cence. eased on his being 
abroad for most of the “dirtv 
war.” 


Chinese dissident cleared to travel overseas 


Mr. Tobias added that lit- 
tle foot were the oldest foot 
bones from one individual 
found anywhere, as well as 
providing evidence that 
hominids were present in the 
southern African sub-tropics 
■over -3.5 million years ago. 

Little foot also confirmed 
what had made the three 
million plus-vear-old bipedal 
fossile footprints found by 
scientist Mary Leakey in 
Laetoli. Tanzania. 20 years 
ago. 

’’Little foot thus provides 
the first evidence of the kind 
of foot belonging to an 
upright-walking creature that 
could have been responsible 
for footprints like those of 
Laetoli.” 


About 30 metres (100 feet) 
deep In the cave, Mr. Clarke 
pointed earlier this week to 
white bones protruding from 
the red layer of earth from 
which the little foot bones 
were unearthed by lime- 
quarry workers in the 1920s. 

The discarded rubble lay at 
the excavation site until the 
rocks were chipped up for 
fossils in 1980. But again, 
little foot was overlooked.. 

The four bones, adding up 
to about seven centimetres 
<2.8 inches 1. were thought to 
be just animal bones and 
thrown into boxes until Mr. 
Clarke decided to look 
through them last Septem- 
ber. 

"First T found the perfectly 
preserved ankle bone. When 
I looked some more I found 
the next bone perfectly fitting 
into the first. That m itself 
would have been a marvel- 
lous find. But then there 
were still two more. All of 
them belonging to the same 
chap." 


SHANGHAI (Agencies) — 
Leading Shanghai dissident 
Yang Zhou, released from a 
labour camp on medical 
parole this month, has been 
cleared to travel overseas and 
plans to go to the United 
States, his wife said Friday. 

Li Guopin said public 
security officials told her 
Thursday if she arid her hus- 
band can find an overseas 
sponsor they will be issued 
passports to travel “in the 
shortest possible time.’* 

“They told us there was no 
problem.” she said in a tele- 
phone interview. “They have 
completely agreed." 

Ms. Li said Columbia Uni- 
versity in the United States 
had agreed to sponsor Mr. 
Yang as a visiting scholar and 
might be able to help with 
medical expenses. The U.S. 
consulate in Shanghai was 
helping with the arrange- 
ments. 

Mr. Yang has a tumour in 
his throat, although it was not 
dear whether it is malignant 
or benign.” Ms. Li said. 

The 51 -year-old founder of 
the Shanghai-based Associa- 
tion for Human Rights was 
unexpectedly freed on July 15 
after serving one year of a 
three-year sentence in a rural 
“re-education through 
labour" camp. 

Mr. Yang is now seeking 
written clearance to travel 
from the bureaucracy re- 
sponsible for China's labour 
camp system. Ms. Li said she 
expecterd early approval. 

Ms. Li believes her hus- 
band's condition is critical 
and that time is running out 
for him to receive proper 
medical attention for his con- 
dition. He has difficulty talk- 
ing. but he can sit up and 
walk around. Ms. Li said. 

Mr. Yang was released a 


few hours before Shanghai 
Mayor Xu Kuangdi flew to 
San Francisco with a large 
retinue of officials, entrep- 
reneurs and entertainers 
from China's largest city to 
attend sister city celebra- 
tions. 

However. Shanghai-based 
diplomats say his release is 
probably not intended as a 
political gesture intended to 
improve Sino-U.S. relations. 

More likely, it was to pre- 
vent the embarrassment of 
him falling critically ill. or 
dying, in a harsh penal col- 
ony. the diplomats said. 

Ties between Beijing and 
Washington are in deep crisis 
after a visit to. the United 
States in June of Taiwan' 
President Lee Teng-Hui and 
the arrest in China of 
Chincse-American human 
rights campaigner Harry Wu 
on espionage charges. 

On Thursday, the official 
Xinhua News Agency said 
Mr. Wu had confessed to 
falsifying facts in videotapes 
he shot secretly of Chinese 
labour camps. U.S. human 
rights activists have dismissed 
the Xinhua report as prop- 
aganda. 

But a U.S. State Depart- 
ment official was sceptical 
about the purported confes- 
sion and Mr. Wu's wife said 
her husband's statements 
appeared to be coerced. 

“I think it's a joke.” said 
Ching-lcc Wu in a telephone 
interview from the family's 
California home. “Harry 
worked very hard on making 
all the information accurate, 
and that’s why China is trying 
'to discredit him and his 
work.” 

In Washington. U.S. State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns called for Mr. 


Wu's immediate release and 
expressed scepticism about 
the tapes. 

“If they are valid. I think 
everybody understands the 
conditions under which such 
tapes are made,” he said. 

In a report by the official 
Xinhua News Agency and a 
videotape of the purported 
confession. China said Mr. 
Wu had confessed to using 
false identities and docu- 
ments to make two BBC 
documentaries. 


The grainy black-and- 
white footage of his inter- 
rogation shows Mr. Wu. head 
bowed, with his hands ner- 
vously clasping. Two police 
officers sit in front of him and 
two others flank him. 

The 13-minute video was 
sold by an ostensibly private 
Chinese company to several 
Western news agencies for 
$3,000. 

It contains the interroga- 
tion interspersed with ex- 
cerpts from the two BBC 
documentaries on prison 
labour and the use of organs 
from executed prisoners in 
transplant operations. 

Mr. Wu spent 19 years in 
prison labour camps in China 
before emigrating to the Un- 
ited* States and dedicating 
himself to uncovering the 
abuses of China's vast penal 
system. He has returned to 
China several times since 
1991 for that cause. 

Since he was detained 
trying to enter China from 
Kazakhstan. Mr. Wu had had 
only one meeting with U.S. . 
officials, on July 10. Two 
days earlier he was formally 
arrested for spying, a charge 
punishable by three years in 
prison or execution. 

U.S. embassy officials said 
they were still seeking in- 


creased access to Mr. Wu. 

Mrs. Wu, speaking by tele- 
phone from -the couple's 
home in Milpitas, about 40 
miles (64 . kilometres) south- 
east of San Francisco, said 
she was disturbed by her hus- 
band's appearance in the 
tape. 

“He looks terrible. He 
looked very tired, and I think 
he lost at least 10 pounds (4.5 
kilogrammes).” she said. 

The accounts also contain 
discrepancies. While Xinhua 
claims that Mr. Wu told 
police he intentionally made 
errors editing and scripting 
the documentaries, the 
videotapes shows him putting 
much of the blame on the 
BBC. 


Secretary wins 
UB40 legal 
song battle 


LONDON fR) — A British 
secretary has won a nigh 

_ . nmirtff MB. 


SCUBMUJ " - 

Court victory against the reg- 
eae band UB40 that entitles, 


eae band UB40 that entitles,; 
her to royalties from one of,, 
their major chart hits. Efe- 
borah Banks, 38. of Binning 
ham in centra! England, said 
she wrote the lyrics that gave 
the basis for the song Don't ; 
Break My Heart, which 
reached number three in the 
British charts in 1985 and was 
included on several’ UB4Q 
albums. Banks, a part-time - 
songwriter, scribbled the J 
lyrics down for her friend • 
Javid Khan who had writer’s -j 
block. Khan sold thesongfor / 
£10,000 (516,000) to UB40“ 
who thought it was his. Khan * 
told Banks he would “see her ^ 
right" but never gave her a~: 
cut. The first time she knew 
the song bad made it was J 
when she heard it being per- ; 
formed by UB40 on national ; 
television. Named after the •: 
card issued to unemployed 
people in Britain to .receive 1 ": 
benefit, the multi-racial:: 
UB40 from Birmingham are ; - 
committed to reggae music.-- 
Their hits include Red Red; 
Wine, which reached number 
one in the U.S. charts. The: ■ 
judge ruled that Banks (fid. 
not grant any licence to UB40 : - 
entitling them to use the - 
lyrics. Banks must wait foiij 


another court hearing in the 
autumn to establish how- 


much cash she gets. 


Revealing 
Michael 
Jackson shots 
deleted from 
video 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
revealing shot of Michael 
Jackson floating naked in wa- 
ter in his latest music video 
has been altered because 4t 
shows a little too much of the 
pop superstar, the Los 
Angeles Times reported 
Thursday. The paper,, quot- 
ing an unnamed source, said 
the shots had to be digitally 
corrected on a computer 
when producers discovered 
the video showed parts of his 
anatomy that should not be 
seen. The video, produced to 
. promote . Jackson V , latest 
-album, 'wife due to. premier 
simultaneously Friday onthe 
•ABC netwbrkv* : the 'MTV 
Music Television network, 
and BET, Black Entertain- 
ment Television. The video - 
was due to be shown as parf 
of a 30-minute feature enf 
Jackson to be broadcast on ' 
all three stations Friday.!..'. 


In 7 months: 
marriage,' birth, 
separation 


NEW YORK (AP) Seven 
months after their marriage. 
and seven weeks after the -k 
birth of their son. supermod- vj 
el Christie Brinkley and her j 
husband are splitting lip.'-’l 
“After much thought and -4 
consideration, I have decided -4 
to separate from my hus-. j 
band,” she said in a one-line 1 '■ 
statement issued by a pubti- - j 
cist. The publicist, Fran Cur- - 
tis, would not provide any 
other details. The 42-year-oM , 
supermodel and Richaro,. : 
Taubman, 46, a millionaire 
real estate developer, were 1 
married on Dec. 22, eight ■; 
months after surviving a heli- 
copter crash during a Colors- j 
do ski trip. They exchanged / 
vows on Telhiride Mountain, \ 
about five miles from the 
crash site. Their son. Jack 
Paris Brinkley Taubman, was : 
bom on June 2. Brinkley is 
divorced from her first hu^ : 
band, pop singer Billy Joel. 

She has a 9-year-old daugb- Jja 
ter. Alexa. from that ma 
nage. Taubman has an .8-/ 
year-old son from a previous • ; 
marriage. 


In London, the BBC said it 
would not comment in detail 
on the allegations while Mr. 
Wu was in custody. 

”In the tape released by 
the Chinese. Harry Wu is 
clearly. under duress." a BBC 
statement said. 

The BBC said it stood by 
the reports and noted that the 
videotape does not refute the 
substantive charges in the 
documentaries. 


Melanie Griffith 
to meet Spanish 
beau’s family 


Much of the information in 
both accounts — including 
Mr. Wu s admission that he 
lied about his identity and 
that hidden cameras were 
used to make the 
documentaries — was ack- 
nowledged by the BBC in the 
^ns. whfch were shot 
1994 and broadcast last year. 

M f -. admits that he 
‘ d “* ,Vcd people" during his 
visit to Huaxi Medical Uni- 
versity in Chengdu, Sichuan. 

He and BBC producer 
Susan Roberts posed as mar- 
ried American scholars look- 
ing into a kidney transplant 
for a wck unde. 


MADRID (AFP) — Amer-j 
ic?n actress Melanie Griffith J 
and her Spanish boyfriend, 3 
Antonio Banderas, ; | 
w ?P° ned strolling - J 
inn UI »? ,M adrid on a week- . j 
S2Li°L day ’ Banderas, who .= 1 
Ffe d the gay lover of Tom '■ 

ladSnh' 1 " lhe movie ■ 

n rc P° rIed ly planned ' : 

nU n ' r ° duCe Griffi th to his : 

Grifrlk i n ** coming days. : 

S !5 l S'? arred ™“"“ : - 

inelurT ^°iy wood movies, ■ i 

Pteffic Heights/ • 

Monlr/ 3 ; 1 "® and Milk" ■ 
and nh’^° Tdes of j° urn alists 
the Photographers followed 
the couple to a popular 

are*ril OWn , restaura n?° Both 
,n Ihe midM of <6 
met during : 
ofTwo. 

directmei k*" ,s " being- - 

do Trutba 5 ! Spa "“ rd Fen,a "' 
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‘ Scores of Sri Lanka rebels killed in attack 


COLOMBO ( R) — Sri Lank- 
an Tamil rebels launched >a 
disastrous attack on four 
army bases Friday in which 
nearly 200 raiders were killed 
• by government forces tipped 
off about the strike, military 
sources said. 

The Liberation Timers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) hit the 
complex of cames in the 
northeast of the island white 
its sea tiger naval wing 
attacked three coastal de- 
tachments. army headquar- 
ters said. 

But the army, navy and air 
force were ready and waiting 
for the simultaneous attacks' 
after receiving a tip-off. milit- 
ary sources said. 

The air force bombed 10 
Sea Tiger assault craft and 
troops- repulsed the inland 
attack, killing 182 rebels, the 
sources said. 

Fourteen soldiers were kil- 
led, the military sources said, 
adding that fighting was con- 
tinuing. Army spokesman 
Brigadier Sarath Munasinghe 
said only two soldiers were 
killed and 18 wounded. He 
also said the bodies of 182 
LTTE rebels were recovered. 

The military said the naw 
also sank sveral boars. Five of 
the vessels destroyed were 
water-jet propelled speed- 
» boats stolen earlier from the 
navy, sources said. 

In a separate inci dent, 
troops raided an LTTE hide- 
out killing eight Tigers, the 
army said. 

During rhe rebel attack a 
missile was fired at an air 
force helicopter but missed, 
the army said. 

The assault was launched 
at Kokkutuduwai. Jayasing- 
hepura and Kokilai on the 
coast and nearby Janaka- 
pura. all in the Welioya area 


on the border of the north 
and eastern provinces, the 
would-be homeland of the 
LTTE. 

Two women •'suicide kil- 
lers" carrying explosive were 
shot dead outside brigade 
headquarters in Welioyu. 
spokesman Brig Munasinghe 
said. 

"Terrorists fired a missile 
at an air force helicopter 
which was supporting the 
ground troops, but the pilots 
using tactics were able to 
avoid hit." he said. 

The arracks were launched 
as the armed forces were 
preparing to resume their 
Operation Leap For ward 
offensive against the LTTE 
in the nonhem peninsula, 
where they say they have 
already captured 78 square 
kilometres of rebel territory. 

The four bases make up'a 
complex installed to protect 
Sinhalese settlements. 

The Tigers launched their 
last major attack on the 
armed forces on the north- 
west island of Mandairhivu 
on June 28. killing almost 100 
soldier^ in what was widely 
described as a great military 
success. • , 

Almost 1.000 Sea Tigers 
crossed the lagoon across 
from rhe northern rebel 
stronghold of Jaffna in a pre- 
dawn raid that took the is- 
land's defences completely by 
surrise'. 

Friday's attack followed a 
leak to the press of a govern- 
ment peace package for the 
minority Tamils which offers 
widespread devolution to 
what would be a new north- 
east regional council for 
Tamils and Muslims in 
majority Sinhalese Sri Lanka. 

The LTTE broke a mice in 


their 12-year fight for inde- 
pendence homeland on April 
19 and resumed hostilities 
with a vengeance. 

Operation Leap Forward is 
aimed at weakening the guer- 
rillas militarily before the 
official announcement, now 
due Thursday, of the devolu- 
tion proposals. 

Influential Sinhalege 
Buddhist chief priests urged 
the Sri Lankan government 
Friday to delay its plan to 
devolve power to minority 
Tamils unit! Tamil Tiger 
separatist guerrillas are defe- 
ated. I 

"The Tigers must tie defe- 
ated before the proposed de- 
volution package is 
announced." the venerable 
Pali pane Sri Chandananda 
Mahanayake told Reuters. 
"While the entire country is 
burning this is no time to 
unveil the devolution plan." 

Palipane Sri Chandananda 
is among several chief priests 
who have written to Presi- 
dent Chandrika Kumaratun- 
ga urging her to postpone the 
formal announcement of the 
peace plan. 

His comments came after 
government proposals offer- 
ing wide-ranging devolution 
to meet Tamil demands for' 
autonomy were leaked to the 
media this week, apparently 
in an attempt to test hardline 
Sinhalese reaction to rhe 
plan. 

Budhist high priests and 
the mainly Sinhalese opposi- 
tion parties are known ro be 
fiercely opposed to plans de- 
volving power to Tamils, 
fearing it could be a stepping 
stone to a separate state the 
guerrillas are fighting for. 

Justice Minister G. L. 
Peiris said Thursday the de- 


volution plan not be “unfair" 
to the Sinhalese. 

Chandananda said Mrs. 
Kumaratunga should heed 
the advice of the priesthood 
in the same way she put 
off plans to abolish the 
powerful executive presiden- 
cy. whose powers she alleges 
were abused by her 
predecessors, after Buddhist 
high priests said it was not 
prudent to do so when the 
country was at war. 

Mr. Kumarrunga plans to 
meet the chief priests Satur- 
day. he added. 

"There is widespread un- 
rest in the country because of 
the threat posed by separat- 
ists." another chief priest, the 
Ven. Rambukwelle Sri 
Vipassi Mahanayake. told 
Mr. Kumaratunga in a letter. 

Her plan envisages redraw- 
ing provincial boundaries to 
create a merged new north- 
east Regional Council for 
Tamils in the Sinhalese- 
majority island. 

The plan would amend the 
constitution to describe Sri 
Lanka as a union of regions 
instead of a unitary state and 
devolve power over land and 
local police to regional coun- 
cils. 

Meanwhile a protestant 
priest returning from the 
rebel-held Jaffna peninsula 
Friday said a church his bisho 
earlier said had been bombed 
into rubble by the air force 
was still standing. 

Bur the priest, who asked 
not to be named, said rhe 
school next door and several 
houses had been destroyed. 

He said St Peter's Church 
in Navaly. north of Jaffna 
town, was "badly damaged" 
but was intact and rhe roof 
was still on. 


Researcher probes new Cambodia killing field 


■ SALA DAMNAK. Cambo- 
.dia (Agencies) — A long- 

forgotten Khmer Rouge 
: "killing field" outside Phnom 
, Penh may turn out to be one 
of the biggest execution sites 
-in Cambodia, an American 
researcher said Friday. . 

"God knows how many 
undisturbed graves are there. 
.It's the. biggest one l've ever ; 
..seen." CraigTE^cheson told 1 
.Reuters. - “r : 1 j 

■ , Mr. .EtchesoO /i^HTiartager , 
of Yale University’s Cambo- ' 

.dran Genocide Programme, 
charged with investigating 
I alleged crimes committed 
during the Khmer Rouge 
years 1975 to 1978. 

The new killing field is a 
former teacher's training 
•j school in Sala Damnak. 25. 
kilometres southeast of 
Phnom Penh near a popular 
recreation spot. 

In the shell-blasted re- 
mains of one classroom, ab- 
out 2.000 skulls are piled on 
other bones in a macabre 
scrap heap of human re- 


mains. 

It is believed the remains in 
the schoolroom were put 
there on the orders of local 
authorities in 1983. some four 
years after the Khmer Rouge 
were ousted by a 
Vietnamese-led invasion. 

Thousands of other bodies 
are believed to remain in the 
execution site, which mea- 
sures about <500 ^square 
-metres... and* is -about one 
kilometre* ; . away : ifrom: the 
school m a grove of sugar 
palm trees where victims of 
Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge were 
taken for execution. 

The ground is flecked with 
the remains of cloth used to 
bind the victims before they 
were bludgeoned to death. 

Local fisherman Phat Dim 
said villagers had known ab- 
out the site since 1979. 

"This was the biggest pris- 
on in Kandal province in the 
Khmer Rouge time." he said. 

"AH people brought here 
died here — they never left." 
he said. Mr. Dim said Khmer 


Rouge executioners kitted 
their victims by dubbing 
them on the back of the neck 
with an iron bar. 

In the late 1970s. during 
the so-called killing fields 
period, the Khmer Rouge, 
widely accused of responsibil- 
ity for the deaths of one 
million Cambodians from ex- 
ecution, disease or starva- 
tion. Iatoftthefcl f a"series i:s df 
blOody purges ' against their 
own forces in eastern pro- 
vinces bordering Vietnam. 

"This needs further re- 
search. This is one aspect of 
the DK (Democratic Kam- 
puchea or Khmer Rouge) 
regime that has never been 
sufficiently analysed before." 
Mr. Etcheson said. 

Meanwhile Cambodian 
King Norodom Sihanouk is 
to return to Phnom Penh on 
Aug. 3 in time to meet visit- 
ing U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher who ar- 
rives here the following day. 
a senior government official 
said Friday. 


. The king is currently in 
Beijing undergoing medical 
treatment. He had been ex- 
pected to return to Cambodia 
in the first two weeks on 
August, but a definite date 
was not finalised until Friday. 

The official said the king 
decided to return Aug. '13 in 
order to meer with Mr. 
Christopher who will giake a 
one-day sftjp jn Phnom. Penh 
on his way.io Vietnam, -fino"m ‘ 
the Assppafion of South East . 
Asian Nations conference 
now being held in Brunei. 

Mr. Christopher's Cambo- 
dian schedule has yet to be 
released but is known to in- 
clude meetings with the coun- 
try’s two prime ministers and 
the foreign minister as well as 
a visit to an American demin- 
ing training centre. 

His visit will be the first by 
a U.S. Secretary of State to 
Cambodian since 1955 when 
John Foster Dulles travelled 
to South East Asia promoting 
the now-defunct South East 
Asian Treaty Organisation. 


Vietnam joins ASEAN’s economic powers 


BANDAR SERI BE- 
GAWAN. Brunei (R) — 
Communist- Vietnam was for- 
mally admitted Friday to the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), a 
group founded 28 years ago 
as. a bulwark against the 
spread of communism. 

The foreign ministers of 
the six member countries ■ — 
Brunei, Indonesia. Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore 
and Thailand — welcomed 
Vietnam into their economi- 
cally vibrant fold at a cere- 
mony in the tiny oil sultanate. 

They said Hanoi’s inclu- 
sion would enhance stability 
and prosperity in the region.- 

"The inclusion of Vietnam 
t ... means a great deal more 
than an increase in the mem- 
bership from six to seven," 

' said Indonesian Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas in a wel- 
coming speech. 

"Vietnam will undoubtedly 
enhance the vitality and col- 
lective strength of our asso- 
. ciation.” he said. 

Vietnamese Foreign Minis- 
ter Nsuyen Manh Cam hailed 
the entry of his country into 
the increasingly influential 
ASEAN as "an important 
! event of historical signifi- 
cance." 

"Vietnam's admission '-into 
ASEAN will pave the way for 
broadening her cooperation 
. with other countries near and 
. far," he said. 

Some diplomats say the 
inclusion of Vietnam might 
test ASEAN's traditional 
consensus-making capabili- 
ties but they also say Viet- 
nam's huge standing army 
.will provide a counterbalance 
•to China’s military power in 
-the region. 

, ASEAN was formed in 
1967 at the height of the 
- - Vietnam War when several of 
'.its, member countries were 
.battling their own Commun- 
ist insurgencies, fueling fears 
that they, too, might fall to 
Communism. 

Only six years ago Thai 


and Vietnamese forces 
clashed on the Cambodian 
frontier. Thailand was back- 
ed by its ASEAN partners 
and the West while Hanoi 
was supported by the former 
Soviet Union. 

But it was Vietnam’s with- 
drawal from war-ravaged 
Cambodia in 1989 that paved 
the way for closer ties be- 
tween ASEAN and Vietnam. 

The end of Asia's cold war 
and the introduction of 
sweeping market reforms in 
Vietnam opened the way for 
Hanoi to be granted ASEAN 
observer status in 1993. 

Vietnam's official ASEAN 
membership, however, was 
almost delayed by a last- 
minute wrangle over its inclu- 
sion in the ASEAN Free 
Trade Area (AFTA). 

ASEAN officials said Viet- 
nam baulked at having to cut 
tariffs to less than five per 
cent by the year 2003. as 
required under AFTA. 

Vietnam was eventually 
granted a three-year grace 
period on the tariff cuts but 
will have to comply by 2006. 

The inclusion of Vietnam's 
72 million people will expand 
AFTA’s market, though its 
cheap, hard-working labour 
force might lure some foreign 
investment away from the 
older ASEAN members, di- 
plomats say. 

"We applaud Vietnam’s 
single-mindedness and sys- 
tematic approach to over- 
coming the problems of tran- 
sition from a centrally- 
planned economy to a market 
economy," Singapore Fore- 
ign Minister S. Jayakumar' 
said at the ceremony. 

"With Vietnam. ASEAN's 
market will have 420 million 
consumers. This labour 
ASEAN market will provide 
opportunities for enhanced 
intra-ASEAN economic 
cooperation." he said. 

“Vietnam in AFTA will 
ensure that AFTA remains a 
dynamic engine of growth 
contributing to the prosper- 


ity of the Asia- Pacific.*’ he 
said. 

Cambodia became an offi- 
cial observer Friday at the 
ASEAN, setting a goal of full 
membership within two 
years. 

Cambodian Foreign Minis- 
ter Ung Huot. emerging from 
an official ceremony with 
Prince Mohammad Bolkiah. 
foreign minister of Brunei, 
said he was pleased Cambo- 
dia had been made an obser- 
ver just six months after ap- 
plying. 

There was no timetable for 
full membership as yet. "The 
shortest would be one year. 
The longest would be two. So 
in between." he said. 

Mr. Ung Huot said Phnom 
Penh would also be sending a 
letter "very soon" to seek 
membership in the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) forum. 

TTie decision had been 
taken and the letter would be 
sent before the APEC meet- 
ing in Osaka in november. he 
said. 

In ASEAN. Cambodia was 
looking for help in develop- 
ment projects as well as for a 
"tremendous potential mar- 
ket." the minister said. 

Asked what Cambodia, 
still struggling from the 
effects of decades of civil 
war. could contribute to 
ASEAN." Mr. Ung Huot 
said: “Cambodia already had 
a big contribution to 
ASEAN, to peace and stabil- 
ity in the region. 

For 10 years, until the Paris 
peace agreement was signed 
in 1991, ASEAN spent a lot 
of time talking about Cambo- 
dia and trying to promote a 
settlement, he noted. 

Now the problem has -been, 
solved and. he said, "that's 
big contribution already 
made to ASEAN, to allow 
time for ASEAN to think 
about more economic de- 
velopment and cooperation, 

Burma applied Thursday 
for observer status, and Laos'. 


already an obsever. is ex- 
■ pected to announce a timet- 
able Saturday for full mem- 
bership. 

ASEAN has said it hopes 
10 group ail 10 states of South 
Easr Asia and Indochina bv 
2000 . 

Meanwhile, the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian Na- 
tions called Friday for the 
lifting of the arms embargo 
Bosnia, joining a growing 
number of organisations de- 
manding that Bosnian Mus- 
lims be allowed to defend 
themselves. 

Ministers from the seven- 
member organisation ex- 
pressed their "profound 
anguish at the failure and 
paralysis of the U.N. mis- 
sion" in Bosnia, according to 
a statement released here. 

In the special statement, 
they condemned Bosnian 
Serbs for their seizure of the 
United Nations safe areas of 
Srebrenica and Zepa as well 
as attacks on Bihac. Gorazde 
and Sarajevo, 

"The foreign ministers 
accept the right of the Re- 
public of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina to self-defence 
in accordance with Article 51 
of the United Nations Char- 
ter and the legitimate right of 
the government of Bosnia to 
request and receive military 
assistance." 

Among member nations, 
the Muslim countries 
Malaysia and Indonesia have 
led the push to lift the embar- 
go. which has hampered the 
capacity of Bosnian govern- 
ment forces to defend them- 
selves against Serb attacks. 

ASEAN called on the Un- 
ited Nations to step up its 
role in Bosnia and said the 
ministers regretted the "fai- 
lure of the U.N. Security 
Council to find a just and 
durable settlement.” 

The statement also conde- 
mned the "blatant attacks" 
by Serbs on the U.N. Protec- 
tion Force 


Russians, Chechens are still 
a long way from peace deal 


MOSCOW (AFP) - After 
more than a month of nego- 
tiations Russia and the 
Chechen separatists are still a 
long way from an accord on 
Chechenya's political status 
as both sides prepare to re- 
sume peace talks in Grozny. 

Moscow has announced it 
-is ready to sign a military 
accord before resolving the 
problem of Chechenya's sta- 
tus, but deepening divisions 
on the Chechen side threaten 
to undermine the peace pro- 
cess. 

In an broadcast on clandes- 
tine Chechen television last 
Sunday separatist leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev said the 
negotiators had no authority 
to resolve the issues under 
discussion. 

Chechen delegation chief 
Usman Jmayev did not attend 
the last session of talks Tues- 
day. A member of the 
Chechen delegation said Mr. 
Imayev had gone to consult 
further with Mr. Dudayev. 

Arkady Volsky, a senior 
member of the Russian de- 
legation. told the daily Izves- 
tia he was “personally wor- 
ried about the future of Im- 
ayev. " 

"On the last day of t3lks he 
simply disappeared. Basically 
anything could happen with 
him. Still I hope he went to 
talk, to Dudayev and he re- 
turns safely. As for the au- 
thority he has — that's 
another question." Mr. Vols- 
ky said. 

According to Michael 
McFaul. a political analyst at 
the Carnegie Endowment, a 
Moscow think-tank, splits on 
the Chechen side are all to 
Moscow's advantage. 


"The Russians probably 
want to co-opt a group (of 
Chechens) ana distance them 
from the radicals." he rold 
AFP. 

"It's a good strategy for the 
Russians to deal widt other 
things first, but the issue of 
whether Chechenya is in or 
out (of the Russian Federa- 
tion) still remains at the end 
of the tunnel." he said. 

The question of Checheny- 
a's status — whether it will be 
recognised as independent or 
remain part of the Russian 
Federation — has proved the 
major stumbling block de- 
laying any deal to end the war 
in which between 15,000 and 
30,000 people have died. 

Russian troops stormed 
into Chechenya on Dec. 11 to 
quell a three-year secessionist 
movement. 

Peace talks opened on 
June 19 after Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin negotiated a deal with 
Chechen guerrillas who took 
1,500 people hostage in the 
southern Russian town of 
Budennovsk. 

In the run-up to Russia's 
December parliamentary 
elections, prolonging the 
negotiations could be a useful 
lactic for Mr. Chernomyrdin. 
Mr. McFaul suggested! 

The peace talks “may be a 
good way for Chernomyrdin 
to avoid another Buden- 
novsk," he said. 

In exchange for the hos- 
tages' release. Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin negotiated safe 
passage for the guerrillas 
back to Chechenya and the 
opening of peace talks, en- 
ding a bloody stand-off in 


which around 150 people 
died. 

The difficulty of getting the 
various Chechen factions ro 
agree on a deal with the 
Russians is also likely to de- 
lay any peace settlement. 

-In an interview published 
Tuesday by the daily Sevod- 
nya. Shamyl Basayev, .who 
led the hostage- taking, said 
Chechen army chief of staff 
Aslan Maskhadov and Mr. 
Imayev “don't have the right 
to sign anything opposing 
Chechen independence. 

"If they do that. I will 
execute them." he warned. 

Vyacheslav Mikhailov, 
head of the Russian delega- 
tion. said this week that 
"Russia is prepared to con- 
tent itself with signing a milit- 
ary accord which could con- 
tain some political ele- 
ments." 

The main thing now "is to 
get the hostilities to stop and 
to create the conditions 
necessary for holding demo- 
cratic elections in the repub- 
lic," he said. Moscow wants 
the elections to be held in 
November. 

The two sides signed a pro- 
tocol on military issues a 
month ago. but a final accord 
still has to be signed to imple- 
ment it. 

The protocol envisaged rhe 
separation of forces, progres- 
sive disarmament of separ- 
atist troops, the gradual re- 
treat of Russian forces, an 
exchange of prisoners and an 
indefinite ceasefire. 

Although the ceasefire is 
broadly respected, neither 
side has begun to disarm or 
withdraw, and only a handful 


of prisoners have beer ex- 
changed. ( 

Russia controls most of 
Chechenya's lowland areas. 

Russian Defence Ministry 
officiate said Friday two Rus- 
sian soldiers had been killed 
and one wounded by 
Chechen separatists in the 
past 24 hours. 

Interfax quoted the minis- 
try in Moscow as saying one 
soldier had been killed in the 
Chechen capital Grozny by 
sniper fire. The second ser- 
viceman died in a sooby-trap 
explosion which also wound- 
ed another soldier. 

Russian troops are nego- 
tiating with Chechens who 
attempted to smuggle arms 
from Dagestan into the 
neighbouring republic of 
Chechenya. according to the 
military sources, quoted by 
ITAR-TASS Friday. 

The Chechens, who 
allegedly bought the arms in 
Azerbaijan, took a civilian 
hostage, whose nationality 
was not specified, but re- 
leased him Friday afternoon, 
the sources said. 

But the situation remained 
deadlocked as a Russian 
commander negotiated with 
six men — including at least 
four Chechens — to persuade 
them to give themselves up. 

A helicopter which attemp- 
ted to draft in Russian troop 
reinforcements was involved 
in an accident, injuring one 
person, the sources added. 

They denied that the heli- 
copter could have been shot 
down by the alleged smug- 
glers, saying they did not 
have any anti-aircraft 
weapons. 


Japan’s finance minister to decide future today 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
Finance Minister Masayoshi 
Takemura told New Party 
Sakigake leaders Friday that 
he wanted more time to con- 
sider whether he should with- 
draw his resignation as party 
leader, a party official said. 

“I would like time to think 
it over if jjossiblq." 'the .offi- 
cial quoted Mr. Takemura as ; 
saying during a special meet- 
ing of party leaders. 

But the official was unable 
to confirm a report that the 
finance minister ' wanted to 
sleep on it before making up 
his mind Saturday. 

Mr. Takemura was quoted 
as saying by Tiji Press that he 
wanted "to think about it for 
a night" before deciding 
whether to withdraw the res- 
ignation submitted Thursday. 
"I’ll tell you my conclusions 
tomorrow." he reportedly 
said. 

Members of the party, the 
smallest in the three-party 


coalition of Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama. appear 
keen for Mr. Takemura to 
stay on. 

"Our conclusion is to per- 
suade him to stay." Sakigake 
legislator Naoto Kan was 
quoted as telling reporters 
after* 90-minute meeting 
Friday -evening.' ' • " ' 

1 Prime Minister 'Tomiichi 
Murayama reportedly said 
earlier that Mr. Takemura 
was only seeking to step 
down as party leader and not 
from the cabinet. 

"He offered his resignation 
as the party head and not as 
the finance minister." Tiji 
quoted Mr. Murayama as 
saying. 

The prime minister noted 
that the government was cur- 
rently preoccupied with 
budget negotiations. "I want 
him to hang in there." Mr. 
Murayama said. 

Mr. Murayama had earlier 
expressed his "concern" ab- 


out the possible impact Mr. 
Takemura's resignation 
might have on the govern- 
ment, the news agency said. 

Takemura. 60, founded 
Sakigake in 1993 with other 
defectors from the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP). 
The party, wheih holds 21 
seats in the 511-seat lower 
•house, has been mediating in 
the coalition between the 
conservative LDP and Prime 
Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama's Social Democra- 
tic Party (SDP). 

The evening edition of rHe 
Mainichi Shimbun said Mr. 
Takemura offered to resign 
after the party's dismal per- 
formance in upper-house 
elections last weekend. 

Mr. Takemura wants 
another Sakigake member to 
both lead the party and serve 
as a cabinet minister so he 
can devote more time to 
domestic politics, the news- 
paper said, quoting ruling 


party sources. 

The Mainichi said Mr 
Takemura was hoping t< 
establish a third politica 
force to challenge the tw< 
•conservative parties nov 
dominating Japan, the LDI 
and the opposition Shinshin 
to which has replaced th< 
SDP as the second-larges 
party. 

Mr. Takemura said eariiei 
Friday he had no intention 01 
resigning after a senior Fi- 
nance Ministry official! wai 
found to have signed a con- 
tract with an adviser to a 
Japanese businessmen in- 
volved m a massive loan scan- 
dal. 

The official. 53-yea r-old 
Yoshio Nakajima. was dis- 
missed as head of the minis- 
try institution of fiscal and 
monetary policy and rele- 
gated to the ministry's secre- 
tariat. The ministry "later said 
he had resigned. 


French plea that tests are safe falls on deaf ears 


CANBERRA ( R) — Austra- 
lia has rejected France’s plea 
in a letter to a local newspap- 
er Friday that its nuclear tests 
were safe and vowed to push 
for a statement of condemna- 
tion at a regional security 
forum next week. 

French Foreign Minister 
Herve De Charette took the 
unusual step of writing an 
open letter to the Sydney 
Morning Herald daily to re- 
ject as unfair claims that the 
tests were unsafe. 

But Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans rejected Mr. 
De Charette's assertion and. 
along with Canada's Foreign 
Minister Andre Ouellet. said 
Tie would push for a state- 
ment of condemnation from 
next week's ASEAN Region- 
al Forum (ARF) meeting in 
Brunei. 

Stepping up a public rela- 
tions campaign to combat 
outrage in the South Pacific 
against the tests. Mr. De 
Charette said the diticism 


was unfair. 

"Misgivings on the issue 
are understandable, bur must 
be dispelled." he said in his 
letter, published on the front 
page of the Sydney Morning 
Herald. 

"France also regards her- 
self as a South Pacific state.” 
he said. 

“This is the reason why. to 
put it frankly, we find’ the 
criticisms levelled against us 
regarding the impact of nuc- 
lear tests on the environment 
quite unfair, as French en- 
gineers and experts have al- 
ways taken great care not to 
be liable to reproach in this 
field.” 

The letter followed a 
media tour Tuesday of its 
nulcear test site on the 
Mururoa Atoll in French 
Polynesia, where France 
plans to carry out eight 
underground nuclear tests 
between September and 
May. 

French President Jacques 


Chirac's announcement of 
the tests last month after a 
four-year halt sparked a wave 
of official and public criticism 
around the world. 

Mr. Evans told reporters 
he did not accept French 
assurances about the safety of 
the tesis and said he would 
still lobby strongly for a con- 
demnation from the 18 mem- 
bers of the ARF. 

The ARF. formed to dis- 
cuss regional security issues, 
convenes next week as part of 
a round of Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) meetings under- 
way in Brunei. 

“It would be very help’ful if 
we cold come out of the 
forum not only with a discus- 
sion on a statement of con- 
cern about the continuation 
of nuclear tests in the Pacific, 
but a very strong affirmation 
of the need for an immedite 
’negotiation of a comprehen- 
sive test ban treaty." Mr. 
Evans said. 


"We’ve looked at the 
tentative resolution and we 
hope that the resolution wil! 
be accepted by all the partici- 
pants.” Mr. Ouellet told re- 
porters after a meeting with 
Mr. Evans. 

But Evans warned that 
Chinese and European repre- 
sentatives at the ARF mighi 
resist. 

"With China being one o( 
the participants in the process 
and with others there from 
Europe ... it may not be easy 
to get that result," Mr. Evans 
said. 

The European Union will 
be represented at the Brunei 
ARF meeting by a French 
minister. 

ASEAN foreign ministers 
and their counterparts from 
their 12 dialogue partners will 
hold meetings Tuesday. Dia- 
logue partners include the 
United States. China. Russia, 
the European Union. Austra- 
lia, Canada. Japan. South 
Korea and New Zealand. 


Astronomers discover new moons around Saturn 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Astronomers discovered two 
new moons, and perhaps two 
others, in hubble space tele- 
scope photos of Saturn, the 
ringed planet that already has 
18 identified natural satel- 
lites. 

Amanda S. Bosh of the 
Lowell Observatory near 
Flagstaff, Arizona, and 
Andrew S. Rivkin of the Uni- 
versity of Arizona announced 
they spotted the new moons 
over Saturn in photos snap- 
ped on May 22 during a rare 
celestial event known as an 
Earth ring crossing. 

During a ring crossing. 
Saturn’s dust rings are seen 
edge-on and the bright re- 
flected light of the rings is 
dimmed. This lets astronom- 
ers more easily see the -tiny, 
independent moons. 

Ms. Bosh said two of the 
new moons in the photos may , 


be previously discovered 
bodies known as Atlas and 
■ Prometheus. Those moons 
were found by the Voyager 
spacecraft in 1980. 

“If those two are Atlas and 
Prometheus, then they were 
in the wrong place." said Ms. 
Bosh. She said the moons 
photographed by the Hubble 
are in a slightly different loca- 
tion than where they were 
expected to be based on the 
Voyager findings. 

For the other two moons, 
however, there is no question 
that they were not previously 
known, Ms. Bosh said. 

“We're adding at least two 
more moons to Saturn, and 
possibly four," she said. 

Mr. Bosh and Mr. Rivkin 
are now examining more 
Hubble photos to see if they 
can locate Atlas and Prom- 
etheus separate from the new 
moons. 


For now. the new moons 
are known only as S-l. 2. 3 
and 4, eventually, though, 
the bodies will get official 
names from the International 
Astronomical Union. By con- 
vention. the moons of Saturn 
carry the names of characters 
in Greek mythology. Ms. 
Bosh said she and Mr: Rivkin 
will get to make recom- 
mendations and are now sort- 
ing through Greek names to 
pick favourites. 

Ms. Bosh said she is uncer- 
tain about the size of the new 
moons, but estimated them at 
from 7 miles (11 kilometres) 
to 40 miles (64 kilometres) 
across. The moons orbit 
saturn at 85,000 to 91.000 
miles (136.000 to 145.600 
kilometres) from the planet's 
centre, much closer than the 
250.000 miles (400.000 
kilometres) separating the 
Earth and its moon. 


One of the new moons 
S-3, orbits near the famec 
F-ring of Saturn. Vovagei 
photos showed this ring "had : 
swirling, braided appearance 
and Ms. Bosh said rhis maj 
be the result of the gravita 
tional influence of S-3. 

The ring crossing in Ma\ 
pul the planets in positions 
that from the earth made the 
wispy rings of Saturn seem tc 
be only a thin line. The rings 
were also in darkness. Ms. 
Bosh said this made it possi- 
ble to look for the very faint 
images of small • orbiting 
bodies such as the new 
moons. 

Another ring crossing 
.occurs next month and astro- 
nomers will again look foi 
moons. After that. Mr. Bosh 
said, a darkened ring crossing 
that is best for spotting 
moons will not occur again 
until 2038. 
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Meaningless threats 

WHILE THE U.S. Congress decided on 
^Thursday to lift the arms embargo on 
Bosnia, the Muslim countries, who 
threatened a week ago to adopt a s imila r 
measure, are still having second thoughts 
about it. 

The Serbs had been killing Muslims, 
raping their women and massacring them 
over a long period of time while the 
Muslim states, and the world at large, are 
still considering what steps to take to halt 
Serb aggression. All that they did so far 
was issuing statements of condemnation: 
and denouncement. The international 
community kept watching as Bosnians,' 
defenceless and armless, were subjected 1 
to ferocious attacks and massacres that 
can never be accepted nor overlooked in 
this day and age. 

It is sad to note that the U.N. andj 
NATO have so far proven incapable of 
offering any meaningful defence to the 
Victims of the Bosnian war. It is also 
unfortunate that they left the situation 
deteriorate to this extent. 

Even the belated NATO warning to use 
air power to frustrate any additional 
attacks , by , the Serbs on the remaining 
U.N. declared safe havens is too little and 
fob late. If NATO could not deliver on 
earlier commitments, then why should 
the Serbs and the Bosnians now take 
more seriously the new warnings and 
threats? 

There is no doubt that both the. U.N. 
and the NATO have goofed on this crisis 
and they will be held accountable for this 
colossal mismanagement of a conflict 
right in the heart of Europe. The interna- 
tional community and specifically the 
Muslims, should also be held accountable 
for the heinous Serb crimes. 

The least that the international com- 
munity should do, and the Muslim states 
in particular, is to allow the Bosnians an 
opportunity to defend themselves. The 
Muslim states threats to lift the arms 
embargo definitely give impetus to coun- 
tries all over the world to take similar 
action. This in turn could prop the 
Europeans, the U.S. and the U.N. to at 
last take meaningful action. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER in Al Ra’i expressed the view that the longer 
Israel delays the implementation of the second phase of the 
Oslo deal the more will be the suffering not only for the 
Palestinians but also for the Israelis. Sulfan Al Hattab said 
that as the Israelis drag their feet over the execution of the 
Oslo agreement, extremist elements in the Palestinian 
ranks are bound to carry fnore attacks in the heart of the 
Israeli society. Indeed, said the writer, the bus explosions 
flea? Tel Aviv and other similar- attacks on innocent civilians 
benefit no party at all and it is imperative on the Israeli 
government to speed up the peace process and give the 
Palestinians their rights and their lands in order to reduce 
(chances for such tragedies on" both sides. Let us hope 
that the Israeli government, which has declared its inten- 
tion to go ahead with negotiations with the Palestinians, 
.will speed up the process of giving the Palestine National 
Authority control over the Palestinian territory and gain 
credibility in the eyes of the peace loving people instead of 
their wrath, added the writer. Once the Palestinians have 
regained their rights and their lands, they will taste peace 
and only then will they fight with all their might to protect 
the peace and prevent extremist elements from wrecking it. 
concluded the wrirer. 

A WRITER in Ai DuSfoiir said that the government's 
recent measures to control the local labour market place 
the Ministry of Labour face to face with its responsibilities 
to evict the illegal foreign workers so that the way can be 
opened for the Jordanian job-seekers to get employment. 
According to an official statement from a ministerial 
committee entrusted with dealing with the guest workers 
issue, there are 180.000 non-Jordamans living in the 
Kingdom with no work permits and therefore, said the 
writer, the Labour Ministry is required to find a way to deal 
with them promptly and order them to leave the country, 
said Mohammad Daoud. Not only are these persons 
illegal v present in Jordan seeking jobs that could be filled 
bv Jordanians, but also they could turn into criminals., 
added the writer. He said that the government took a wise 
decision bv identifying those jobs that should not be filled 
bv non-Jordanians and the next step should be to evict the 
illegal and unemployed foreign workers from the country 
to save the Kingdom further trouble and icropen the wav 
for the concerned authorings to control the labour market. . 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Western credibility is second 
victim of Serb aggression 


ALL OF. us in Jordan should hail and welcome the United 
States Senate move to lift the arms embargo imposed on 
Bosnia-Herzegovina which comes at the proper time to 
rectify the deteriorating situation there where the United 
Nations Security Council had abdicated its authority to 
protect and defend a state recognised and admitted to the 
General Assembly as a member state. The second “Euro- 
pean Holocaust 1 ' should not leave us as neutral observers 
witnessing the heinous crimes and acts of genocide commit- 
ted daily by Serb terrorists and war criminals. 

Another safe haven — Bihac — is about to fall to Serb 
forces which are advancing, as reported, to commit there 
what they had done in Srebrenica a few weeks ago: 
massacres, mutilations, random shooting and rape. 

The incredible atrocities committed in Srebrenica were 1 
the reason why few people were surprised when some 
United Nations investigators started to resign in protest 
against the apathetic U.N. role in Bosnia-Herzegovina. A 
year ago, some honest American State Department desk 
officers also resigned when Washington took no action 
regarding the genocide of Muslims in former Yugoslavia.. 

It has become clear that the United Nations should be 
held responsible for all the war crimes committed by Serb 
terrorists. 

The London conference two weeks ago did not deter 
General Ratko Mladic from overrunning the enclave of 
Zepa, which was declared by the United Nations a “safe 
haven." His militias committed there the same atrocities 
which Srebrenica, another safe haven, had witnessed ten 
days before. 

Muslim villages and “safe havens" there have been 
transformed to actual hell by the endless and merciless 
artillery shelling. 

What is surprising is that the United Nations Security 
Council and NATO feel the need to meet again and again 
and convene a “contact group" conference without knock- 
ing down one Serb tank or an artillery position. 

Had NATO's several ultimatums during the last- two 
years been followed by one action, the humanitarian 
disasters at Zepa and Srebrenica would have been averted. 

I do not believe that NATO and the Security Council 
were short-sighted enough or naive enough to think that 
their ultimatums would deter the Serbs who enjoy the 
undeclared support of many Orthodox fanatics in Russia 
and Greece. 

Serbs have managed so far to take and control 70 per 
cent of Bosnia-Herzegovina territory. 

One asks the often-thought question: Have the United 
Nations and NATO been so terribly amateurish to allow 
Serb tanks and artillery to surround Sarajevo and all other 
U.N. protected “safe havens?" 

I do not believe they were ever really serious about 


stopping Serb aggression. 

After 41 months of Serb aggression and more than 
250,000 dead, more than two million people made refugees 
and dispossessed, hundreds of women raped, thousands of 
houses, schools, mosques, churches, roads, and bridges 
destroyed, European Union leaders are still engaged in 
high-flown declarations and verbal promises backed up by 
non-action. 

It is no surprise, as mentioned earlier, that the United 
Nations investigators resigned in protest against the U.N. 
inconsistency regarding the Serb genocide in Srebrenica. 

Nobody forgets that the United Nations and the Euro- 
pean Union verbally condemned the Serb ethnic cleansing 
as genocide yet agreed to turn over to the same terrorists 
the Bosnian land. 

The U.N. secretary general met and shook hands with 
the same war criminals. Karadzic and Mladic, who commit- 
ted acts of genocide. 

It was not mere coincidence tiiar refugees were moved to 
six “havens," the safety of which was not guaranteed by 
proper military personnel or equipment to defend them. 
Earlier, the United Nations Security Council rejected 
offers of peacekeeping forces from certain Muslim coun- 
tries and yet quickly accepted Russian and Ukrainian 
forces friendly to the Serbs, thus allowing Russia to resume 
playing big power politics in Europe. 

The world's double standards, bluff and contradiction 
are not appropriate in describing the NATO stands there. 

It is heinous to allow two safe havens to fall to the Serb 
aggressor. Following Zepa and Srebrenica other safe areas 
are far from safe. These include Bihac and Gorazde. 

It is no surprise that President Ali Izetbegovic called on 
U.S. Secretary General Boutros Ghali to resign. It was Dr. 
Ghali who turned down, a year ago, a request by 
Lieutenant-General Sir Michael Rose, then U.N. force 
commander, to launch air strikes against Serb tanks and 
.artillery positions whenever safe havens are attacked. Had 
that request been granted then, there would have been a 
real deterrence to -the daily onslaught on Bosnians. 

When the United Nations cannot honour the provisions 
of its own charter to protect and defend member countries 
from naked aggression and crimes against humanity, we 
. must wonder about the efficiency of that organisation to 
achieve peace with justice. Small countries must ask 
whether it is still sane to remain members of the United 
Nations. If the danger we see at the moment in former 
Yugoslavia spills over to the lower Balkans, then nobody 
can stop that avalanche of violence, bloodshed and regional 
ware. Lifting the arms embargo on Bosnia-Herzegovina 
will allow a coalition of Croat and Bosnian forces to defend 
themselves and. at the same time, thwart the irredentist 
designs of “Greater Orthodox Serbia'.' advocates. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Bosnian tragedy further exposes 
hypocricyof Western world 


Reviewed by Ella NasraUah 


THE LOCAL Arabic daily 
newspapers last week fo- 
cused on the Bosnian war, 
Jordan's leading role in 
providing assistance to the 
wax victims and the Middle 
East question in addition to 
domestic affairs. 

Al Dustour daily wel- 
comed a U.S.-Senate deci- 
sion to lifting the arms 
embargo on Bosnia as a 
victory for a just cause. The 
Senate took the right deci- 
sion, said the paper, open- 
ing the way for Bosnia to 
arm itself for self-defence 
in the face of the barbaric 
attacks by the Serbs. But 
the derision remains sym- 
bolic unless practical steps 
are taken for arming the 
Bosnian forces, something 
which the Islamic nation 
ought to achieve in addi- 
tion ro other non-Muslim 
countries, said the daily. 

A writer in Al Ra’i de- 
scribed the massacring of 
women and children in 
Bosnia as a new Nazi era 
reborn in the former repub- 
lic of Yugoslavia. Sultan Al 
Hattab said the Western 
nations, which continue to 
brag about democracy and 
human rights and that they 
are immuned against neo- 
Nazi practices, "have been 
exposed as the world began 
to realise that their false 
statements were used as a 
means to avert taking any 
action to help the victims of 
aggression and so protect 
their own credibility. The 
writer called on the Islamic 
nation to take the initiative 
and call for a summit meet- 
ing to deride the form of 
assistance they wish to ex- 
tend to their brothers and 
sisters in Bosnia. 

Ever since the start of the 
tragedy in Bosnia, the 
Western countries have 
been claiming that they will 
take practical steps to put 
an end to the atrocities 
committed by the Serbs. 
But it turned out after the 
London conference that 
Western statements were 
all false, said Saleh Al Qal- 
lab in Al Dustour. The 
writer said that the West- 
ern powers proved to be 
cheating the world with 
their statements and their 
fake sadness over the 
ordeal of the Bosnian peo- 
ple. The world has been 
hearing statements of con- 
demnation against the 
Serbs but no real action to 


stop their aggression has 
been taken, something 
which opened the world's 
eyes to Western hypocricy, 
added the writer. 

A writer in Al Dustour 
singled out Russia as a ma- 
jor hostile force against the 
Arabs and Muslims. While 
trying to protect its in- 
terests in the Arab World, 
Russia is at the same time 
siding by the Serbs against 
the Muslims and continuing 
its war against the Muslim 
Chechens, said Taher Al 
Adwan. The Arabs and 
Muslims can never forgive 
the Russians for their sup- 
port for the Serbian crimes 
and their own attacks 
against the Muslim 
Chechens, said the writer, 
who expressed astonish- 
ment and dismay at Mos- 
cow’s policies. We have 
been observing Moscow's 
stands for so long and re- 
grettably we discovered 
that its actions are al! 
directed against Arab and 
Muslim interests, he said, 
adding that this stand parti- 
cularly surfaced in ques- 
tions related to Israel, the 
U.N. embargo on Iraq and 
now the situation in Bosnia 
after the Russian invasion 
of Chechenya. 

It is difficult to believe 
what the world is witnes- 
sing towards the end of the 
20th century, said Abdul- 
lah Al Khatib. a writer in 
Al Dustour. We are watch- 
ing a crusade waged against 
the Muslims and an ugly 
war aimed at exterminating 
Muslim groups in Europe, 
whose nations brag about 
democracy and human 
rights, said the writer. 
Attacking the -United Na- 
tioipi for its failure to pro- 
tect the Bosnian people, 
the writer said that the 
world organisation is in col- 
lusion with the European 
powers in their drive to 
keep Europe free of Mus- 
lims. hence the ongoing 
.genocide in Bosnia. While 
the Serbs are continually 
receiving weapons from the 
Eastern as well as the 
Western countries, the 
Bosnian Muslims continue 
to face atrocities condoned 
by the European nations 
and committed by the 
Serbs, said the writer. 

Al Ra’i Arabic daily 
hailed Jordan's efforts to 
provide humanitarian aid 
ro the Bosnian people 


.saying that the Kingdom 
has set a good example for 
other nations. Describing 
the relief supplies flown to 
Bosnia as a continuation of 
a Jordanian strategy of ral- 
lying to help of the victims 
of war and disasters, the 
paper said that it is the turn 
of the other Arab and Isla- 
mic nations to follow Jor- 
dan's example and concert 
their efforts to help the 
victims of aggression. In- 
deed, the Jordanian stand 
served as a clear message of 
peace and solidarity with 
the embattled nation, said 
the paper. * 

His- Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan’s 
visit to the war-ravaged 
Bosnian nation crowned 
Jordan's endeavours at the 
official and popular levels 
to extend a helping hand to 
the victims of aggression, 
said Al Aswaq daily. Prince 
Hassan's trip demonstrated 
a genuine feeling of solidar- 
ity with the Bosnian people 
and reaffirmed the noble 
feelings of the Jordanian 
people towards their 
brothers and sisters, who 
face atrocities, said the dai- 
ly. In contrast, said the 
paper, those nations which 
have been advocating hu- 
man rights are facing a cru- 
cial test while the United 
Nations is expected to pro- 
tect its credibility by pro- 
viding protection to the vic- 
tims of Serbian atrocities. 

A writer in Al Ra’i 
likened the Jewish settlers 
in the West Bank to Ser- 
bian forces and their ac- 
tions against the Bosnian 
people. Citing the situation 
in Hebron as an example. 
Sultan Al Hattab said that 
the settlers arc trying to 
create safe enclaves for 
themselves within the heart 
of the city but at the same 
time continuing to turn 
their guns along with the 
Israeli forces against the 
Arab population of the 
city. By planting settle- 
ments in occupied Arab 
lands. Israel is planting the 
seeds of continued war and 
confrontations and by 
arming the settlers, the 
Israelis are paving the way 
for the continued massacr- 
ing of Arab inhabitants, 
said the writer. The world, 
which has become accus- 
tomed to the atrocities 
committed by the Israelis in 
Palestine, does not find the 
atrocities in Bosnia as a 
strange event, he added. 


It is strange to hear the 
Fateh faction of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLOI condemning 
the recent bus explosion in 
Ramat Gan near Tel Aviv 
as a terrorist act aimed at 
harming the peace process, 
said Yasser Za'atreh. a wri- 
ter in Al Dustour. Stressing 
that armed struggle against 
occupation is legitimate 
under all norms and any- 
where in the world, the 
writer said while the world 
watches the Zionists car- 
rying out atrocities against 
the Arabs, some elements 
are trying to stifle the voice 
of resistance. How can 
Fateh and other factions 
demand that armed strug- 
gle against occupation stop 
at a time when Israel holds 
on to Jerusalem, detains 
thousands of Arab prison- 
ers and refuses to repatri- 
ate the Palestinians to their 
own homeland? asked the 
writer. He said that the 
resistance inside the occu- 
pied lands expresses the 
true feelings of the oppres- 
sed Palestinians and their 
actions against occupation 
will not be affected by 
words of condemnation. 

A writer in Al Dustour 
accused the extremist ele- 
ments in Israel, which 
oppose the peace deal with 
the Palestinians, of perpet- 
rating the bus explosion 
near Tel Aviv so as to 
disrupt the ongoing peace 
efforts. Saleh Qallab said 
that investigations into the 
explosion have so far led 
nowhere but there are in- 
dications that it was the 
work of the extremists, 
otherwise the Israeli gov- 
ernment would have 
boycotted the talks with the 
Palestinians and would 
have clamped stricter mea- 
sures on tbe Palestinians 
under its rule. 

Commenting - on "new 
government measures tol 
deal firmly with the illegal 
foreign workers in Jordan, 
a writer in Al Dustour said 
that evicting the illegal 
workes alone cannot solve 
the unemployment prob- 
lem in Jordan. Taher- Al' 
Adwan said that there are 
other factors which affect 
the unemployment ques- 
tion like social and econo- 
mic considerations. The 
writer said that the govern- 
ment ought to fix the mini- 
mum wages. 


Peres says Palestinian 
Golan is Israeli 

the silver curtain 
matter of time. 


1) 


arrangements with Syria and 
the Syrians propose symmet- 
rical security arrangements, 
why should Israel wony ab- 
out that knowing quite well 
that the overall balance of 
power is in its favour. 

A; In order to have a sym- 
metrica] security arrange- 
ment, you need two moun- 
tains, not one. When you 
have one mountain, you have 
no symmetry. It is not mea- 
sured by the size of the land 
but by the altitude of the 
mountain. Clearly, whoever 
holds the Golan Heights has 
an advantage, not only for an 
attack but for an early warn- 
ing. Now if Israel gives up 
most of the Golan Heights, 
she clearly loses an advan- 
tage, and we would like to be 
sure that we have the neces- 
sary compensation to main- 
tain an early warning state. 
Q: But you must be aware of 
tbe Syrian military capabili- 
ties compared to those of 
Israel? 

A: You never judge military 
capabilities without judging 
military logic. We are not 
sure who will rule Syria in 
let's say the next 20 years, or 
what will be his reasons. You 
know, some people go to war 
even though they know they 
don't have a chance to win it. 
We don’t want wars, and we 
don’t want to be surprised: 
because surprise is a weapon 
too. And for that reason, we 
need an early warning system 
and a permanent one which is 
not qualified by the political 
climate. 

Q: Do you have a fixed vision . 
as to how the region will look 
like in the post settlement 
era? 

A: Look. I'm telling our 
friends, and may I say that, 
among the different nego- 
tiators I met m the Middle 
East, the Jordanian ones are 
the most understanding of 
the dilemma we are all fac- 
ing. The problem is how to 
enter the 21st century with a 
market economy, with a 
science-based industry, with 
an open political mind. And 
we are telling our Arab 
neighbours and our friends: 
Take an example from Asia. 
They were dormant, almost 
backward countries, and look 
what they did in fiveto.ten; 
years. They have revolutio- 
•nised themselves, and Fm not 
talking only about Singapore 
and Taiwan, Fm talking ab- 
out Thailand and Korea. 
Look what happened in five- 
ten short years. We don’t 
understand why tbe Arab 
World doesn't understand 
this, because what tbe others 
have done, everybody can 
do, instead of_the military 
skirmishes "and spending so 
much money on the military, 
wars and prestige. They (in 
Asia) invested in education, 
they adopted market econo- 
mies, opened up their bor- 
ders.. And today, to the sur- 
prise of everybody, what 
used to be once the Third 
World, is becoming one of 
the most vibrant economies 
in the world. Why can’t it 
happen in the Middle East? 
We don't understand. In our 
judgement, if the leadership 
in the Arab countries will not 
do it, fundamentalists will 
take over. It is either prog- 
ress or backwardness. And I 
would consider it very tragic 
if the Middle East becomes 
the backyard of the world. 
Nobody will wait for us. And 
all this talk about Arab eco- 
nomy; the economy today is 
not national, nor ethnic. To- 
day. markets are more telling 
than countries. And it is 
available to everybody. The 
sources of modern strength 
and wealth are neither ter- 
ritorial, nor material nor 
national. They are scientific, 
technological and infroma- 
tive. So, we have no borders, 
no sovereignties, no dis- 
tances. And I hope there will 
be a new leadership in the 
Arab World that will under- 
stand this. It is not a tragedy 
for Israel, but for the Arab 
World if things . stav at a 
standstill and the standards of 
living in the Arab World re- 
main low. You know, people 
misinterpret the concept of a 
new Middle East. It is a 
Middle East in a new age. 
And some people say Israel 
wants to integrate itself in the 
Middle East. That is not a 
problem, the problem is 
whether the Middle East 
wants to integrate itself in a 
new age which already easts 
all over the world. I want to 
emphasise that the Israeli 
economy is not dependent on 
the Middle East. We produce 
today 80 billion dollars a 
year, which is double as much 
as Saudi Arabia, and we 
generate it from the brain not 
from natural resources, and 
everybody can do that. We 
are very Surprised by the 
amount of suspicions and 
prejudices and old-fashioned 
accusations. Today, no ruler 
is stronger than the television 
and no iron curtain can stop 


Soft is a 
From our : 

oerepective, Assad wasted 18 
yeanT Had he come the same ■ 

time that Sadat did, he would. . 

have, had everything like - 
Sadat did. What did he gam 
in these 18 years? I want to-' . 

understand. 

Q; What is Israel’s interpret- .. , 
lion of the clause in the peace_ _ . 
treaty concerning Jerusalem? 

A* Whatever role Jordan has" 
had in Jerusalem will be re- - 
spected and it is respected;' 
unless Jordan will give it up. 

It is her choice. But we shall . : 
respect the religious status.".-,, 
quo in which Jordan had and 
has a saying. You see, there-, 
are two aspects about Jeru-.r ■. 
salem: One is Palestinian and - 
relates itself to Jerusalem 
politically, and the other is 
the Muslim world as it relates 
to Jerusalem religiously. One. 
may even say that Fm not so 
sure that all the Muslim conn- 
tries would like to see the-.;. 
Palestinians as their agents - 
from a religious point of 
view. What we are saying is 
that Jerusalem should be re- 
ligiously open to all. Political- 
ly, it won’t be a Berlin. We 
are not going to put a wall. in ~ - 
the city. We are not going to 
make two cities in one city or 
two capitals in one city. It j-. 
doesn’t make any sense. To- 5. 
day there is a clear Jewish ‘ 
majority in Jerusalem. Yon 
have 550,000 residing in Jeru- 
salem out of whom only 
150.000 are Arabs carrying, . ■ 
by the way, Jordanian pass-* 
ports. We have to respect 
their rights, their individual 
rights, political rights, but we 
are not going to cut the city in . . 
two politically. Religiously it 
will be open to everybody. 

Q: Are you offering Israeli 
passports to Palestinians in 
East Jerusalem? ■ 

A: Yes, to whoever wants. . 
But very few are applying.- - . - 
We are giving them two . 
things: The rights of a rest- - 
dent, namely to'partidpate in - 
the municipal elections and 
the option of citizenship. 

Q: I heard the applicants 
have been increasing, of late? 

A: Yes, hundreds pij 
thousands but not very many. . 

I wouldn't take it as a politic- 1 
al tendency. 

Q: Is it a. .vote of no confi- , 
dence in :the Palestinian au~ - 
thority? «.m * : - - - ■ t '■ 

A: It is a free choice. We are 
n ot going to force anybody. 

OT Jordan is worried about'" ' 
your excavations under the , 
Aqsa Mosque. 

A: First of all, we are very ’■ 
careful with that. There are 
no excavations. There is a .J~. 
tunnel which goes to the Via ~7 
de la Rosa which exists in 
feet. By opening it, it will ‘ 
facilitate the movement of - 
people, nobody is talking ab- 
out excavations. But since 
the story is a delicate issue, 
we are not in a hurry. We 
usually respect fully the rights . . . 
and needs and feelings of*, 
every religion. 

Q: The purpose of the tran- 
sit i on a 1 phase before 
reaching final status talks is 
to carry out confidence build- ' 
ing measures. But it is in- 
creasingly obvious that there 
is no confidence being built in . 
the interim between you and 
the Palestinians. Why not get 
directly into the final status?. • • 

A; First of all. I'm not sure 
I agree with you. For exam- 
ple in Gaza, there is a diffe-- . . 
rent mood already. It is be- 
ginning to emerge as a suo- 
cess. And there is a building 
sense of freedom . it is an 
entirely different mood in 
Gaza, it is a success. If you go - 

to a permanent solution now,, 
you will discover that you ■ 
cannot move at all. It is siig- 4/ 
Resting to make your way by • 
jumping instead of making - • • 
your way by walking. Jump- 
ing may be more impressive, 
out it is so tiring that you can 
hardly negotiate your way. 

■ j T 11 * Arab states are 
worried about your refusal to-' 

D 0, rx the . (nuclear Non- 
proliferation Treaty) NPT. 

Wnat assurances can you 
offer the people of the Mid- 
dle East about Israel’s nuc- ■ 

*ear capabilities? 

P^P 1 ® are worried :f . 
th h e NPT- let them - 
? by our policies. If we - 
?° why did wc give - 

We 2?h. To the t^ntrary- 

generous in our :: - 
£°! ,c, ® s because we are 
Sl our Purity. There . 

■« ■ 

?nr, ha P? y With. We gave - V- 
Jordan back every inch of"'"' 

do lt^ w ryth,ng ' did we 
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Text and Photos 
by Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the 
Jordan Times 

This Is the first of a 
two-part series about re- 
cent- archaeological ex- 
•acavations at Umm Qais 
Greco-Roman Gadara.’ 
Part two appears in 
tomorrow's newspaper. 

THE GERMAN Protes- 
tant Institute for Archaeol- 
ogy of the Holy Land's 
excavations since 1974 a{ 
the Greco- Roman city of 
Gadara (modern Umm 
Qais) have systematically 
uncovered major monu- 
ments from this large and 
important site. During the 
past five years, under the 
direction of German Pro- 
testant Institute Director 
Susanne Kemer, the' ex- 
cavations have uncovered 
several new kinds of 
ancient structures and faci- 
lities that have started to 
fill in important blanks in 
the history of this region: 
substantial sections of the 
earliest Hellenistic city 
walls, the first Roman 
domestic quarter ever exca- 
vated at Umm Qais or any- 
where else in Jordan, evi- 
dence of the Hasmonaean 
sacking of the city in the 1st 
century BC. and two long 
water tunnels carved into 
and through the hill be- 
neath the citadel. 

Visitors to the site in- 
terested in seeing some of 
the newly excavated areas 
can stan at the Beit Malka- 
wi dig house and walk 
around the citadel in a 
clockwise direction. Ex- 
cavations against the exter- 
nal east wall of Beit Malka- 
wi have uncovered the re- 
mains of a section of the 
2nd century BC Hellenistic 
city wall with a tower; the 
Ottoman era villagers used 
the wall and tower as 
foundations for their home. 
This area was excavated by 
Adolf Hoffman of the Ger- 
man Archaeological Insti- . 
tute (Berlin) and the Tech- 
nical University of Cott- 
buss. 

Hie comers of the tower 
are still visible in the ex- 
cavation trench, clearly 
showing the well-cut stones 
used in its construction.. 
This is .the best preserved -. 
section of the Hellenistic' 
city wall yet discovered at 
Umm Qais. The excava- 
tions at Umm Qais have 
retrieved considerable pot- 
tery remains from as early 
as the late 4th/early 3rd 
century BC. but the earliest 
city walls date only from 
the 2nd century BC. 

The city seems to have 
been first established as a 
military colony in the late 
4th century BC by Alexan- 
der the Great’s Egypt- 
based successors, the 
Ptolemies, as a strategic 
military outpost in the 
century-long conflict with 
the north Syria-based Hel- 
lenistic power, the 
Seleucids. Historical 
accounts tell us of the 
Seleucid King Antiochus 
Ill’s siege of the city in 218. 
BC, and of the Jewish Has- 
monaean leader Alexander 
Jannaeus’ 10-month siege 
of the city in the early 1st 
century BC. The Roman 
General Pom pey con- 
quered the region in 63 BC 
and brought it under the 
jurisdiction of Imperial 
Rome, where it flourished 
as a wealthy city renowned 
for its arts. 

Heading towards the 
south-west from near the 
entrance of Beit Malkawi, 
the visitor can see another 
section of the city wall that 
was cleaned but not exca- 
vated; this is also thought 
to date from the Hellenistic 
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The three-apse building that may have been a Byzantine church. One of the two grave-like cut holes in <he ground is visible in the centre-foreground. 

German excavations continue to clarify long 
historical development of Gadara (Umm Qais) 


period. The city and its 
fortification walls kept ex- 
panding westwards in anti- 
quity. 

Further to the west, 
along the south-west side of 
the Ottoman village, is a 
large excavation trench 
with the remains of a targe 
arrow-shaped tower that 
joins the aty walls near the 
existing Ottoman era 
houses. The two storey 
tower, still sporting the re-, 
mains of two arrow slits, 
included interior rooms 
used by soldiers. If '« 
thought' to date from the 
late 2nd century BC, re- 
flecting one of the earliest 
westward expansions of the 
walled Hellenistic town on 
the citadel. 

The top of the tower 
today is almost at ground 
level, but in antiquity the 
ground level was nearly 
five metres lower, as can be 
seen in the deep excavation 
trench. The ground level 
has risen in the past two 
millennia due to the con- 
tinuous erosion of soil 
down the hill, from east to 
west. (This trench also re- 
veals the problem of dis- 
playing excavated struc- 
tures for the public's enjoy- 
ment in a safe manner. The 
excavators used some of 
e large old stone blocks 
form a protective fence 
around the five-metre-deep 
trench, to prevent people 
from accidentally falling 
into it, but the stones have 
been repeatedly dumped 
back into the trench by 
unknown vandals). 

Well south of this tower, 
down .the hill near the 
paved road, the excavators 
found enormous quantities 
*of ancient pottery sherds; 
in just 10 days of work they 
collected over 20,000 
pieces of shiny Hellenistic 
pottery — but no other 
material remains. This led 
them to conclude that this 
was an ancient Hellenistic 


pottery dump or pit which 
collected the debris thrown 
down from over the city 
walls. Muqh of the pottery 
from this area dates from 
the early 3rd and 2nd cen- 
turies BC. making it the 
earliest known material 
from Umm Qais. Interes- 
tingly enough, only this 


ground level, with its 
ancient construction tech- 
niques clearly visible today. 
Its top courses are made of 
criss-crossing stones called 
headers and stretchers, 
with fill in between,' while 
its bottom three foundation 
courses that portrude 
slightly beyond the plane of 


shows evidence of the des- 
miction and rebuilding of 
Gadara in the early 1st 
century BC. The destruc- 
tion is probably that of the 
Hasmonaean Alexander 
Jannaeus' taking of Gadara 
in 75 BC. The rubble out- 
side the south side of the 


Another Byzantine 
church? 

Just a few metres to the 
north-east of this wall 
trench, against the external 
west walls of the Ottoman 
village/citadel, is an area 
crowded with walls of many 
different sizes and shapes, 
dating from the 2nd cen- 
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The “tip” of the arrow-shaped tower from the 
Hellenistic city wall. A narrow arrow slit is visible live 


courses down, towards the bottom-right of the face of 
the tower. 


area produced this early 
material, while the rest of- 
the site only produced pot- 
tery and other material re- 
mains from the 2nd century 
BC arid later. 

Just outside the very 
south-west corner of the 
Ottoman viliage/ritadel is 
an excavated wall at 


the wall are rows of head- 
ers. without fill. It was also 
excavated by Dr. Hoffman. 

This wall, originally built 
in the late 2nd century BC 
as the town expanded to 

the west, is historically 
noteworthy because it 


wall, in the east part of the 
unexcavated balk, shows 
some destruction debris, 
probably from that attack. 
The wall was consequently 
repaired. This is a rare inst- 
ance where an ancient his- 
torical event can be clearly 
documented in an 
archaeological dig. 


tury BC to the 14th century 
AD. Right up against the 
citadel wall, in the north- 
east corner of this area.- is a 
building with three large 
semi-circular apses forming 
its north, south and east 
walls, with two grave-like 
rectangular holes cut into 
the bedrock in front of the 


northern and southern 
apses. 

Because there was only 
about 10 centimetres of din 
above the bedrock, no 
material evidence was 
found in this building that 
could help to date it. Its 
similarity to the three- 
apsed church comprising 
the earliest structure at Ml. 
Nebo suggests this may be 
pan of a Byzantine church, 
and the holes in the ground 
may have been graves, 
which were commonly lo- 
cated within churches in 
the early Byzantine period. 
A simple mosaic floor was 
excavated a few metres 
south-west of the three- 
apsed building. The rest of 
the walls in this area, some 
of which retain their origin- 
al plastering, date from the 
Mamluke period. 

Heading west from here 
down the hill towards the 
street, the visitor will pass a 
large stone doorway facing 
west, inside of which are 
remnants of stairs. These 
stairs lead down into an 
underground complex of 
four interconnected Ro- 
man era cisterns that were 
reused during the Ottoman 
period. Slightly further 
south-west of the doorway 
and cisterns, at ground- 
level just above the modem 
paved road, is the top of an 
ancient wall that was 
cleaned but not excavated. 
This wall, constructed of 
headers and stretchers with 
a rubble core in between, is 
probably a Roman period 
wall dating from yet 
another westwards exten- 
sion of the city. It is wider 
than, but not as well made 
as, the earlier Hellenistic 
walls. 

Rare Roman houses 

Immediately above street 
level, beyond the far south- 
west corner of the Ottoman 
citadel, are three terraces 
with remains of ancient 


housing quarters — some 
of the most important dis 
coveries at Umm Qais in 
recent years. The highest 
terrace, with its large black 
basalt pavement, reflects 
the historical pattern of hu- 
man use that is common in 
'the housing quarters unco 
vered to date: a Hellenistic 
foundation, late Roman 
use as housing units, a long 
gap of several centuries and 
then reuse in the late 
Byzantine (6th century 
AD) and Umayyad 
periods. 

This was an industrial/ 
domestic area in the 6th 
century AD, judging from 
the excavated remains of 
many cisrerns, cooking 
materials and two ovens 
(one a tabun, or cooking 
oven). A cistern mouth and 
a plastered water storage 
basin are visible in the 
north-east corner, near the 
hillside. One of the puzzles 
that Ms. Kemer and her 
colleagues will tty to re- 
solve is why the area was 
used intensively but for 
only a brief period in the 
Byzantine period and then 
abandoned. 

The second and lower 
terrace, crowned by a 
beautiful olive tree that the 
excavators carefully dug 
around, shows remains of a 
two-storey domestic struc- 
ture with steps leading 
down to a subterranean 
basement. The walls are 
Roman and late Byzantine, 
but dense collections of 
Hellenistic pottery were ex- 
cavated in parts of these 
trenches. 

The third and lowest ter- 
race alongside the paved 
road at the west of the 
citadel hill is dominated by 
the standing remains of a 
13-metre-long terrace wall 
that runs almost parallel to 
the road, with right angles 
in it near the road. It was 
built in the Hellenistic 
period, but 'reused and re- 
built in the Roman period; 
the upper courses are Ro- 
man in date. A big squarish 
cut into the bedrock may 
be an unfinished Hellenis- 
tic tomb, now sporting a 
later Roman wall passing 
through it. 

A large round structure 
standing nearly three, 
metres high alongside the 
road is probably a lime 
oven, used to make a com- 
mon plastering/decorative 
material in ancient times. 
Its floor is made of nicely 
packed single stones that 
would have been sealed 
with a clay cover. The three 
courses of stone above the 
floor have been burnt to a 
white/blue colour by the 
high heat. Just above them 
are ^lightly protruding 
stones that start to form a 
dome, perhaps covering 
the burning chamber. Simi- 
lar ovens have been exca- 
vated at Jerash. but this 
one is not well dated be- 
cause of the absence of 
material remains that could 
help to date it. 

Outside the big terrace 
wall is a series of eight 
different rooms dating 
from the early Roman 
period, around 50 BC-150 
AD. The walls were once 
plastered and painted, and 
some bits of red and green 
paint are still visible on 
plastered corners. The ex- 
cavators were able to re- 
trieve many crates of 
plastering painted in mar- 
ble imitation patterns. 

. Numerous small chan- 
nels in the housing area/ 
formed a drainage system 
that kept the terrace wall 
dry and stable. The chan- 
nels fed into an 18 x 8- 
metre plastered cistern that 
is now mostly beneath the 
street. 


Peres says Palestinian 
Golan is Israeli 


(Continued from page 6) 

Iran. We need the nuclear 
ambiguity basically because 
of Iran and fundamentalism. 
We are not worried from 
Jordan and Jordan shouldn’t 
be worried from us. The 
same with Egypt. But we are 
, worried from Iran, and we 
‘ don't see any reason why 
should we come to Iran and 
' say you shouldn't be worried 
from us. And if you permit 
me to say I think Iran is the 
. greatest danger to Arab life 
; in the future. I don’t want to 
\ mention the list of countries 
that Iran has on its menu, but 
; it is a rich menu. 

' Q: So you still think Israel 
' needs a nuclear deterrent? 

As I didn’t say that. I said 
' that the suspicion that Israel 
j.has a nuclear deterrent is a 
■" deterrent. Amer Mousa told 
; me 'why don’t you permit me 
' to go and see Dimona. f told 
■ him look, if I permit you, you 
‘will go to Dimona and find 
there is nothing there, you 


would be at a loss. Why 
should you? 

Q: But the whole world is 
convinced that you do pos- 
sess nuclear weapons. 

A: Good. This conviction 
is good enough. 

Q: You are not denying 
that? 

A: No. We have said clear- 
ly that we shall not be the 
first to introduce nuclear 
weapons to the Middle East. 

Q: What does that mean? 

A: It means that we shall 
not make rhe Middle East 
nuclear. 

Q: Do you have suspicions 
that anybody else in rhe re- 
gion is developing nuclear 
weapons? 

A: Yes. Iran. It has enough 
oil and gas. They don't need 
any Other source of energy. 
They are in a very poor shape 
economically, yet they are 
Spending 800 million dollars 
to make a nuclear reactor. 
What for? It is written on the 
wall, not just an imaginary 
story. 

Q: Is Israel willing to even- 


tually join the NPT7 

We didn’t' say yet yes or 
no. We said that as long as 
some of the signatories are 
cheating like Iraq and Iran 
and North. Korea, we do not 
see much of it. We said that 
we will nor be the first to 
introduce nuclear weapons to 
the Middle East. And in fact* 
we are being supported by 
the United States, we are 
being tolerated by most coun- 
tries. 

Q: Where is Mordechai 
Vanunu. why was his trial so 
secretive? 

A: It is known. Vanunu is 
in prison because he violated 
the laws of the land. 

Q: But why isn’t he 
allowed to speak? 

A: He spoke already more 
than was necessary. 

Q: What do you think of 
Jordanian democracy? 

A: We consider the Jorda- 
nian administration as one of 
the most civilised in the Mid- 
dle East. I don’t want to 
insult anybody else, other- 
wise. I would’ve said the 
most civilised. The parlia- 
ment is a new experiment in 
the life of Jordan, a new 
experience. Again the King 


contributed to democracy out 
of his own free choice. Not 
many kings did it. Parliament 
may express in a way some 
internal differences which ex- 
ist. But we would regret very 
much if it is turned into an 
anti-peace institution. I think 
we have showed our sincere 
feelings towards Jordan. The 
land is already in the hands of 
Jordan and the water. I don’t 
see why should there be any 
suspicion between Israel and 
Jordan. 

Q: Do you support Iraq 
joining the peace process? 

A: Hie problem for us is 
not Iraq but Saddam Hus- 
sein. I think Iraq is equipped 
to play an important role in 
the future of the Middle East. 
We have our problems with 
Saddam Hussein who fired 49 
rockets into Israel and he 
says he is now contemplating 
the 50th, We don’t need 
neighbours like him. So we 
distinguish between Iraq and 
its leader, 

Q: But wouldn’t you open 
a dialogue with Iraq? * 

A: How can you open a 
dialogue with a man you do 
not trust a word he says. You 
have to have an exchange of 


ideas not an exchange of 
voices. The voice of Saddam 
Hussein in this country 
means nothing. 

. Q: What do you think of 
the latest visit by the Amer- 
ican congressman to Bagh- 
dad? Is this the beginning of a 
dialogue between the two 
sides? 

A: I don’t think so. I think 
America will stand fast in 
that position. I don't see any 
change in that policy in the 
near future unless there are 
very .deep changes in Iraq 
itself. 

Q: How do you see your 
standing in the forthcoming 
elections? 

A: We shall have a tough 
fight. I think we shall win. 
but I wouldn’t like to under- 
rate the opposition to what 
we are doing. We are really 
swimming against the stream. 
The strength of the opposi- 
tion is in~rhe doubts of the 
people towards our policies 
because we are introducing 
novel politics, and this always 
creates doubts and sceptic- 
ism. But I'm sure we shall 
overcome. 

Q: Would you think peace 
with Syria helps your 


chances? 

A: We cannot do it for 
elections. We want to have a 
comprehensive peace. I think 
the results of the elections do 
not depend upon peace with 
Syria. 

Q: There is always talk 
about differences between 
you and the prim* minister, 
what are the causes of these 
differences? 

A: Look. Both of us are no 


longer babies. We have disc- 
overed things that are greater, 
than ourselves — that is the 
cause of peace which we are 
serving together. And as far 
as I’m concerned. I’m not 
going to trade policies for 
power. For me the policy of 
peace is the most important 
consideration. 

Q: Did you say recently 
that you plan to retire soon? 

A: No. that was an unfor- 


tunate quotation. I said that 
maybe the next parliament 
would be my last: 

Q: And repons of your 
.nomination as secretary 
general for the United Na- 
tions? 

A: I never suggested that 
myself. 

Q: Did you think about it? 

A: No. I'm a provincial guy 
... and I would like to con- 
tinue what I'm doing now. 



An American firm wishes to prequalify Jordanian firms for the 
design/installation of surface water monitoring stations and ground 
water monitoring wells. Interested firms must prequalify to receive a 
copy of the request for proposals. Qualifying firms must demonstrate 
at least 10 years of experience in the design and installation of 
water monitoring instrumentation and stations . An information page 
discussing prequalification requirements may be obtained from 

Room 21 1, Ministry of Water and Irrigation Building/ 


The Closing date for submittal of complete qualifications 
statements is 12:00 o'clock noon, 12 August 1995. 
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Amman exchange awaits 
debate on economic reforms 


AMMAN (R) — The share 
market in Jordan had a quiet 
week ending Wednesday as 
investors waited for the out- 
come of a parliamentary de- 
bate on a package of econo- 
mic reforms. 

The Amman Financial 
Market index rose 1.7 per 
cent at the end of weeklv 
trading on Wednesday, up 
2.5 points to 153.3 points 
from the previous week, the 
exchange's weekly report re- 
leased on Thursday showed. 

The value of shares traded 
in the five-day period — in 
borh the official and primary 
market — fell 14.5 per cent to 
JD 5.9 million from JD 6.9 
million in the previous week. 

Daily average trading 
volume fell to nearly JD 1.2 
million from JD 1.4 million 
the previous week. 

Dealers said an upturn tn 
market sentiment, now in a 
wait and see mood, hinges on 
investor- perceptions of how 


Parliament will handle a com- 
ing debate over a long- 
delayed package of draft in- 
vestment and tax laws. 

The laws have been sub- 
mitted by government to Par- 
liament as priority legislation 
and promoted as the centre- 
piece of an overhauled and 
liberalised economic policy to 
improve the business climate 
and attract foreign investors. 

The package of laws were 
submitted on Wednesday to 
the Financial Committee of 
Parliament for study and re- 
commendations ahead of a 
full debate expected in the 
coming few weeks. 

Bank shares, the most ac- 
tive sector, accounted for 
47.3 per cent of weekly value 
on a volume of JD 2.77 mil- 
lion. followed by 35.6 per 
cent for industrials on a 
volume of JD 2.08 million. 
16.2 per cent for services on a 
volume of JD 0.95 million 


and 0.9 per cent for insur- 
ance. 

Among bank shares, a JD 

6.00 rise during the week in 
Arab Bank was a stabilising 
factor. The stock — a major 
component of the official 60- 
share index — .dosed at JD 

213.00 on large turnover of 
JD 1.314.140. Jordan Nation- 
al Bank rose 40 files to JD 
4.5.6. The two shares alone 
accounted for a third of total 
turnover, mostly bloc sales. 

In industrials! Arab Phar- 
maceutical Manufacturing 
rose 250 fils to close at JD 
5.070 and National Industries . 
shed 10 fils to JD 1.090. 
'Jordan Cement rose 40 fils to 
close at JD 3.680. 

In services. Jordan Electric 
Power rose 40 fils during the 
week to JD 1.650. 

In the week. 3.862 orders 
were executed for 2.2 million 
shares. Forty seven shares 
were higher. 25 lower and 16 
unchanged. 


Oman seeks foreign 
partners to search for gold 


DUBAI (R) — Oman wants 
foreign partners to search for 
gold in its rugged central hills 

■ where it now extracts half a 
. tonne of the metal a year and 
, expects to discover "more. A 

ministry statement said. 

Oman is dwarfed by South 
Africa, the world's biggest 
gold producer of around 550 

■ tonnes per year, and in the 
Gulf by Saudi Arabia, whose 
larger of two mines produced 
5 ,1 tonnes in 1994. 

But Oman has made gold 
and mineral' industries a 
priority in diversifying its 
economy and opening it to 
foreign 'investors. 

"The future role which 
foreign companies and inves- 
tors C3n play in Oman's gold 
sector is possible through 
joint ventures in the explora- 
tion and exploitation of 
gold.” the Oman Ministry of 
Petroleum and Minerals said 
in a statement. 


It said Oman has proven 
gold deposits at Hail A! Safil 
and Rakah. about 2(Xi km 
from rhe capital Muscat. 

But it is only extracting 
gold from Rakah. where re- 
serves^of 507.061 tonnes with 
an average gold yield of 5.24 
grammes per tonne lie be- 
neath the rugged hills and dry 
river beds. 

"With the existing rate of. 
extraction the total life of the 
project is estimated to he 
(about) six years." the- minis- 
try said. "However, it is ex- 
pected to increase with the 
discovery of new deposits as a 
result of continuous explora- 
tion activities. Exploration 
activities are continuing to 
discover new (gold) de- 
posits." the ministry said. 

Salim Mohammad Shaban. 
deputy minister for pet- 
roleum and minerals, said in 
March that Oman's relatively 
small minerals and metals in- 


dustry could countribute to 
diversification away from oil. 
of which it produces about 
* 800..000 barrels per day. 

Industry sources said the 
Oman Oil Co. is looking at 
investing in gold and copper 
projects in Kazakhstan, 
where annual average gold 
output is 15 to 16 tonnes. 

Oman has already signed 
two deals with foreign part- 
ners this year. Australia's 
World Geoscience Corp.. a 
subsidiary of Aerodata Hold- 
ings Adm.Ax. and Japan's 
International Cooperation 
Agency are both to start ae- 
rial surveys by October to 
help . develop gold, copper'and 
other resources. 

Oman's location in the' 
Arabian Sea makes it well- 
placed to sell refined 1 gold, 
such as in the form of small 
investment bars, to India, the 
single largest gold market in 
the world. 


Abu Djhabi non-oil trade down 9% in first half 

of 1994. 


ABU DHABI (R) — The 
value of United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) member Abu 
Dhabi's non-oil trade fell 
nine per cent to 9.3 billion 
dirhams (S2.5 billion) in the 
first half of 1995. official fi- 
gures show. 

Abu Dhabi Customs De- 
partment figures obtained by 
Reuters on Thursday showed 
this compares with the 10.2 
billion dirhams ($2.8 billion) 


recorded in the first six 
months of 1994- 

Abu Dhabi, which enjoys 
the vast bulk of the U AE’s oil 
wealth, is trying to diversify 
its oil-driven economy by en- 
couraging industrial develop- 
ment. 

In the first half of 1995 the 
value of imports dropped by 
9.2 per cent to 8.8 billion, 
dirhams ($2.4 billion) com- 
pared with 9.7 billion ($2.6 
billion) in the first six months' 


Exports amounted to 131.9 
million dirhams ($36 million) 
— a seven per cent fall on the 
142 million ($38.9 million) 
seen a year earlier.. 

But reexports jumped 15 
per cent to 380.5 million 
dirhams ($104.2 million) in 
the first half of 1995 on the 
same period in 3994. when 
they were worth 331 million 
.($90.6 million). 


THE Daily Crossword by Raymond Hamel 


ACROSS 
1 Extreme 
6 Jostle 

1 1 Ring slat 

14 Giant hunter of 
myth 

15 Socialite Mesta 

16 Fussy woman 

17 Blind 

IS Building wing 

20 Drunkard 

21 Ballistic missile 

22 Foolish 

24 Oppenheimer's 
bit 

25 Some grind 
. theirs 

27 Rummages 
through 

30 Film producer, 
once 

33 Caustic 

34 Liquid measures 

35 Gun gp. 

36 Food regimen 

37 Lash of 
Westerns 

36 Mushroom piece 

39 — du DiaWe 

40 Tears down 

41 Memorable 
passage 

42 Hunted for 
pearls? 

44 Thrash 

45 Young toughs 

46 Roughen 

47 Threefold 

49 Violinist Leopold 

50 Tone-up center 

53 Grin’s stopping 
point? 

54 Biographer’s 
aide 

56 Actor Wallach 

59 Uncanny 

60 Turn inside out 

61 Encountered 

62 Defame 

63 Clark's partner 

DOWN 

1 Sty denizens 

2 Combo 

3 Slangy negative 

4 “Spare the — ..." 

5 Like a necktie 

6 — Downs 
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7 Actor Lew. once ' 

8 Lingerie item 

9 Outdated 

10 Gardeners, at 
times 

11 “—of the 
Opera" 

12 Seaweed 

13 Just 

18“ — Afraid of 
„r 

23 Simpson trial 
judge 

24 Descended 

25 Ankle 

26 Fashion 
magazine 

27 Ham medium 

28 With an 
unflinching stare 

29 Nonconformist 

30 Taken on 

31 Minotaur’s 
island 

32 Veronica of “HiH 
Street Blues" 

34 Looks 

37 Escapade 

38 Kind of pump 
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40 Goes back on a 
promise 

41 Row 

43 Wine cask 

44 Close call sound 

46 More adorable 

47 Swarm 

46 Breathing sound 


49 Large landmass 

50 Fret 

51 Sprite 

52 The humanities 

55 — and haw 

56 Mineral earth 

57 — Got You 
Under My Skin" 


Arabs press on with 
ambitious stock project 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states have embarked 
on a project to set up a 
network to link their stock 
markers to encourage cross- 
border investment as part of 
attempts to integrate their 
economies. 

The Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF). which is encouraging 
member states to carry out 
reforms to remedy economic 
woes, has completed the first 
stage of the computerised 
stock data base at its head- 
quarters in Abu Dhabi. 

The first stage links the 
stock exchanges in Jordan. 
Tunisia. Morocco. Bahrain. 
Oman and Kuwait. More 
members arc expected to join 
in. 

"The fund hopes the re- 
maining Arab bourses will be 
linked to the base so that it 
will cover the whole region." 
AMF chairman Jassim Al 
Manai wrote in a report Fri- 
day about the project laun- 
ched early this year. 

The base, set up with help 
from the World Bank's Inter- 
national Finance (Jforpora- 
tion. gathers infor 


ition ab- 
out share moves£ prices. 


>mvflt 
?es( 

supply and demand, perform- 
ance of trading institutions 
and other indicators and dis- 
tributes them to all linked 
bourses. 

It also distributes periodic- 
al analyses of each exchange 
and data on economic indica- 
tors in member states. 

Several other Arab nations 
have official floors, including 
Egypt and Lebanon, while 
there are plans to set up more 
exchanges in the region. 

Qatar has just approved 
plans to establish a stock 
market while the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) is ex- 
pected to open a floor next 
year. Saudi Arabia shut its 
exchange eight years ago af- 
ter Islamic opposition. 

But sharedealing in the 
world's top oil producer and 
exporter is conducted 
through the most advanced 
bank network in the Middle. 
East and turnover is the high- 
est. 


external 
debt in 1995 
down to $29b 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt's exter- 
nal debt fell to $29 billion in 
1995. compared to $44 billion 
before the Paris Club started 
writing off debt’ in 1991. 
Prime Minister Atef Sedki 
was quoted on Thursday as 
saying. 

Two years ago the foreign 
debt stood at $30.2 billion 
and it has kept falling as 
more countries carry our debt 
waivers linked to Egypt's ' 
economic reform program- 
me. 

The government newspap- 
er Al Ahram said Mr. Sedki 
told a meeting of ministers 
responsible for the economy 
that the programme had pro- 
vided new Jobs and pushed 
the economy towards take- 
off point. 

Dr. Sedki said Egypt was 
spending 22 billion Egyptian 
pounds ($6.5 billion) 'a year 
(o service foreign. and domes- 
tic debt and that the economy 
could sustain the loan instal- 
ments. 

In 1991 the Paris Club of 
official creditors agreed to 
write off $10 billion they had 
lent to Egypt, as a reward for 
Egypt's anti-Iraqi stance in 
the Gulf war and on condi- 
tion that Egypt took the 
opportunity to carry out eco- 
nomic reforms. 


Foreign 
investment 
in Israel grows 

TEL AVIV. Israel (AP) — 
Foreign investment in Israel 
increased by 52 per cent dur- 
ing the first half of 1995 
compared to the same period 
last year. 

Foreigners invested 5904 
million in the Israeli economy 
from January to June, com- 
pared to S595 million u year 
ago. according to new figures 
released by the Bank of 
Israel. 

The most significant rise 
came in purchase of securities 
on the Tel Aviv stock ex- 
change. which is rebounding 
after having lost about a third 
of its paper value in 1994. 

Investment in the stock 
market was $231 million dur- 
ing the first half of 1995. 
compared to only $183 mil- 
lion for the entire previous 
vear. 

Another $673 milium were 
invested in other assets in the 
Israeli economy, the state- 
ment said. 


problems as slow growth, 
debt, unemployment, infla- 
tion and deficits in their 
budgets and balances of pay- 
ments. 

"We hope the stock data 
base will help create aware- 
ness of the importance of 
investment in the- Arab 
bourses and their role in eco- 
nomic development." Dr. 
Manai said. 

More than 2 J00 banks and 
companies trade their shares 
in the Arab World but most 
of the markets have remained 
dull as dealing is generally 
restricted to nationals and 
traders lend to look for long- 
term investment. 

Arab investments overseas 
have swelled to- more than. 
$600 billion, triggering calls 
for developing regional slock 
markets: improving invest- 
ment laws and privatising 
public institutions. 

The AMF's second 
quarterly report on the stock 
data base showed turnover in 
the six finked bourses jumped 
by around 57 per cent to 
$1.81. billion in the second 
quarter of 1995 from $1.15 
billion in the first quarter. 

The increase was caused by. 
a surge in dealing in Kuwait's 
market, where turnover 
soared to $1.3 billion from 
$664 million. 

The report, released this 
week, showed more than 300' 
banks and companies were 
trading their shares in those 
six bourses, with a market 
capitalisation of $28.8 billion. 


Gulf oil products prices falling 


*>> 


DUBAI (R) — Prices for 
refined oil products in the 
Gulf fell for the third week in 
a row because of limited sea- 
sonal demand in Far East 
export markets and soft 
crude oil prices. Gulf oil trad-, 
ers said. 

Traders said that Gulf pro-, 
duct supplies from the re- 
gion's refineries are more 
than adequate to meet fresh 
spot market demand or new 
buying tenders from India. 

"In general the prices are 
weak... It's a function of 
crude and plenty of products 
being available.” a trader in- 
Bahrain said, 'adding that 
many refineries were still 
operating at high throughput 
rates. 

Prices for middle distillates 
fell to their lowest level since 
the end of June as warmer 
seasonal weather in Japan 
and South Korea cut heating 
oil demand. 

The decline was more 
marked in the price of naph- 
tha which slumped to its 
lowest level since June 1994 
of $142 a tonne because of a 
downturn in global petroche- 
mical demand. 

Jet-kerosene cargoes for 
export to Asia were notional- 
ly assessed on a fixed price 
basis at $18.95 barrel fob 
Gulf, down 35 cents from last 
week. Its discount to Mideast 
published price quotes held 
at 15 cents to 20 cents a 
barrel. 

Gas oil (diesel) prices also 
edged back to around $18.75 
a barrel from $19.15 last 
week and any premium to 


. i- KPC previously supplied 

Midcast quotes has now dis- ^qqq £ nnes 0 f diesel and 

1.0*8 million tonnes of 
kerosene. 


appeared, traders said. 

- Distillate prices have fallen 
since the India Oil Cofp 
(IOC) awarded a major mid- 
. die distillate supply tender to 
the Kuwait Petroleum Cor- 
poration (KPC) for August 
delivery. 

This award ruled 'out the 
' need for shortcovering from 
traders to supply India, a 
move ‘ which frequently re- 
sults in higher spot market 
prices. 

“Traders who have barrels 
now have to discount them 
more to sell to the (far) East 
or east Africa because of 
IOC.” a trader in Dubai said. 

IOC has issued additional 
buying tenders for high speed 
diesel and superior kerosene 
but traders say that the ten- 
ders may not be large enough 
to turn prices around unless 
IOC awards additional car- 
goes. 

In other news 

— KPC will supply IOC 
with 1.5 million tonnes of 
high speed diesel and 1.08 
million tonnes of superior 
kerosene under a new term 
arrangement. Gulf traders 
said. 


— Liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG) markets continued to 
hit new 1995 lows as domestic 
and commercial gas use in the 
Far East remained in. the 
summer doldrums. Abu Dha- 
bi's Adgas issued a new spot 
tender for September loading 
and Saudi Aramco is ex- 
pected to release' a tender 
soon. 

Official term contract 
prices are also to be 
announced in the coming 
days and are expected to 
reflect the weaker market. 

— Freight rates from the 
Gulf to the Far East In- 
creased again on a perceived 
tightening in available ton- 
nage. Rates for vessels sized 
30.000 tonnes taking naphtha, 
to Japan were assessed at 
$25.54 (from $24.47), middle 
distillates to Singapore at 
$15.08 ($14.47) and 80.000 
tonne fuel cargoes at $6.55 
($5.36). „ . . . 

— Bunkers from Fujairah 
climbed to $91 a tonne from 
$87 last week for 1 80cst mate- 
rial and $86 ($81) a tonne for 
380 cst. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY. JULY 29, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Thi> is an ideal day and evening tn 
join with many friends at projects which are mutually interesting. 
Cultivate new friends as well. 

TAURUS: (April 2(1 to May 2U) This is a good day to get into 
community tasks which you enjoy. A bigwig will be 'impressed by 
you and something line cun come of this. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Listen to suggestions given you today 
whereby you can advance in life, hut pick out those hest suited to 
your needs. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June-22 to July 21) Try to step out of that rut 
you ate in today and use more modern methods in the business 
world and gain more benefits.. 

LEO: (July 22 to_ August 21) Contact advisors today whose views are 
quii&^iflcre.m-fi!qri)^>©ur own. You get the right slam on how to 
become more successful. - •. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Study in(o new ways of 
becoming more efficient today at your regular line of career 
activities" Fellow associates could also give you good suggestions. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Make appointments with 
congenial friends the amusements mutually liked today. Take your 
mate along with you and feel happier. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you think more about 
the welfare of loved ones, there can be greater accord at home 
Invite new acquaintances in and make good friends. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You can express 
yourself very well today, so contact as many persons as you can and 
state your aims for your success. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Study your holding? 
and do whatever will improve them today and you can also add to 
them so that you cun progress in your activities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February IV) Bo enthused and go after 
your personal wishes with vim and vigor and gain them. Be most 
careful in motion today. 

PISCES: (February 211 to March 2tt) This is a good day to show that 
you have a sense of humour. Be happier with your mate by vour 
side. 

Binhstone of July: Ruby — Tiger's Eye _ 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
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I can’t bite your wife. My oid lady gets 
jealous if I come home with another 
woman’s blood on my breath.” . . 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mfk» Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words.. . - 


PL1MB 


ZAZ 


u 


Oi9»TttmUoda Seftfctt.M. 
MBtfwtorwd. 


n 

FAFEC 



m 

□ 

* 


DEFAN 

E 

^ 




n 


VALBE 

R_ 






WHY THET 
CONTORTIONIST 
COULP NOT FAIL, • 


4- 


Now arrange I he- circled letters to . 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here : 


HE 

WAS 


[irfr nm 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: BASSO OCCUR LIZARD SALOON 
Answer Where the motorists always get mad — 
AT THE -CROSS’ ROADS 


Peanuts 


ISNTIT GREAT, MARCIE? 
NO 5CHOOLWORK TO WORRY 
ABOUT.. NOTHING TO DO \ 



Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



TF ^ 

THE NUMBER you 
HAVE DIALED l$ 
INCORRECT PLEASE 
HANG UP AND 
DIAL AGAIN. THIS 
/5 A RECORDING. 


I’LL DO IT 
Real slow 
THIS Time/ 
7- 9-3- 1-2 


stl/p/d, we donV 
have no such 
NUMBER? LOOK.JT 
UP AND TRY 

again/ this is 
a Recording/ 



\ 
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A review 
or economic news 
jnotn the Arabic press, 


Ministry 
of Supply 
to import 
cereals 


from Syria 


T he Ministry of 
Supply intends to 
import large quart ti- 
des, of cereals from the 
Syrian Cereals Trade and 
Processing Public 
Corporation. The Ministry 
intends to import 100,000 
tonnes of wheat, 100,000 
tonnes of barley and 1,000 
tonnes of lentils. A team 
from the ministry will 
visit Syria within a week 
to negotiate with the 
Syrian corporation on 
prices and final quantities. 
Informed sources said the 
Syrian side agreed to barter 
the barley for Jordanian 
cement. .The sources said 
the ministry's team will do 
its utmost to convince the 
"Syrian officials to barter 
the other quantities of 
wheat and lentils for 
cement (A1 Dustour). 


** A total of 20.970 
tonnes of French flour pur- 
chased by the Ministry of 
Supply were recently un- 
loaded in the Aqaba Gulf. 
It was the first time since 
1984 that the ministry 
imports flour. It usually 
imports wheat (A1 
Dukour). 


'** Director General of -jibe 
Jordan Investment 
Corporation Mohammad 
A1 Bataineh said the 
National Petroleum 
Company has recently 
been registered with the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade companies' 
comptroller as a public 
shareholding company 
owned mainly by the cor- 
poration. He said the con- 
stituent assembly- of the* 
JD 20-million company 
will meet soon to approve 
its bylaws (Al Ra'i). 


** Representatives of 10 
Arab airliners concluded 
their meetings in Amman 
on Thursday. The meet- 
ings, which were designed 
to discuss means of strik- 
ing marketing alliances 
and study the- feasibility of 
such alliances, were at- 
tended by representatives 
of Jordan, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Egypt, Tunisia, morocco, 
Algeria and Libya (Al 
Ra'i). 


** The Ministry of Labour 
started implementing a re- 
cent Cabinet decision aim- 
ing to reduce the number 
of illegal foreign workers 
in the k -Kingdom. Labour 
Minister Nader Abul Shaar 
said details for clamping 
down on illegal workers 
will be announced soon in 
the press. He said illegal 
workers who were in 
Jordan before the issuance 
of the Cabinet decision 
will be given a three- 
month period lo obtain the 
needed work permits or 
otherwise will be asked to 
leave the Kingdom (Al 
Ra'i). 


** A delegation represent- 
ing the Japanese 
International Overseas 
"Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) is currently in 
Amman to do studies on 
landslides on ihe^Amman- 
Jerash-Irbid road. The road 
project, which was fi- 
nanced by JICA, suffered 
from several landslides 
which partially closed it 
during the past winter sea- 
son (Al Ra'i). 


Beirut unions challenge 
government on price hikes 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
powerful trade unions on 
Thursday renewed threats to 
the government to launch 
open-ended general strikes 
and demonstrations until 
controversial tax and price 
hikes were cancelled. 

The General Labour Con- 
federation (GLC) said after a 
meeting of its executive com- 
mittee it was giving bil- 
lionaire Prime Minister Rafiq 
Al Hariri's government until 
the end of AugusL to prove its 
intention to meet the de- 
mands raised by the unions. 

"The GLC affirms its deci- 
sion to undertake open- 
ended general strikes and de- 
monstrations in all Lebanese 
areas.** the GLC said in a 
statement. 

The unions derided ro turn 
the heat on (he government 
after the authorities banned 
demonstrations and used 
security forces to block street 
protests during a general 
strike on July 19. 

The one-day srrike and 
protests were called by the 
GLC to force the government 
to scrap the increases — in- 
cluding 38 per cent on the 
price of petrol. 

Outlining their demands, 
the unions said their terms 
for continuing dialogue with 
the government were the 
scrapping of the rises and 
annullment of all sentences 
against protestors who were 
fined for taking pan in the 
protests. 

Two courts in Beirut and 
Sidon had convicted and 
fined 26 out of 70 detainees 
for violating a ban on demon- 


strations apd inciting disturb- 
ances during the protests. 

The GLt also said the 
government should take mea- 
sures to curb what it said was 
the squandering of public 
funds, lower the interest on 
public debt and to get “just 
revenue" by taxing big com- 
panies and wealthy business- 
men. not workers and em- 
ployees. 

The. unions have said the 
tax and price policy was 
starving people and rapped 
Mr. Hariri's multi-billion dol- 
lar plans to rebuild Lebanon 
from the 1975-90 civil war. 
saying they did not meet the 
people's needs. 

The GLC criticised parlia- 
ment for not taking a tougher 
line againsr the government 
by not ordering it to scrap the 
increases during a debate of 
economic policy and drafts 
this week. 

"What was requested from 
parliament were resolutions 
committing the government 
to respect the constitution, to 
stop all acts of tyranny and 
aggression on freedoms, to 
stop the starvation policy And 
to cancel the petrol price 
hike.** it said. 

Parliament issued recom- 
mendations on Monday for 
the government to “rectify 
mistakes" resulting from the 
rises. 


The GLC. announcing it 
would continue its "program- 
me of mobilisation" through 
conferences, meetings and 
rallies, called fora festival for 
a popular forces and union- 
ists on August 8. 
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Dollar in InlarnabotMl Markets 
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Currency 

1 Ml H 

3 MTtlS 

6 MTtlS 

12 MT11S 

U_S. Dollar 

5.6? 

5.66 

5.66 

5.75 

Slrriinn Pound 

6.43 

6.56 

1 

6-t>: 

6.6 7 

Deutsche Mark 

4.31 

4.25 

4.25 

4.37 

-Smbo. Franc 

2.43 

2.50 

2.52 

2.61 

French Franc 

6.2S 

6.12 

6.00 

5.96 

Japanese Y*u 

0.62 

0.62 

0.56 

0.56 

European Currency L'nit 

5.67 
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6.00 
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Central Bank ot Jordan Exchange Rate BnMatin 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dottw 

0.0970 

' 0.6990 

Sterling Pound 

1 - 2095 

; 7.7/50 

PcdIkIk Mark 

0.5022 

• 0.5047 

Sow Franc 

0.6049 

0.6079 

French Franc 

0.1447 

1 0.1454 

Japanese Yen' 1 

0.7927 

0-7967 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4*63 

: 0.4506 

Snrdkh Krona 



JtaUau Lira* 

0.0436 

< 0.0436 

Belj&ui Franc 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.1330 

; 1.6450 

l^banrae lie* 

0.042/50 

J 0.043050 

Saudi Rfyal 

0.1655 

■ 0.7169 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3000 

’ 2.3600 

Qatari Rival 

0.1902 

0.79/5 

KgypHari Pound 

0.1900 

0.2160 

Omani Rjyal 

1.6010 

• f ..fi2.fl.g_ — 

UAE Dkhmm 

0.1666 

’■ 0.1901 

Greek Drachma'' 

0.2650 

. 0.3050 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are the buying and selling 1 

rates for leading 

world currencies 

and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange 3nd 

bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

1.3640/50 

Canadian dollar 


1.3848/58 

Deutschemarks 


1.5514/24 

Dutch guilders * 


1. 1508/18 

Swiss francs 


28.48/52 

Belgian francs 


4.7910/60 

French francs 

* 

1585.8/0.8 

Italian lire 


88.43/53 

Japanese yen 


7.0425/25 

Swedish crowns 


6.1380/30 

Norwegian crowns 


5.3835/85 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

$1,5976/86 


One ounce of gold 

$383.25/383.75 
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U.S. abstains as WTO members confirm finance pact 


GENEVA (AFP) — World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
members formally approved 
here on Friday a landmark 
pact to further open up world 
trade in the fast-growing 
financial services sector, de- 
spite the United States ab- 
staining. 

The pact, the first major 
post-war trade deal excluding 
the United States, covers 
some 90 per cent of world 
financial business. It will take 
effect in 12 months and -will 
be open for review by the end 
of 1997. 

The accord should form 
the basis for another round of 
talks and further improve- 
ments. hopefully with full 
U.S. participation. WTO 
negotiators said. , 

•‘Today's achievement 
should be considered as a key 
step forward, but by no 
means the end of the pro- 
cess." said Frank Swedlove 
of Canada, chairman of the 
WTO committee on trade in 
finanriaTservices. 

He also implicitly recog- 


nised that the scope of the 
accord was limited by the 
surprise withdrawal of the 
U.S. from the negotiations at 
the end of June, when 
Washington decided that 
concessions offered by some 
Asian countries were insuffi- 
cient. 

"Given the events of June 
30." the results were "the 
best that could be hoped 
for." he said, commending 
the European Union (EU) 
for its leadership in successful 
efforts to avert a collapse of 
the talks in the past month. 

In practical terms, the 
accord will mean that mar- 
kets in. many Countries will be. 
opened to more foreign* 
banks, securities firms and 
insurance companies. 

It will also mean that key 
countries-basically those of 
the Paris-based Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) 
and a number of emerging 
Asian and Latin American 
market economies — wifi 
open up for increased cross- 
border sales of financial ser- 


vices. 

And it will pave the way 
for increased provision of 
asset management by wholly 
or partially foreign-owned 
companies in many markets. 

Japan, in particular, 
agreed ro "multilateralise" a 
bilateral agreement with the 
United Slates, so guaran- 
teeing foreign access to the 
management of Japanese 
public and private pension 
funds now worth upward of 
SI. 200 billion. 

WTO spokesman David 
Woods reported shortly after 
11 a.m. (0900 GMT) that a 
"deal was done" both on 
financial services and on the 
companion issue of tempor- 
ary admission of individuals 
providing services. 

India. Pakistan and Egypt 
had set an accord on ihe 
"movement of natural per- 
sons" os a pre-condition for 
joining the finance deal. EU 
diplomats recoginsed that 
“we are not very open" on 
this issues but said it was at 
present a "politically very 
sensitive one." 


But it was improved mar- 
ket access commitments from 
Japan and South Korea that 
enabled Mr. Swedlove's 
panel to clinch a "substantial 
consensus" here on Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Swedlove announced 
that the financial services 
committee had officially re- 
corded "schedules” of im- 
proved commitments by 29 
countries — counting the 15-' 
nation European Uni.on as 
one — .and would sign a 
protocol to this effect by the 
end of next June. 

The new concessions will 
come on top of those tabled 
by about 90 countries at the 
end of the Uruguay Round 
trade negotiations in Decem- 
ber 1993. 

Considering that the initial 
commitments offered by 
some developing countries 
were insufficient at that 
point, the United States, 
backed by other industrial 
countries, called for further 
talks with a deadline at the 
end of last June. 

But on the eve of the dead- 


line. it pulled out of the 
negotiations, saying it would 
take an exemption from the 
WTO's basic Most Favoured 
Nation (MFN) principle, pro- 
viding for non-discrimination 
among members, for the en- 
tire financial services sector. 


While giving the ELL and 
other .key trading partners 
assurances that their posi- 
tions in the lucrative U.S.. 
market would be safe- 
guarded. it served norice that 
new entrants would be admit- 
ted only if their home coun- 
tries offered reciprocal terms 
for U.S. firms. 


Echoing hopes thar the 
United States may be 
brought back into the multi- 
lateral fold in this vital sector 
after the next U.S. president 
rial and congressional elec- 
tions. committee Chairman 
Swedlove said a review of the 
new protocol by end-1997 
would "create an opportunity 
for commitments to further 
liberalisation and an even 
broader MFN-based agree- 
ment.” 


French Total considers doing more Iran oil deals 


PARIS (R) — French oil 
group Total S.A. said it was 
interested in more deals with 
Iran, despite U.S. opposition 
to a recent exploration deal 
for the SIrri offshore field. 

"We have a long-term in- 
terest in Iran. We think that 
there are a lot of things to do 
in Iran, it is a country with a 
lot of (oil) fields arid there 
are many possibilities to im- 
prove the renewal of re- 
serves.'* Total Chairman 
Thierry Desmarest said. 

"For us it is not a case of 
doing Sirri and then end 
there." he added in an inter- 
view. 

“There are more projects, 
some have to do with up- 
stream. others have to do 
with refining. And there will 
be other projects in the fu- 
ture. We will look at them 
case by case, for the moment 


the Sirri case'fc very impor- 
tant to us." he said. 

Mr. Desmarest said the 
company had received ex- 
pressions of interest from va- 
rious oil companies to partici- 
pate in the Sirri project. Tot- 
al will be majority operator 
of the Iran Sirri deal but is 
looking for risk-sharing in- 
dustrial partners. 

Iran's contract with Total 
replaced a U.S. deal blocked 
by Washington. In March 
President Bill Clinton barred 
Houston-based Conoco Inc 
from proceeding with an ini- 
tial contract with Iran for the 
Sirri island' fields signed by its 
Dutch subsidiary. 

He later announced a trade 
embargo against Iran for its 
alleged nuclear weapons 
programme and sponsorship 
of what Washington calls 
“terrorism." The United 


States has protested to 
France over Total's deal and 
called on Paris not to extend 
official credits to Tehran to 
finance it. 

Mr. Desmarest said thai 
the discussions to form a Sirri 
consortium would take a few 
months. Depending on the 
success of this so-called 
"farm out” process for Sirri. 
Total would consider other 
projects. He had no comment 
on the U.S. government's 
opposition to the Sirri deal. 

"Our agreement is not 
breaking any laws or United 
Nations sanctions. We will 
try to complete this project in 
the best possible conditions." 
he said. 

Talks with Iraq were con- 
tinuing but any deal would 
not become effective until 
after a trade embargo was 
lifted. He did not comment 


on the state of the discus- 
sions. 

Total signed the Sirri deal 
on July 13 with the National 
Iranian Oil Co ro develop the 
Sirri "A” and "E" fields lo- 
cated offshore from a Gulf 
island closer to Dubai than io 
mainland Iran. The fields will 
be connected to Sirri island 
where the Iranian company 
currently operates the "C" 
and “D" fields as well as a 
storage and shipping termin- 
al. 


Total is responsible for 
securing the financing of all 
costs incurred — estimated at 
$600 million. The work is 
expected to last five years 
and production should begin 
within less than three years. 


Capacity is estimated at 
120.000 barrels per day and 
Total will get about a third of 
the crude oil in return for its 
investment. It will also mar- 
ket the gas produced from 
the field." 


OFFICE FOR RENT 

Office for rent with some furniture, 
in Shmeisani, Safeway street - 
Albir Complex. 

Tel: 695759 or 680940 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 


The Best Cooking, 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytun&Q 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 


6:30 - 11-JO 
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Quality in Lamps, lighting 

and, electrical materials 

OSRAM 

Germany 

SCHWABE 

Germany 

WOFI 

Germany 

LEUCI 

Italy 

ERC 

Italy 

PUK 

Italy 

AND OTHERS 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Respnable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 
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Ttfroto 


5th Circle - 692672 
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WLLA* 

D’ANGELO 


AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT | 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 


Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 
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UP TO 50% 


BADIA BOUTIQUE 

Ext; Rsnbow St. 

Tel: 657094 
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Agassi and Sampras advance to 
quarterfinals of Montreal Open 


MONTREAL (AP) - Top- 
seeded Andre Agassi and 
No. 2 Pete Sampras both 
reached the quarterfinals of 
the $2.5 million Canadian 
Open tennis trournament 
Thursday. 

Agassi, who ousted Sam- 
pras as world No. 1. breezed 
by Czech qualifier Daniel 
Vacek 6-3. 6-2. Sampras had 
no more touble in bouncing 
un seeded Mauricio Hadad of 
Colombia 6-2. 6-3 on the 
hardcourts at Jany Stadium. 

“I'd like to meet Pete in 
the finals because he's the 
guy to beat.” said Agassi, 
who has reached at least the 
quarterfinals in 17 consecu- 
tive tournaments. “When I 
do beat him. I feel it's a huge 
accomplishment. 

“He's arguably the best 
player in the world. He's one 
guy that if I play my best 
tennis. I don't necessarily 


win. 

Each has two matches to 
win before Sunday's final, 
starting Friday when Agassi 
was to meet unseeded fellow 
American Maiivai Washing- 
ton, who ousted 1994 French 
Open champion and ninth 
seed Sergi Bruguera of Spain 
6-4. 6-2. 

Sampras, in his first 
tournament since winning a 
third straight Wimbledon ti- 
de July 3. was due to face 
seventh-seeded German 
Michael stich in the quarter- 
finals. 

Stich downed the 10th 
seed. Jim Courier of the Un- 
ited States. 6-3. 6-2. 

“It should be a good match 
because we both play a simi- 
lar style.” said Sampras, 
whose career record against 
Stich is even at three" wins 
apiece. 

. Agassi has gone 81-11 in 


matches since winning the 
Canadian Open in Toronto 
last year, including wins in 
the U.S. Open Iasi Septem- 
ber and the Australian Open 
in January. 

He says this year’s U.S. 
Open beginning Aug. 29 
should decide who is best 
between the two. 

“I think the one who wins 
the most majors in a year is 
No. I.” said Agassi, “if Pete 
wins the U.S.~Open . then 
I’m not No. 1. 

“The U .S. Open is pivotal. 
I won Australia and he won 
Wimbledon." 

The third and fourth seeds 
also advanced in ' Michael 
Chang of the United States 
drubbed 13th seeded Todd 
Martin of the United States 
6-3. 6-2 and Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov of Russia got by New 
Zealand upstart Brett Steven 
6-4. 1-6. 6-4. 


Chang, who won the Cana- 
dian Open in 1990. next faces 
21-year-old Swede Thomas 
Enqvist, the 12th seed who 
outlasted fifth-seeded Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia 6-7 (2- 
7). 7-6 (7-3). 7-5. 

Kafelnikov is next to play 
Mats Wilander. the former 
world No. 1 from Sweden 
who upset sixth-seeded 
Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa 6-5. 6-2. 

Meanwhile, there were no 
more boos for Greg Rusedski 
on a side court when he and 
partner Paul Weke&a of 
Kenya lost their second- 
round doubles match to mark 
Philippoussis and Patrick 
Rafter of Australia. 

Rusedski, a Montreal na- 
tive who recently opted to 
play for Britain, had been 
jeered by the crowd when he 
lost in the first round of 
singles this week. 



IAAF considering 
another test on 
Modahl sample 


Israel bows out of Indonesia archery event 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
will not send a team to take 
part in the World Archery 
Championships in Jakarta be- 
cause of a series of restric- 
tions imposed by the Indone- 
sian government, sports offi- 
cials said Friday. 

The Israeli Sports Federa- 
tion (ISF) said it had been 
told by the Jakarta author- 
ities the team would not be 
allowed ro fly the Star of 
David flag, march together at 
the opening and closing cere- 
mony or wear any uniform 
with an Israeli emblem. 

If an Israeli won a medal 


the Indonesians would not 
play the “Hatikva.” Israel's 
national anthem. 

ISF Chairman Yejezkel 
Harmelech refused to take 
part after hearing Indonesia's _ 
terms, from International 
Archery Federation chair- 
man Jim Histon. 

Harmelech said Indonesia 
demanded a written accept- 
ance of the restrictions other- 
wise visas would not be 
granted upon arrival. 

Histon offered Israel a 
wildcard entiy.to the 1996 
Olympic Games, the ISF said 
in a statement. 


A 1988 Indonesian ministe- 
rial decree forbids athletes 
from competing against 
athletes from countries with 
which Jakarta has not di- 
plomatic relations, such as 
Israel. It bans any unrecog- 
nised country from playing its 
national anthem or raise its 
flag on Indonesian soil. 

The ISF’ and the World 
Jewish Congress condemned 
Jakarta's move as “bizarre 
racism and anti-Semitism.” 

The 38th World Outdoor 
Archery Championship from 
August" I to 6 are the first 


qualifying round for the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics. 

According to reports from 
Jakarta, the authorities have 
also protested against Portug- 
al's participation. 

Indonesia, the largest Mus- 
lim nation in the world, does 
not' recognise the state of 
Israel. It broke relations with 
Portugal after it invaded the 
former Portuguese colony of 
East Timor in 1976 and sub- 
sequently annexed it. 

The International Archery 
Federation (FITA) bars dis- 
crimination on the grounds of 
race, religion or politics. 



Diane Modahl 


GOTHENBURG (R) — In- 
ternational athletics officials 
are considering a third test on 
Briton Diane Modahl’s urine 
sample to determine whether 
hear could have caused an 
excessive testosterone level. 

On Wednesday a British 
Athletic Federation (BAF) 
panel overturned a four-year 
drugs ban on the 1990 Com- 
monwealth 600 metres cham- 
pion, saying the high levels of 
the male sex hormone in the 
test could have resulted from 
un refrigerated storage. 

International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
General Secretary Istvan" 
Gyulai said on Friday a new 
test would clearly show 
whether the levels had been 
caused by heat or were 
already in the urine from 
Modahl’s body. 

“It is possibility (that we. 
will have another test)," 
Gyulai said. “We are told by 
scientists that another analy- 
sis would clearly show 
whether the elevated levels 
were caused by heat or had 
been in the body." 

The lAAFs ruling council 
are due to discuss the case at 


a meeting on Monday in 
Gothenburg ahead of the 
world championships starting 
in the Swedish city. 

The council is hoping to 
consider some legal and 
medical reported about the 
case but is then expected to 
refer the case to its arbitra- 
tion panel due to the comple- 
xities of the affair. 

Modahl was suspended af- 
ter testing positive for testos- 
terone at a meeting in Lisbon 
last year and last December 
the BAF disciplinary commit- 
tee ruled that Modahl had 
committed a doping offence, 
a finding vehemently denied 
by the 29-year-old Briton and 
her husband and coach 
Vicente. 

But the BAF panel said on 
Wednesday after a two-day 
hearing it had concluded .it 
could not be sure beyond 
reasonable doubt of Mod- 
ahl's guilt. _ . . . 

Gyulai said the British 
panel maintained that the 
urine from Modahl's samples 
had been kept for three days 
in an office in Portugal at 
temperatures of around 37 . 
degrees Celsius. . 


Michelin Center 

The Most Advanced Tyre Sendee 

Center In the Middle East 

• State of the art flttment & vehicle 
safety Inspection equipment. 

• Computerized wheel agistment 
& front suspension adjustments 
according to auto manufacturers 
specifications. 



• Computerized vehicle Inspection 
line for suspension (shock absorbers), 
brakes, emergency brake & steering 



system. 

• Specialized workshop for punctures 
& tyre repairs according to European 
standards. 

Amman-Raas Al’ein/799 212-795055 i 


I T>IM tn CUoaOwl a* ■enrfMrtarfn* & technical 


Special Offer'll 

• Buy 2 tyres & get flttment,' computerized J 

wheel balancing and wheel alignment i 
Inspection FREE. J 

■ Buy 4 tyres & get fl ttm e n t, computerized J 
wheel balancing, alignment, brakes, and ■ 
shock absorbers inspection FREE. | 

i 

• 20% DISCOUNT on the flttment and | 
balancing of all other tyre brands with i 
this ad. 

• 20% DISCOUNT on computerized wheel [ 

alignment & front suspension adjustments 
with this ad. ! 


Seies 
match 
in doubt 


PRINCETON. New Jersey 
(AP) — Martina Navratilova 
aggravated a groin injury in a 
world team tennis match, 
putting in doubt her status for 
an exhibition Saturday that 
marks Monica Seles' return 
to tennis after a two-year 
absence. 

“Right now. I have no idea 
if I'll be able to play,** Navra- 
tilova told the Star-Ledger of 
Newark of Her match with 
Seles at Atlantic City. “I 
want to get ready for our 
matches and that match, too. 
But. right now. I’m not sure. 
I'm not used to being injured 
and I hate it.*' 


Australian tennis official 
deities breakaway tour 


SYDNEY (R) — The Inter- 
national Tennis Federation 
(ITF) wants to change the 
existing ATP tour structure 
rather than create a rival 
tour, a senior Australian offi- 
cial said Thursday. 

“It's a matter of finding the 
best solution. I don't think 
there are going to be two 
separate tours,” Tennis Au- 
stralia President .Geoff Pol- 
lard said. 

Pollard, a member of the 
ITF management committee, 
was responding to an ITF 
statement released in London 
on Wednesday that the orga- 
nisation was considering 


promoting another tour. 

The ITF controls the four 
Grand Slam tournaments — 
the Australian Open, French 
Open. Wimbledon and U.S. 
Open — the Davis Cup and 
the Gr and Slam Cup. 

The ITF said in its state- 
ment that it felt the ATP tour 
had “lost its focus" and was 
too un wieldly. 

“It appears to us th&t a 
tour of 87 events is support- 
ing too many players and too 
many tournaments, many of 
which are not financially vi- 
able," the statement said. 

The French daily L'Equipe 
reported on Wednesday that 


VAC ANCIE S 

- FOR 

FACTORY MANAGER & SALES MANAGER 

Al-Mafraq Food Industries Company has the 
following vacancies : 

A) Factory Manager in Al-Mafraq 
Required Qualifications : 

1 - Candidates should be university graduates in 

Food Technology or related field, Britain or 
USA graduate is preferable. 

2 - Previous experience no less than 7 years is 

required. 

3 - Candidates should be creative, dynamic, as- 

sertive and ambitious. 

4 - Salary is competitive. 

5 - Excellant spoken and written English. 

B) Sales Manager in Amman 
Required Qualifications : 

1 - University graduate (Business / Marketing). 

2 - Candidates should be aggresive and chal- 

lenging with sociable personality and 
excellent communication skills. 

3 - Wide Knowledge of the Jordan Markets. 

4 - Minimum 5 years experience. 

5 - Ability to develop good working relationship 

at all levels and to build an enthusiastic team. 


Serious and qualified candidates may send CV’s 
and all documented papers with a recent photo to 
P. O. Box 911248 - Amman 11191 - Jordan. 
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Ground Floor of a Villa 

Well-furnished, two bedrooms, sitting 
room with telephone, central heating. 
Situated near the New English School, 
Khalda District. 

Telephone: 839115. 


More talks planned 
»n;;match-rig ging case 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

The first is a 200 square metres, separate ground floor 
apartment, consisting of two bedrooms, guest room, 
sitting and dining area, glassed-in veranda, garden, and 
a garage. The second is a 220 square metre second 
floor apartment, consisting of three bedrooms, guest 
room, living room, glassed-in balcony. Each apartment 
has separate central heating, telephone, maid room, 
large kitchen, and deluxe furniture. 

Please call Tel. 665711 and 664256 



Super deluxe all Brand New Furn- 
ished Villa , prime location in West 
Amman. J.D. 27.000/year." 


Only Serious inquiries Please call: 

ADDASI REAL ESTATE 

Tel. 667751 - Fax 665636 





'LONDON (AFP) —The En- 
glish Football Association 
(FA) chief executive Graham 
Kelly said here Friday they 
were planning more talks in 
private next week to discuss 
the match-fixing charges 
levelled against three Pre- 
miership stars. 

But Kelly remained di- 
plomatic over the con- 
troversy simmering over 
Bruce Grobbelaar. John 
Fashanu and Hans Segers. 

Kelly admitted he would 
be meeting his Premier 
League counterpart Rick 
Parry next week to examine 
possible measures. 

The FA supremo said: 
'We cannot necessarily leave 
this marter alone. I will be 
having further discussions 
with Rick Parry next week. 

“We have to balance the 
individual interests of the 
players involved against the 
integrity of the game as a 
whole, while also taking into 
account the concerns express- 
ed by FIFA this week.” 

On Wednesday, rwo days 
after the players were 
charged. FIFA called for the 


FA to take .“urgent and’ 
appropriate measures” 
against the trio, who have 
been cleared to play for their 
clubs by English football bos- 
ses. 

On Thursday. FA council- 
lor Keith Wiseman said it was 
“wholly impracticable” to 
take instant action. 

But today Kelly conceded: 
“There are a number of op- 
tions — but I obviously can't 
put them into the public do- 
main just now. Rest assured 
there will be further talks 
next week. V 

The FA have denied they 
are putting behind-the-scenes 
pressure on the clubs to sus- 
pend the players. 

And Segers’ lawyer, Mel 
Goldberg, has revealed that 
he would sue the FA if they 
attempted to ban his client. 

He is reported as saying: 
“It is disgraceful — if it is 
true — that FIFA are press- 
urising the FA and. it the FA, 
through the old body net- 
work. are pressurising the 
clubs. It amounts to the same 
thing: the FA are banning the 
players.” 


TOP FULL FLOOR APARTMENT 
WITH SPECTACULAR VIEW 
FOR RENT IN SWEIFIEH 


1 . 360 m/2 . 

2 . 2 Master Bedrooms with built in cupboards. 

3 . 2 Bedrooms 

4 . 1 Office room. 

5 . 2 separate bathrooms. 

6 . Oak white furnished kitchen. 

7 . Very large sa/on and dining room with Italian 
marble and simple gypsum decoration. 

8 . 2 Open verandas. 

9 . Central heating, store and water reservoir separate. 

10. The apartment can berented furnished up to th 
tenant taste. 

For more information Pis. call Tel. 617876 617871 


— Announcement issued by (JUST) 

(4x9® Jor ^ Univer ^<rf scier^ 

NfegjjjZ Tender No. (36/95) 

Jordan University of Science & Technology (JUST) invites local 
& international Vendors to submit bids tor the purpose of 
rebuilding the computing environment of (JUST) including systems 
hardware, systems software, and networking hardware & software 
Submission of the documonls should be in accordance with 'the 
following conditions: 

1- The Tenqgr Documents can be obtained from the secretary ot 

the central terete ring committee during worWnq hours (Sat-Wed) 

at a tioh-refundabfG fee of JO 35 (Thirty Five Jordanian Dinars') 

2- Tender proposals should be submined by hand 

to the chairman ot the central tendering committee 
not later than 12:00 noon, Sunday April 20th 1995. 

3- Each tender shell be accompanied by tender bid 

bond In favour of the Jordan University of Science 

8> Technology Chairman ol Central Tendering 

Committee drawn from or approved by an accredittBd 

bank in Jordan In an amount not less than 

live percent (5%) of the total lender sum such 

bond shall remain valid tor a period of not less than three ■ 

months from the closing dale ot the tender submission. 

4- Tender proposals not abiding by the above mentioned 

conditions and the conditions mentioned in the tender 
documents will not be considered. 

Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 
Or. Ham ad Dewairy 


one of media magnate Rupert 
Murdoch's companies was 
the potential financial backer 
for a circuit involving 10 
tournaments, each with S3. 5 
million prize money. 

Two tournaments would be 
played before each of the 
four Grand Slam events and 
the Grand Slam Cup. 

Pollard said the ITF was 
looking at existing ATP 
events, such as the Lipton 
International. Italian Open 
and Japan Open, as candi- 
dates for upgrading in status. 

“We are talking about the 
same group of tournaments," 
Pollard said. 
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THE INTRA-FINESSE 

Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
#Q0863 
<7 A K J 0 
0 K J 10 2 

♦ Void 

WEST EAST 

♦ 10 2 * K J 5 

•re .742 

0 9 8 6 ■> A Q 4 

♦ AQJ 10964* K 8 7 3 2 

SOUTH 

♦ A 7 4 

? Q 10 9 8 7 3 1 

>76 3 

♦ 5 

The bidding; 

South West North Ease 

Paw • 3 ♦ Dbl 6 ♦ 

6 T Pass Pass Dbl 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of * 

Finesses come in various guises. 
There is a- complex finesse, known 
in the trade as the “intra-finesse,' 
that crops up with some degree 0 
frequency, yet is often overlooked in 
the play. 

Although the North hand 
lamed only 14 points in high cards, 
its perfect distribution made it well 
worth a takeout double even at the 
three-level. East boosted the pie- 
empt to the five-level, but Smith 
held too much to be shut out of the 
auction. East's double was based on 
the fact the high cards were behind 
the strong hand. 

Had West led a diamond there 
would have been no story to tell, but 
it is impossible to fault the defend- 
er's choice of the ace of chibs. De- 
spite the reprieve, declarer still had 
a hard row to hoe. To avoid going 
down. South would have to inrahiMi 
the table’s spades while losing only 
one trick in the suit. 

77je obvious method would be to 
play West for the king of spades, but 
the bidding made it doUara to 
doughnuts that East held that card. 
Tbe.intra-finesse. which depended 
on West holding either the ten or 
jack or spades guarded no more 
once, was more appealing. 

The opening lead was ruffed high 
io dummy and, since trumps were 
P»ng to be needed as entries to the 
*, !*■ declarer could not afford to 
draw two rounds. Instead, the dosed 
hand was entered with a trump and 
tow spade was led to the eight, losing 

mimn'J**' eiited witb * 
"°" ° n \ h * The queen 
of spades was led and. when East 
Allowed low, so did South. Wben 
Ural pinned the ten, all was wefi. 
Declarer cashed the ace of «p<~w 
!° dummy with a trump, 
discarded two diamonds on the good 
fheerfully concededa 
diamond inek to the defendfta. 


CINEMA TEL:634144 




Harrison Ford w ; 
EJ William Dafe & 

n Ann# Archer 
in 

■ rU/iM J?. 


CINEMA TEL;699238 1 CINEMA TEL:677420 

PLfSZfS 


Clear & Present 


Shove: 12230, 330, 


P ana 

It), 330, 6:^5, 


.VjvLVjrf* 


er 

830,1030 


Kamal Shinnawi 
& Ilham Shahin 
in 

Easy to Get 

( Arabic ) 

Shows: 1230, 330. 5:00, 630. 1030 


CONCORD “1" 

MAVERICK 

Shows: 3:15, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD "2” 

BABY’S Pay 
Out 

Shows: 12:30 5:00 


RMHOaN THERTRg 

TEL:618274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“sumaa'" ■ 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfe 1, 


|MM |E ItehU ThTCtrv 

TEL:675571 

Presents 

KA3ARET 

Abeer Issa 
Ghassan Mashini 

with Amer khamash, Khalil 
Jahmani, Mohammad Husseini 
and Issam AI Han ball 
The theatre closes Ofi Monday 
Performances start at 8:30 p.r* - 


Na&il & Hlsham's Tel:625l55 

flWlI THEfTTRE 

presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Fnr ~ SUrtat8:3 °P-ni. 









% 



.e 


on 8 
pie 

^g.ahe^y, 

laniptonsbi of ft, 

wedish cir? H 

^»uncil i s v,' . ‘ 

:r some i e g^ ► 
reported a £" * 

t,s lhen e2?t 
s case t 0 

SSSs* 

F s ^S 

F discipli narv . 
ed that 

iedadopr^'t 

!§ ^em P e „§ v °S 
^ear-old Bri,J* 
asband and ^ 

he BAF panel a,,, 
sda >‘ aft er a 5$ 

act *£? £?“* 

!ai said rh e B 
maintained uJ* 
romModahls^ 

kept f 0r lhr ^ 
office m Po nueat 

**L™. °f itoui* • 
s Celsius. 

HciaT 


media magnate 
>ch s companies i 
tential financial^ 
circuit m\olvme 
merits. each unh>. 

1 prize mone\. 

> tournament* u oak 
i before each «•. 
5rand Slam eienc- 
rand Siam Cup. 
ard said rhe ITFr 
ig at existing v 
>. such as the’ U 
lationai. Italian 0^ 
apan Open, as cs 
for uppradirg in *a 
e are talking aboa- 
group of lournaw* 
r d said 


>REN BRIDg 

W1TW QMM SHMW 
* TANKA- "RSC* 


-FINEisT 


Sports 



Damon Hi!! 


McRae takes lead in 
New Zealand Rally 


ROTORUA. New Zealand 
(R) — Cotin McRae seized 
conuol of the New Zealand 
rally Friday when he leaped 
from sixth place ro first in one 
stage. 

The Scottish driver led 
French world champion 
Didier Aurio! by just 12 
seconds after the second day. 
but established himself as 
favourite to win the event for 
the third successive years. 

McRae and his Subaru Im- 
pTeza were particularly fast 
'■ on the tight sections and 
Saturday's leg includes some 
: of the tightest special stages 
in world rallying. 

“Tomorrow Colin says 
goodbye to us all.” said Au- 
riol. mindful of the Subaru's 
superiority in the conditions 
over his Toyota Celica. 

Only 50 seconds separate 
the first six drivers, bur over- 
night leader Tommi Makinen 
of Finland is not among 
them. He started the day well 
as he extended his lead' from 
eight to 28 seconds by win- 
ning the first three stages. 

But near the end of the 
long fourth stage he mis- 
judged a comer, slid too far 


and sent his Mitsubishi Lan- 
cer off the road into a mud 
bank. 

“It's not like football 
where if youlose the ball you 
can get it back again." 
Makinen said. “1 was so sure 
we could win. the car was so 
easy to drive." 

McRae won that stage by 
IS seconds from Auriol to 
storm into the lead. Split 
times showed that he had 
been driving even faster than 
Makinen on the stage. 

“I’m going just as usual." 
said McRae. “The pace 
doesn’t seem as hot sionce 
Tommi slipped off." 

Three Toyotas. driven by 
Auriol. Amiin Schwarz of 
Germany and Juha Kan- 
gounen of Finland, followed 
McRae. 

Kenneth Eriksson is in fifth 
place. 37 seconds behind 
McRae, in the other factory 
Mitsubishi. 

Frenchman Francois De- 
Iecour in a Ford was unwell 
with flu, but held on to sixth 
place — thanks largely to 
constant encouragement 
from co-driver Catherine 
Francois. 
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JORDflfl’S 
TECHfiOLOGY 
STORE 

Tel. 602924. Open 9 to 9 
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118 Wasty AMM St Al-Kanma Center PXLBox 285 Amman 11831 Jordan. 


delicacies 
with a little accent 
at the 

Marriott 

PASTA 
ALDENTE 

Every 
Saturday 

with a glass 
of local wine 


on the house 
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FAJITA 

FIESTA 

Every 

Monday 

mexican food 
at its best 


AT AL-MANSAF 
RESTAURANT 

FROM 7:30 pm UNTIL 11:30 pm 


AMMAN 

.Marriott 

9 hotu 

Tel: 607607 ■ 


Hill takes provisional front 
grid at German Grand Prix 


.HOCKENHEIM. Germany 
(AFP) — Britain's Damon 
Hill and David Coulthard in 
their Williams Renaults out- 
paced the German World 
Champion Michael Schu- 
macher (Benetton Renault) 
Friday to take the provisional 
front grid row for Sunday's 
German Grand Prix. 

Hill took provisional pole 
in an exciting duel with 
hometown hero Schumacher, 
posting a time of lmin. 
44.932. less than 1.5 seconds 
outside the 1994 pole time set 
with 3.5 litre cars with better 
aerodynamics. 

Hill, Coulthard and Schu- 
macher were so close 
together on the track that 
Hill's pic did not have time to 
signal him about their prog- 
ress. 

“I wasn't totally sure 
where I was in relation ro the 
others. I had to go flat out. 
and do the best lap I could. It* 
was bloody good fun." said 
Hill. . 

The one-hour qualifying 
session had started on a track 
wet from slight rain, but it 
had dried out by the time Hill 
and Schumacher were duell- 
ing. 

Hill's team-mate David 
Coulthard took second place 
despite "a couple of mis- 
takes" including a half-spin 
on the greasy track. "I expect 
to be challenging for the pole 
tomorrow.'* Coulthard said. 

Schumacher admitted; "It 
was not a good session as we 


had some problems with the 
gear ratios and we did not 
manage to catch the weather 
right." 

He also denied repons he 
had signed a deal with Ferrari 
for next season. “1 have a 
contract with Beneuon- 
Renault. I am talking with 
other teams* four to be exact, 
but I have not signed with 
Ferrari.” he said. 

In the morning practice 
session. Hill spun off in the 
stadium section — to the 
whistles of the German fans. 

After Hill collided with 
Schumacher at the British 
Grand Prix. the rivalry be- 
tween the two championship 
leaders became even more 
intense, and there were fears 
of an unpleasant atmosphere 
in the Hockenheim stadium, 
set to hold a sell-out crowd of 
more than 80.000 on Sunday. 

But Hill said he had had no 
problems so far. "I’m not 
coming in (to the track) in 
the boot of a car.” he joked. 
"Everyone I have met has 
been very friendly, a good 
bunch really." 

Hill and Schumacher had 
agreed to ride in the same car 
during Sunday's driver para- 
de. but the idea was turned 
down by Grand Prix supremo 
Bemie Ecclestone who said it 
was “against the rules." 

Schumacher was dis- 
appointed. saying: “It would 
have been a good idea to 
show the outside world there 
is not a war between us as the 


media have said.” 

An excellent fourth place 
on the grid was taken by Finn 
Mika Hakkinen 'in 
McLaren Mercedes, de- 
spite running out of fuel 15 
minutes before the end of the 
session, when holding pole 
position. 

The team admitted a mis- 
take in the amount of fuel put 
into his car. 

Despite the disappoint- 
ment, Hakkinen said: 
"What happens today repre- 
sents a new start for the 
team, after all the problems 
we have had in the season so 
far.” 

McLaren also admitted a 
set-up mistake with the other 
car driven by Mark Blundell 
which ‘’dramatically'* 
affected his last run. leaving 
him ilth. 

The lop six were com- 
pleted by France's Jean Alesi 
in a Ferrari and Schu- 
macher's team-mate Johnny 
Herbert, who won his home 
Grand Prix two weeks ago. 
He just edged out the other 
Ferrari driven by Austrian 
Gerhard Berger. 

Grand Prix rookie Giovan- 
ni Lavaggi qualified 22nd of 
the 24 runners in his Pacific 
Ford, ahead of Japan's Ukyo 
Katayama, who had a mecha- 
nical problem with his Tyrrell 
Yamaha, and Aguri Suzuki, 
who spun off early in his 
Ligier Mugen Honda when 
the track was wet. 



TRUE, EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION IS IMPORTANT, FASTLINK 
MAKES YOU APPRECIATE IT EVEN MORE. YOU ARE AS CLOSE 
TO YOUR OFFICE, YOUR CLINIC, YOUR FAMILY, AND YOUR 
FRIENDS AS YOUR FINGERTIPS ARE TO THE PHONE 
BUTTONS. LINK UP WITH FASTLINK. 



- The Service will be in 
operation soon. 

- You may use any GSM 
cellular phone, but Fastlink 
is the only company that 
provides the cellular service. 


Fastlink 



JordcnMobBe Telephone Services 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT TEL.:863750 FAX. -.863770 
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Asian Women’s Basketball Championship 

Title-favourites Thailand 
defeat national team 71-42 


From Aleen Bannayan 
in Shizuoka 

The Kingdom's women's 
national basketball team. 
Friday gave level B title 
favourites Thailand a hard 
time before losing 7 1-42 at 
the 16th Asian Basketball 
Championship for 
Women currently under- 
way in Shizuoka. Japan. 

Playing in their first 
tournament after a 12- 
year absence. Jordan's 
players tried to adapt to 
the fast attacking play and 
excellent shooting by 
Asian teams in this 12- 
naiion championship. Af- 
ter the team lost the fin 
half with a 20-point mar- 
gin at 38-18. the second 
half score was better at 
33-24 for Thailand, who 
are the only unbeaten 
team in Level B and are 
expected to defeat Hong 
Kong Saturday to clinch 
their group's title. 

Scoring remained dose 
at the beginning, as 
Suhair Maqusi played her 
first match with a heavily- 
strapped knee, netting a 



Suhelr Maqusi 
3-pointer in the 9ih mi- 
nute. Hind Ghouri re- 
bounded and scored four 
consecutive points as 
Thailand led 23-14. 
However, the final three 
minutes of the first half 
secured Thailand's win as 
they expanded the lead to 
38-18 following a series of 
turnovers and three 3- 


pointers. 

Jumana Salti was again 
the team's top scorer with 
17 points. Together with 
Jehane Abdeinour, she 
scored the first 12 points 
of the second half, while 
Rana Husseini secured 
defensive rebounding. 

Thailand were howev- 
er. determined to increase 
their lead as they sailed to 
the Level B title, relying 
on accurate shooting to 
end the game 71-42. 

Scoring came as fol- 
lows; Jumana Salti 17. 
Jehane Abdeinour S. 
Suhair Maqusi 3. Rana 
Husseini. Hind Ghouri 
and Hala Muheisen 4. 
Rania Dajani 2. 

Results: 

Level B 

Hong Kong-MaJaysia 61- 
40 

Thailand-Jordan 71-42 
Philippines- Indonesia 67- 
60 

Level A 

Japan-Korea 82*78 
Cbina-Kyrgizstan 117-52 
Taipei-Kazakhstan 104-57 



PRIZES FOR YOUNG 
JORDANIAN SCIENTISTS 

" Trying Is Winning " 

Working toward enhancing scientific manpower in Jordan, Prizes for 
Young Scientists are now granted for Jordanians by the Third World 
Academy of Sciences (TWAS) in collaboration with the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS). Submission for these prizes is open till October 1995. 

The prize is awarded every year rotating among four fields of pure 
science Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics. Young 
Jordanian scientists are now invited to apply for the TWAS PRIZE 
which amounts to $2000. Mathematics and Physics will be 
considered in the contest for the prize in the next two years. 

So, if you are a Jordanian, resident in Jordan, and of age not 
exceeding 40 years, we will be glad to receive your contribution in any 
of the two fields mentioned above, taking into consideration that 
submission is open till October 1995. We are ready to provide you 
with any additional information about the rules & mechanism of 
submission. 

Interested applicants are kindly requested to contact Mrs. Majd 
Khayyat Talhpuni at the following address: 

The TWAS Unit . 

Royal Scientific Society 
P.O.Box 925819 
Amman - Jordan 
Fax: 844806 
Tel: 844701 

Telex: 21276 RAM AH JO 
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PNA offers to take Abu Marzouk 


GAZA (R) — The Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) offered on Friday to 
give U.S.-detained Hamas 
official Mousa Abu Marzouk 
a home, while Israel consi- 
dered asking the United 
States to hand him over for 
trial. 

The United States on 
Thursday announced the de- 
tention of Dr. Abu Marzouk. 
a political leader of Hamas, 
the militant group that 
opposed PLO peace moves 
with Israel. 

In a statement faxed to 
international news agencies. 
Hamas warned Washington 
against extraditing Dr. Abu 
Marzouk to Israel. It sard it 
had never attacked U.S. in- 
terests. 

PNA President Yasser 
Arafat's spokesman. Marwan 
Kanafani. said: “The Palesti- 
nian National Authority will- 
... naturally offer to accept 
brother Abu Marzouk. who 
is of Palestinian origin, in its 
territory if no place of resi- 
dence is found for him.” 

Israel said it would decide 


soon whether to seek his ex- 
tradition. provided the evi- 
dence supported an indict- 
ment. 

“There is no doubt we are 
interested in him," Israel Jus- 
tice Minister David Libai told 
army radio. Asked whether 
to expect a decision soon, he 
said: "Certainly." 


ing U.S. officials, until his 
expulsion last month. Hamas 
sources said. His Gaza family 
said he was never personally 
involved in violence and 
opposed it. 


In its statement on Friday. 
Hamas said: “Hamas warns 
the U.S. authorities against 
contemplating the handing 
over of Dr. Abu Marzouk to 
the Zionist occupation au- 
thorities. 


“He is among the few who 
call for casting aside violence 
and terrorism and for solving 
matters through dialogue." 
said Dr. Abu Marzouk's 
brother. Brigadier-General 
Mahmoud Abu Marzouk. 
who heads the Palestinian 
civil defence department in 
Gaza. 


“The U.S. administration 
is hereby held fully responsi- 
ble for whatever harm that 
may befall Dr. Abu Mar- 
zouk.'' 

U.S. officials said Dr. Abu 
Marzouk admitted belonging 
to Hamas. One official said 
he may have been in charge 
of political operations in the 
United States, while another 
said he had been engaged in 
fundraising. 

Dr. Abu Marzouk. 45. was 
living in Amman, even meet- 


He said his brother held a 
U.S. residency card and he 
had never been arrested dur- 
ing his 15-year-stay in the 
United States. 

Dr. Abu Marzouk was de- 
tained by immigration offi-. 
dais at New York's Kennedy 
airport after they found his 
name on the “watch list** of 
-aliens not allowed to enter. 

U.S. offidals said they 
would try to remove him 
because his alleged fundrais- 
ing activities contributed to 
violent acts. 


'1,000 Kuwaitis missing in Iraq’ 


CAIRO l AFP) — About 
1. 000 Kuwaitis are still mis- 
sing in Iraq five years after 
Baghdad's invasion of the 
emirate and Iraqi leaders 
must shed light on their fate, 
-a rights group said Friday. 

Iraq has “demonstrated a 
disturbing disregard for (its) 
international obligations to- 
wards prisoners of war and 
civilian detainees." Human 
Rights Watch said in a letter 
delivered to Nizar Hamdun. 
Iraq’s ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations. 

“There is substantial evi- 
dence that most of the people 
now unaccounted for were 
atTested by Iraqi occupation 
forces in Kuwait , v ‘ the group 
said in the letter, received in 
Cairo. 

Baghdad has denied that it 
is still holding any Kuwaitis 
captured after its Aug. 2, 
1990 invasion of the emirate. 

The group cited “official 


officers who interrogated 
them, the letter said without 
giving details. 

Kuwaitis, who have 
escaped from Iraq or been 
released since 1991. “tell of 
more Kuwaitis held until this 
dav." it added. 


The Kuwaiti government 
says 625 nationals are be- 
lieved to be held in Iraqi 
prisons, but non- 
governmental groups have 
compiled the names of a 
further 350 still missing, the 
group said. 


“apparently to serve as hu- 
man shields." the U.S.-based 
group said. 

“We call on the govern- 
ment of Iraq to give a full 
accounting for all those de- 
tained and to cooperate fully 
with humanitarian organisa- 
tions involved in tracing the 
disappeared particularly the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross." 


Iraqi documents left behind 
in Kuwait" when the troops 


were routed by a U.S.-led 
coalition. They indicated 
where many prisoners were 
held and the names of Iraqi 


The government figures do 
not include hundreds of “Bi- 
doons.” stateless Arabs, 
“who disappeared into Iraqi 
custody." 

Most of the detainees 
transported out of Kuwait to 
Iraq were members of 
Kuwaiti military or security 
forces captured during the 
invasion. 

But Baghdad also arrested 
several Thousand civilians 
suspected of resistance activi- 
ties as well as some 2.000 
other men during the final 
days of the occupation 


6.300 Kuwaitis in the months 
following the Gulf War and 
hundreds of others managed 
to escape. 


For four years Iraq refused 
to provide any information to 
the U.N.. until finally admit- 
ting in August 1994 that it 
had held 70 missing Kuwaitis, 
but said all of them either 
died or had escaped. It has 
denied any knowledge of the 
remaining missing. 

The United States and Bri- 
tain have backed Kuwait's 
demands that all prisoners 
are released before a U.N. oil 
and trade embargo imposed 
on Baghdad after the inva- 
sion is lifted. 


UAE 


raises 


money for 
Bosnians 


DUBAI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) laun- 
ched on Friday a 12-hour 
radio and television cam- 


paign to raise more than $50 
tillii ‘ 


million for Muslims in Bosnia 
and renewed its support for 
the lifting of the U.N. arms 
embargo on Bosnia. 

The initiative comes as 
Muslim stales become in- 
creasingly impatient with the 
United” Nations’ failure to 
help beleaguered Bosnian 
Muslims resist Bosnian Serb 
attacks. 


The UAE president. 
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan A1 
Nahayan. told UAE televi- 
sion his country supported a 
decision by foreign ministers 
from eight Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference 
(OlC) stales to declare the 
embargo invalid. 

“The UAE and other Gulf 
states will be among the fore- 
runners of Arab and Muslim 
brothers in consolidating the 
Bosnian people.” he said, but 
stopped short of saying this 
support would include arms. 

Slate-run television and 
radio stations were taking 
financial pledges on the air 
frrfm noon until midnight on 
Friday. 

“We will raise as much as 
we can but our main target is 
to raise more than $50 million 
for the Bosnian govern- 
ment." the general manager 
of Abu Dhabi television. Aii 
Obaid. told Reuters. 

On Sunday, the UAE 
announced a $11 million 
donation to Muslims in Bos- 


nia. 

Sheikh Zayed said on Fri- 
day: “That (donation) was a 
symbolic contribution. What 
is needed is to contribute 
more, and that is what we 
hope our people will do." 

A television announcer 
said: “The scenes of the dra- 
ma (in Bosnia) are destruc- 
tion. terror and fear. The 
audience is made up of a 
happy world watching... the 
show is still going on. From 
the rear of the threat come 
the cries of the victims... save 


us. 


The UAE campaign re- 
eds growing Muslim ex- 
speration over what they see 
s the world's indifference to 
ie suffering of fellow Mus- 
ms in Bosnia. 

Sheikh Zayed said: “The 
egative attitudes of the big 
owers over what is happen- 
ig in Bosnia are causing 
ispicions/* 


Arafat: All refugees 


will return to Palestine 


BEIRUT. Lebanon (AP) -- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) chief Yasser 
Arafat says all of the esti- 
mated 2'/i million Palesti- 
nians living abroad will even- 
tually be allowed to return, as 
a result of negotiations with 
Israel, to Palestine. 

He also complained in an 
interview published Friday by 
An Nahar newspaper that the 
Israelis put security above all 
other issues in the peace 
talks. 

“The Israelis are primarily 
obsessed with security.” he 
said. “They tie everything 
from agriculture to water to 
land to holy places to secur- 
ity. Everything. May God 
help us.“ 

Mr. Arafat said the return 
of Palestinian refugees from 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli war is 
being discussed by a four- 
sided commission including 
Egypt. Jordan. Israel and 
the Palestinian authority. 

The fate of those who left 
in the first Middle East war. 
in 1948. is slated to be discus- 
sed in the Israeli-Palesrinian 
talks next year. 

The United Nations esti- 
mates that the refugees and 
their descendants number 
2.612 million, of which 1.6 
million live in Lebanon. Syria 
and Jordan. 

“No Palestinians are going 
to be resettled in the Arab 
World because they have 
only one homeland, which is 


Palestine.** Mr. Arafat told 
an An-Nahar reporter in 
Paris, where his wife recently 
gave birth. 

In Lebanon, more than 
300.000 Palestinians, pre- 
dominantly Muslims, live in 
11 refugee camps. 

Lebanese government and 
religious leaders fear interna- 
tional pressure will force 
them to accept a permanent 
re-settlement of the Palesti- 
nians in their country. 

That would tip the delicate 
Muslim-Christian power ba- 
lance. which has prevented a 
resurgence of the 1975-90 
civil war. in the Muslim's 
favour. 

Mr. Arafat said only a fin- 
al. regional peace settlement 
will succeed in calming 
Israel's security 
apprehensions, which were 
heightened this week by the 
deaths of six Israelis in a 
suicide bombing on a public 
bus. 

Mr. Arafat, who has hinted 
that Iran is supporting Mus- 
lim militants in the self-rule 
areas, said Islamic regime in 
Tehran should understand 
that its cause is obsolete. 

"Iran should take into con- 
sideration the changes that 
are occurring on the interna- 
tional scene." he said, with- 
out elaborating. 

However, he added char 
"Iran is beginning to realise 
the meaning of these 
changes." 


Islamic group in Israel 
denies it aids Hamas 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
Islamic Movement on Friday- 
denied police accusations it 
was channelling funds to the 
Palestinian Hamas group, an 
opponent of the peace pro- 
cess which has killed scores of 
Israelis in suicide bombings. 

Israeli police on Thursday 
raided the offices of the aid 
committee of the Islamic 
Movement in the northern 
Israeli town of Nazareth and 
seized documents which it 
said showed that (he charity 
was aiding Hamas. 

“This claim is totally base- 
less. The police and the sec- 
ret service know well the 
national relief committee car- 
ries out only humanitarian 
aid to anyone in need in the 
West Bank, the Gaza Strip or 
inside Israel.” Islamic Move- 
ment spokesman Ibrahim 
Sarsour said in an interview 
with Israel radio's Arabic ser- 


There are about 700.000 
Arab citizens of Israel and 
Islamic Movements have be- 
come increasingly popular 
with them. 

Police spokesman Eric 
Bar-Chen said on Wednes- 
day: “Evidence has been col- 
lected that the committee 
aided organisations hostile to 
Israel." 


He said evidence showed 
the aid group had sent “ex- 
tremely large sums in dol- 
lars" from “extremist move- 
ments" abroad to families of 
I-siamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas activists de- 
ported by Israel and to peo- 
ple whose houses had been 
demolished by Israel for 
"securitv reasons." 


vice. 


Mr. Bar-Chen gave no fi- 
gures hut said police seized 
“thousands of documents" 
and computers from the 
office. He said no one had 
been arrested. 



Refugees from the fallen enclave of Zepa sit in the hot 
afternoon son July 27 at a camp built by Turkish 
peacekeepers. Thousands of frightened Muslim civilians 


streamed from the fallen “safe area” of Zepa under U.N. 
escort as rival commanders negotiated the possible surren- 
der of government troops in the enclave (Renters photo) 



Sabahs bankrupting Kuwait — Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Kuwait under the ruling Sabah 
family has degenerated into a bankrupt emirate where 
public funds are squandered on arms purchases, an official 
Iraqi daily charged Friday. “Because of the Sabahs. the 
Kuwaiti economy has turned into an arms market and is 
completely bankrupt." it said, less than a week before the 
fifth anniversary of Iraq's invasion of the emirate. “The 
tension, fear and despair prevalent in Kuwait cannot be 
eliminated." said A1 Thawra newspaper of the ruling Baath 
“Party. “The economy of Kuwait is being pillaged and its 
public funds are being squandered." Al Thawra said. 
“Arms purchases have swallowed up the greater part of 
Kuwait's assets." 


Indian Muslims protest killings in Bosnia 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Thousands of Indian Muslims on 
Friday protested the deaths of Muslims in Bosnia and 
Karachi, blaming it on the United Nations and Pakistani 
authorities. Some 5.000 Muslims burnt an effigy of U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros-Boutros Ghali outside the 
17th-century Jama Masjid. India's largest mcisque here, 
after an emotional speech by a prominent religious leader. 
“The United Nations is very partial when it comes to Serb 
atrocities." thundered Ahmad Bukhari, the mosque's 
deputy Iman. “If Muslims had committed such atrocities, 
the West would have wiped them out." Sheikh Bukhari 
said the West was not taking strong military action against 
Bosnian Serb forces because the victims were .Muslims. 
"America acts as the big policeman in the world, but it is 
silent on the Bosnian crisis." he said, triggering anti-U.S. 


slogans by the thousands who heard Bukhari after the 
idd, 


midday prayers. 


‘Aung San Suu Kyi to be named UNESCO adviser’ 


PARIS (AFP) — Burmese opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi. freed after six years under house arrest, has been 
invited to be a special UNESCO advisor on democracy and 
human rights, the U.N. -agency said Friday. A spokes- 
woman confirmed a report that the dissident leader, who 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991. had been 
asked to take on the job by UNESCO director General 
Federico Mayor. The daily Le Monde reported that 
UNESCO deputy director general Daniel Janicot had 
travelled to Burma twice to discuss the proposal, once 
before she was freed on July 10 and again since. The paper 
said in its Saturday edition .that she accepted the post in 
principle on July 20. Asked about the choice of Aung San 
Suu Kyi. Mr. Janicot told Le Monde: "We often forget that 
UNESCO was not created to promote education, science 
and culture, but to promote peace by means of education, 
science and culture." 


Human rights in Arab 
World deteriorate in ’94 


CAIRO (AFP) — Human 
rights in the Arab World took 
a turn for the worse in 1994 
after some improvement in 
the late 1980s. the Arab 
Organisation for Human 
Rights (AOHR) said in its 
annual report. 


U.N. extends mission to southern Lebanon 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The U.N. Security Council 
voted Friday to extend the U.N. interim force mission in 
Lebanon for another six months, according to a statement 
from the world body. The group restated “its strong 
support for the territorial integrity, sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of Lebanon." and approved measures put forth 
by U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali to “streamline" 
the force. The cutback w ould mean a reduction of about 10 
per cent of the personnel which currently number 4,967 
U.N. soldiers. “Its implementation will not affect the 
operational capacity of the force." the council said in a 
statement. The mission to Lebanon began in March 1978. 
The new six-month extension lasts until Januarv 31. 1996. 


UAE president to finance bird breeding centre in Morocco 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
President Sheikh Zayed Ihn Sultan Al Nahayan will finance 
a centre to breed rare houbaru bustards in Morocco, the 
semi-official daily Al Ittihad reported Thursday. The $10 
million project, to be based in the Maisur area, is intended 
to increase the number of the birds in Morocco. Sheikh 
Zayed's adviser. Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ihn Mohammad Al 
Oassimi told the paper. 


‘Corrupt, cruel and filthy cities are necessary evil* 


CAIRO (AFP) — Cities are a breeding-ground for dirt, 
corruption, apathy and brutality but are a necessary evil. 
Libyan leader Muamar Oadhufi wrote in the Egyptian daily 
Al Ahram on Friday. In full-page article contributed to a 
special section in the paper on urban planning Col. Oadhafi 
wrote: "Life in the city is stripped to a worm-like biological 
level where man lives and .dies without meaning." "Morals 
become hypocrisy ... the city kills social sense and human 
feeling and creates apathy and numbness. A son might kill 
his father, a father his son. You could lose life or limb just 
crossing the street. “How cruel the city which forces its 
residents to accept irrationality." he said, citing such 
“urban lunacies" as football when “millions follow 22 
people running madly behind a watermelon-shaped sack 
filled with air." x 


Three held in alleged rape of British girl 


DUBAI. Ltatted Arab Emirates (AP) — Three men have 
been arrested on suspicion of raping a teenage British girl 
last week, a local newspaper reported Thursday. The 
English-language Gulf News identified the iy-year-old 
victim only by her initials L.M. The suspects were all 
23-year-old Gulf nationals, the newspaper added without 
releasing their names. It was not clear how soon after the 
alleged rape, which occurred at the Thursdny-Friday 
Muslim weekend, the men were arrested. The British 
embassv in Dubai said it Was not aware Of the incident. 


“We recorded some posi- 
tive steps, but the total shows 
a continuing erosion of legal 
guarantees and the occurance 
of extreme violations of hu- 
man rights." AOHR general 
secretary Mohammad Faiq 
said in a press conference. 
Thursday after a constitution- 
al reform movement which 
began in 1989. “we have a 
counter legislative trend 
which tends to weaken (legal) 
guarantees and, harshen 
punishments." the' 324-peace 
report said. 


Algeria, as well as de facto 
emergency laws in Iraq. 
Somalia and Djibouti, while 
Libya continues without any 
constitution at all." 

The report expressed its 
“deep concern for the con- 
tinuing codification of Isla- 
mic sharia law punishments 
in some Arab countries.” 


New laws in Iraq imposed- 
amputations for army deser- 
tion. theft, “falsifying official 
documents and making illegal 
gains" and added the "tat- 
tooing of the forehead" of all 
amputees. 


“This trend became exces- 
sive in the first months of 
1995." it said. 

Laws on “political parti- 
cipation have seen numerous 
contradictions." the report 
said, adding that some coun- 
tries eliminated restrictive 
laws only to replace them 
with new. harsher ones. 


"Elections have been held 
on all levels bur all have 
consecrated the monopoly of 
the same elites over power." 

Free expression was li- 
mited by “more restrictions 
(including) the closing of 
dozen of newspapers, the 
banning of articles and the 
imprisonment of journalists." 
the report said. 


Violations of “right to life*’ 
continued “on a large scale in 
most parts of the Arab Wori- 
d...due to civil wars, con- 
frontations between govern- 
ments and armed groups 
mass executions and tor- 
ture." the report said. 


It gave the example of 
Lebanon, where a law impos- 
ing restriction on audio-visual 
media was repealed- but re- 
placed by a new law giving 
complete authority to the 
government to deny of or 
revoke licences to media 
without recourse to the 
courts. 


The most lethal conflict 
was the May-July 1 994 
Yemeni civil war. which left 
7.000 dead according to the 
government and up to 60.000 
according to press sources 
while at least 6.300 died in 
the conflict in Algeria in 
1994. 


The AOHR applauded the 
"surprise" adoption by the 
Arab League of a draft Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 
after two decades of “dispute 
and procrastination.” 


The report also said a new 
Egyptian law against defama- 
tion . passed in May 1 995 
“reduces guarantees to jour- 
nalists and threatens freedom 
of expression." noting that a 
similar law was passed by the 
Palestinian Authority in 
Gaza. 

Emergency laws “oversha- 
dowing constitutional 
guarantees continue in effect , 
in Egypt. Sudan. Syria and 


But the charter, still being 
reviewed by Arab govern- 
ments. "is not expected to 
enhance legal commitments 
in the field of human right- 
s...and its moral value was 
also seriously flawed." the 
report said. 


The AOHR. founded in 
1983 and based in the Egyp- 
tian capital, is an indepen- 
dent group funded by private 
donations. Mr. Faiq said. 


France expresses 
solidarity with Lebanon 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
President Jacques Chirac ex- 
pressed solidarity with Leba- 
non on Friday, saying the two 
countries were from the 
“same family" during a lunch 
with Lebanese premier Rafiq 
Hariri. 


the heart of the French peo- 
ple." He added that he was 
"certain to be able to count 
on France's and the Euro- 
pean Union's help in recon- 
structing Lebanon. 


He said Mr. Hariri's two- 
day visit “coincides with a 
new and increasingly express- 
ed solidarity between France 
and Lebanon, which is mak- 
ing progress towards de- 
velopment. independence 
and peace. 


Earlier Foreign Minister 
Hcrvc de Charette pledged 
support for Lebanon and the 
Middle East peace process in 
a meeting with the Lebanese 
premier, who arrived in Paris 
on Thursday, 


“We are of the same family 
... even if our two states are 
independent." he said in a 
toast to Mr. Hariri at the 
Elysee Palace lunch- Mr. 
Chirac's comments were re- 
ported by Elysee spokes- 
woman Catherine Colonna. 


“France and all the coun- 
tries of Europe are ready io 
contribute ... so that the Mid- 
dle East returns to a period of 
calm, peace and prosperity “ 
he said, after talks with 
Hariri who was on the second 
day of an official visit. 


The French president said 
he was “convinced that the 
path which Lebanon is today 
taking, which is that of soli- 
darity. unity and tolerance, is 
the right path." 


Mr. Hariri met Paris mayor 
Jean Tiberi. senate speaker 
Rene Monory and prime 
minister Alain Juppe- on 
Thursday. He also met with 
National Assembly speaker 
Philippe Seguin on Friday 
morning. 


Responding to the toast. 
Mr. Hariri said he felt "hew 
much Lebanon is present in 


He was due to head of to 
the French nvicra Friday 
evening. 1 


Yemen's new legal code 
allows sentences of stoning, 
amputation and crucifixion 
-for 12 new offenses, the re- 
port said. 

The report noted that pris- 
oners have made “repeated 
complaints of torture in at 
least 13 Arab countries, in- 
cluding Egypt. Sudan. Libya. 
Tunisia, Algeria. Morocco 
Syria. Jordan. Iraq. Bahrain 
and the self-rule ara in Pales- 
tine." 


Soccer fen, 
upset over Iqss, 
kills himself 


SHANGHAI (R) — 
naught by his team s loss in a 
cup match, a Chinese soc(W_ -__ 
fan - committed smade^by' 
throwing himself out of. a - 
window. Shanghais Libera- *•- 
tion Daily reported Fnday. 

The soccer-crazy 29-year-old. ?.y 
identified only bj - his jui- : • 
name Jiang, killed himself on v : 
July 23 after his favourite ... 
team, Shandong Taishan, lost. - .% 
an away game 2-1 to Beijing s - ' . 
Guoan Squad. Jiang had 
watched the match live on 

television in his parent's bed- 


room, the paper said. Shan- - 


r r _ _ 

dong scored first, and it was . ,, 
more than Jiang could bear * ... 
when Guoan drew level and 
then scored the winning goal 
in the last few minutes of the- .. . 
semifinal of the All-China 
Football Federtaion Cham- . 
pionship. "Jiang, his face 1 v.; 
shrouded in unhappiness, 
slowly walked -back to bis. 
bedroom, locked the door, 
opened the window and ;. 
jumped from the fourth 
floor.” the paper said. He. 
was cremated along with sot?- * 
cer magazines and T-shirts W; 
purchased by his father. “We 
should remind diehard fans 
that victory or defeat is not ;• 
the essence of soccer and 
they should raise their 
psychological level to prevent _ - - 
such tragedies from being re- 
peated,” tbe paper said. 


French street 
names may be 
axed 


PERTH, Australia (AFP) — 
Angry councillors in Western 
Australia's premier wine- 
growing region have voted to 
remove French names from 
streets as a protest against 
plans to resume nuclear tests 
in the Pacific. Members of 
tbe Augusta-Margaret River 
Shire Council, in the state's 
deep south-west, are also 
threatening to call off moves' 
to establish friendship links 
with tbe town of Les Arcs. 
Shire clerk Leu Calenggia 
told AFP that die councillors 
decided unanimously to take 
the dual action if thetestsrgo 
ahead. “We have also written 
to President (Jacqne) Chirac 
expressing our disgust at tbe 
test plans," he said. “We 
have told the mayor of Les: 
Arcs, with which we have 
been frying to establish a 
charter of friendship, we will 
halt the negotiations unless', 
his council also writes to the 
president seeking the aban- 
donment of the test program- 
me. We feel the people of 
France have more sway with 
their president." Mr. Calneg- 
gia said some of the first 
street names to be changed 
could be Chardonnay Street' 
and Cabernet Place. Tbe 
proposal was to replace them. 


.1 

-ri 


' - Yfr 

• i\ 

-T-3 
- -v 


'4 


with English or Aboriginal- 
graphical 


names. Many geograpj 
features in the state’s south-; 
west have French names — a 
legacy of French expeditions 
early last century, including 
one in 1801 led by Captain 
Nicolas Baudin. Mr. Calnegr 
gia said there were no im- 
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mediate plans to change the 
names of the area's wineries. 


which include Cape Mentelle 
and Vasse Felix. 


Ancient burial 
cave found 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — ^ 
Archaeologists have found a 
6,500-year-old burial cave ' . 
under the Galilee hills of ^ 
northern Israel, the Anri- # 
qumes Authority said ThurS- ■< 
? a y- Ceramic sacrophagi and 
jugs for storing ashes were : ; 
unearthed along with ritual:--?”/ 
artefacts of copper and ivory.' - 
The discovery was made dur- ;- J 
mg road building in the vil- v 
? f Pe qiin. The cave. ■'> 
featuring stalactites and sta- '- 
lagmites. will eventually be 
opened to the public. •; : ; ’ 


Bush nearly drowns 




(R) - Former . 
P * 1 es,dcnt George Bush — 

inTn r y a dr ° Wned Whe " I* - - 

mto a peat bog during h 

Sj I aI a trip u emote eastern =-' 

^spokesman for Mr. / 

McGrath' S ^ kes ™ Jim •? V7 
McGrath , n Houston «ud,.A 

Mr. Bush was taking a walk - 
foS h woods ^ New- ' 
£nk ™^ P v 0vincc when »>« 

' ' 

. 0ver his b «d." said ^ 
bfn P*» Craig Dob- :' 


ABSTdM 


****. pitnona 

. gssss 

* were 

t* jSiry in * 

« n 35m^ 1 

radjoac 

; n the sc 

chair* 
beard br 
cab** a gri< 

g£tfd_£ 


Syria aceus 

flocking 

. . r-/-T 1C CP 


J San Heigh 

£W was s "l! 

for achie^ng 
Jewish « at ®j 
placed obstacles 

fc >?. ars w r ' s 

ru.'ice Mr- ^ 

£“ di c F °H ei Al 
Prince Sand I Al 

pressed Saudi A 

£>rt for Syria s 

Jnands aad ui^e 

withdrawal to its ; 

‘Jers. "We assure 

ty of Israeli w 

pre-June 4. 1*7. 

liberation of ( 

Golan." Prince . 


police dispres 
Sudanese stu 
T.V. 


CAIRO (R> — 
dents rioted j 
loom Universii 
Omar Hassan 
with another 
dents inside 
Egyptian telev 
on Saturday, 
sources in Kh 
not confirm wl 
took place eat 
day and the r. 
from state tele 
reason for the 
details. The a: 
broadcast saic 
tear gas to disp 
which had gal 
the university 
the car of int 


Steadier A I 
Mohammad 


Bashir su . 
ing when tl 
the conferen 


vision news 5 
Sudan have t 
a month-long 
since Egypt 
Hosni Mu’bar 
Sudanese eov< 
**ig a hand in 
kill him in A 
June 26. woj 
tense diplonu 


Italy presses 1 
to extradite e: 
premier 













